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LETTER from Geobge Nicholls, Esq., Poor Law Commissioner, to Sib Jambs 
Gbaham, Bart., Secretary of State for the Home Department, fyc., $c., frc. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
19 th January, 1842. 



Sib, 

X have the honor to forward for your information, a Copy of the 
Evidence taken, and also Copies of the Reports of Mr. Hall and Mr. Phelan, and 
of Drs. Kennedy and Corrigan, in reference to the Treatment, Condition, and 
Mortality of the Infant Children in the North Dublin Union Workhouse. 

I venture to hope that the result of this Inquiry will he satisfactory : and I 
have the honor to remain, 

Sib, 

Y our very obedient 

Faithful Servant, 

GEORGE NICHOLLS. 



fo the Right Honorable 

Sib James Graham, Babt., 
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REPORT to the Poor Law Commissioners By Richard Hall, Esq., 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



Dublin, 20th January, 1842. 

Gentlemen, 

It appeared expedient, in consequence of statements published early in Decern- Mr. Hall’s Repoat. 

ber last, relative to the Mortality which had occurred among the infant children in the 

North Dublin Union Workhouse, that an Investigation should be made into the accuracy of 
those statements, and into the real circumstances of the case. 

It was accordingly determined that I should publicly examine such persons as were com- 
petent to give evidence on the facts, and on the accommodation and treatment of the 
children ; and that, as the Inquiry would necessarily touch upon many points of a medical 
character, Mr. Phelan should give me his assistance. 

On the 10th December we commenced our examination of witnesses, and closed it on the 
evening of the 18th, having been engaged in it the greater part of seven days, and having 
examined the Master, Matron, Assistant Master, and Medical Officers of the Workhouse, as 
well as several Members of the Board of Guardians. 

I carried on the Investigation in the Board Room of the Workhouse ; and in order to 
obtain a faithful report of the proceedings, I engaged a professional short-hand writer, who 
was instructed to take down every question and answer, verbatim. Reporters for Newspapers 
were also in attendance ; and I interposed no obstacle to their admission, or to that of any 
other person who might wish to be present, only making it a condition that the publication 
of the Evidence should not commence until the Investigation should be closed. 

The Investigation was protracted to a length which I did not anticipate ; but I thought 
it right to allow it to take as extensive a range as other persons might consider to be 
desirable (so that it did not become an Inquiry into other Institutions, with which I conceived 
we had nothing to do) and to permit any Member of the Board of Guardians freely to 
question the witnesses ; and I did not terminate the Investigation until I was assured that I 
had given “ every fair latitude in the examination of witnesses that could possibly have been 
expected from me in my official capacity .” — {See Minutes of Evidence, December, 18.) 

The following observations are drawn up with reference to the document which accom- 
panies them, containing all the questions and answers, as taken down by the short-hand 
writer engaged for that purpose ; the queries are numbered throughout, and I have referred 
to them by that means. 

The circumstances that more immediately gave rise to the Investigation were as follows : 

In pursuance of a resolution (928* » passed by the Board of Guardians on the 24th November 
upon the motion of Mr. Roper, an inquiry was instituted by the Board into the facts alleged. 

In that resolution it wits asserted and assumed, that of 100 infants admitted into the Work- 
house between the 11th May. 1840. and the 1st May, 1841, 94 were in good health at the 
time of their admission, which assertion or assumption was, notwithstanding the subsequent 
Inquiry, brought before the public and commented on as matter of fact. It was stated in 
the course of the Inquiry by Dr. Duncan, one of the Medical Officers of the Workhouse 
and his statement was supported by arithmetical computations, that the mortality among the 
children under two years of age, in the Workhouse, had been for one year upwards of 63 
per cent. ‘,848 to 860, 862 to 865). Tliis statement not being disproved upon the Inquiry, 
as it might have been, was also received as matter of fact, and coupling it with the assertion 
before mentioned, concerning the health of the children, it was currently said, that of 100 
children admitted into ihe Workhouse, of whom only 6 were unhealthy upon their admission, 

63 had died in the course of a year. This result was at once perceived by those who were 
conversant with the facts, to be so wide a variation from the true state of the case, that it 
was felt to be absolutely necessary to prosecute the Inquiry, beyond the point to which the 
Guardians had conducted it. 

But besides these, several other statements were reported in the Newspapers to have 
been made in the course of the same Inquiry, in order to account for the assumed excessive 
mortality, the incorrectness of which was immediately apparent to such persons as are 
acquainted with the Workhouse, but could not be so to the public at large ; — such as, that the 
day-room occupied by the mothers and infants was “ perfectly without light,” (494. 495, 

496), and ” under the level of the ground,” (497, 498) ; that the new day-rooms were “not 
tit for any purposes of human beings,” (678 to 688). As an instance of thelmproper crowding 
of the dormitories, it was stated that on a certain night, 113 persons, nurses and infants, had 
slept in one room. From what was elicited on the same occasion, it was inferred by some 
of the Guardians that children could not be reared in the Workhouse at all, and that the 
only safe and proper mode of relieving destitute children, was to send them to nurse in the 
country. Mr. Arkius is reported to have stated, in support of this view, that out of 64 
orphan children sent into the country by a Charitable Society, of which he was a member, 
only two had died. These statements, circulated by the Newspapers, could not but tend to 
produce a vety erroneous -impression as to the system adopted in the Workhouse, and as to 
the suitableness and sufficiency of the relief provided by Law for destitute children ; and it 



* The figures within brackets refer to the Numbers of the Queries in the Evidence. 
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6 REPOETS ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 

appeared absolutely necessary, when the Inquiry on the part of the Guardians>as closed, 
to^tate further steps, with the view of enabling the Poor Law Commissioners to make, 
whenever called upon, a full and correct statement of the facts, corroborated by evidence 

^Subtequentdyto the'lmustigation conducted by me, you requested two Medical Gentlenira, 
of great experience and unquestionable competency, to visit the Workhouse, for the 
purpose of examining into the accommodation provided thereinlor the pauper children 
under two years of age, and into their general condition and treatment. Dr, Evory 
Kennedy and Dr. Corrigan have bestowed great pains in complying with your wishes, and, 
their Report is before yon. It contains some very interesting and valuable statements of 
comparative mortality among children in various places, and under different 
As regards the present condition of the mothers and children in the Workhouses, and the 
way in which they are lodged, clothed, and dieted, it is on the whole satisfactory ; and it 
distinctly brings out the fact that the mortality ot the chddren under two ^ years iof age 
calculated upon the only intelligible and practical principle, has been, m the North and 
South Dublin Workhouses, less per cent, than the mortality of the children sent to he nursed 
in the country by the Dublin Metropolitan Police Commissioners or by the Governors of 
the Dublin Foundling Hospital, or by the Overseers of any parish m Dublin, from -which a 
Return could he procured. It is also stated by Dr. Kennedy and Dr. Corrigan to be 
considerably below the average rate of mortality of children under two years of age, ot all 
conditions, mthe Cities of London, Vienna, and Berlin, as given in M'Culloch s Mortality 
Tables. For the details I must refer you to the Report, pages 22 and 23 ; only giving 
here the following summary of the calculations and statements. The rate ot mortality oi 
children under the age of two years, is stated in that Report to he 

In London, 45 percent. 

Vienna, - -- -- -- -- - 

Berlin, - - - - _ “ “ “ “ " " 47 „ 

Of Foundlings supported by the Parish of St. George’s, - - 75£ » 

„ „ St. Michan’s, 75 „ 

St. Nicholas Within - 75 „ 

„ St. Michael's, - - 60 „ 

„ „ St. Mary’s, - - 56J „ 

n „ the Police Commissioners, - - 56 „ 

the Parish of St. Mark’s, - - 51i „ 

„ „ St. Peter’s, - - 49* „ 

>} „ the Foundling Ho', (at nurse in the country), 39-| „ 

35£ 



Mortality’in the North Dublin Workhouse, 
„ " South Dublin Workhouse, 



45 per cent. 
52 „ 



And among 1000 children of between 200 and 300 women who happened to be in the Workhouses, 
the Lying-in Hospital, and the Mendicity Institution, and who were exa min ed on the point, the 
mortality is stated to have been 34 per cent. 

The points upon which evidence was taken, are so numerous, that merely to touch upon 
them all would swell these observations to an inconvenient hulk; hut on some of them, espe- 
cially the rate of mortality, and the state of health of the infants on admission, it is necessary 
to enter rather fully. 

First, as to the rate of mortality : — Dr. Duncan has stated (848 to 865, 1741 to 1747,) 
the mortality to be 63 and a fraction per cent., adopting the method of M'Culloch, (858, 
865) namely, that of constant residence. This method of- calculation is as follows The 
number of days that each individual has remained in the Institution having been ascertained, 
the whole are added together, the aggregate is divided by 365, and the quotient is the 
number which may he assumed as the number of constant residents: — For instance, if 100 
persons have been admitted during the year, and have lived in the W orkhouse for periods 
averaging 150 days, the whole number will have remained 15000 days; divide 15U00 by 
365 and the quotient 41, (omitting the fraction,) will he the number of constant residents in 
the Workhouse for the year. In ascertaining the rate of Mortality, the actual number of 
deaths that may have occurred during the same period is to he compared to the number 41 ; 
so that if of the 100 individuals admitted, 10 have died, the rate of Mortality will, upon this 
method, he shown to have been as 10 to 41, or (omitting the fraction) 25 per cent. „ 

Now it is not difficult to perceive that this method is fallacious, for it assumes that the 
same proportion of those who were not constant residents would have died had they all 
remained in the Workhouse, as did die of the ascertained number of constant residents ; that 
is as 10 died of the 41 constant residents, so 15 of the other 59 would have died had they 
also remained. But this ought not to he assumed, for the 10 who are known to have died 
may have been the only persons out of the 100 who were diseased, or an epidemic of rare 
occurrence may have carried them off. ' 

It might also happen in this case, that of the 100 persons admitted, all might he alive at 
the end of the year, excepting the 10 who had died in the Workhouse ; so that while the 
statement that the mortality among these 100 persons in the Workhouse had been 25 per 
cent., would certainly lead to the assertion that 25 of them had died, leaving 75 survivors ; 
the facts would be that only 10 per cent, had died, and that 90, instead of 75, of the 100 
persons, were still alive. 

But further, upon this method the rate ofmortality may advance far beyond 100 per cent., or 
in other words, it may be made to appear, that from a given number more than the whole may 
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OF INFANT CHILDREN IN THE NORTH DUBLIN WORKHOUSE. 1 

. The aggregate number of days passed in the Workhouse by the 100 persons Mr.H«.i,’.R.po«T. 

b 5m!fteT rt miiht haTe^Sn S 3li50, in which case the rate of mortality would be stated as 100 
admittea, u k 10 ot the 10 o had actually died; or to take a possible case by way 

TilSration, the 100 persons may have remained in the Workhouse in the aggregate 36o 
of lUustrai i . th » numljeI . 0 f const[m t residents would appear upon this method to he 1 
the rate Of mortality 10 to 1 or 1000 per cent. ; hut the absurd propositon, that of 100 
4 ;! admitted 1000 had died in the Workhouse, would of course never be stated ; although 
CtS that 63 out of 100 had died, which results from a process of computation 
h trflv P similar appears to have been received, and to haveobtened credence at once 
e ^t KemThowJver, that Dr. Duncan in calculating the rate of mortality among the infants, 

J'd not Shere strictly to M‘CuUoch’s method ; had he adhered to it be would, I believe, have 
SradM a result that the rate of mortality was 116 per cent. ; hut m calculates the 
number of constant residents, he excluded the number of days which those who died had 
nnssed in the Workhouse, and added the gross number of deaths, to the number of constant 
SentT calculated only upon the number of those who had been discharged, or who remained 
Se By this departure from M'Oulloch’s method (a departure for which I am at a loss to 
ouimunt 1 the dividend, and consequently the quotient, were greatly mcreiaed , the i esolt of 
process w^ reduced to an amount which lias in the face of it nothing absurd or extremely 
improbable, and the manifest absurdity of the statement that 1 16 per cent, had died, or that 

° f The teSsVhitrftfobielHn view being a comparison of the mortality of infants m the 
Workhouse with the mortality of infants belonging to the same class out i if it, °‘ h “ 
i tlmse involved in M'Culloch’s method are necessary. As a mode ot com- 

narison between tile mortality in the W orlihouse and out of it, that method is not sufficient. The 
copulation of a Workhouse 'is so fluctuating and so peculiar, tlmt the absolute numbei of per- 
popuiatiqn » * , . • neriod as well as them condition on admission, the duration 

house (SI 2, 273, 382,) and the worst of those received remain there. ^ , • 

The following passage, translated from Quetelet’s “Physique Sociale, m 

« To afeertain the laws of mortality in establishments of which the population is 

« a healthy 

stal^TtS 

401, 928, 1765,) in which there is a column headed f mupers who me 

The object of this column is to secure an accuia . +w ; s cuard against any 

admitted, and classed either as able-bodied or as P, b rir{ j labour, by requiring that 

able-bodied pauper being placed maclass which is e. P . disa^lity should be 

where a statement of disability is made a speo.fi » SsWever been 
entered. This seems to have been cent. imp] late4 ’ t 4 ™*2iSkm was to bo registered in 
understood, that the state of health of e v . eJ 7 P J . children where it was not considered 
this column; audit appears that in: S’it was in a state of actual 
by the Medical Officer inspecting the ?hild on or ’ wherB t b e Board of Guardians did 

disease, and should be at once placed in the Ho p , , ; by tho Assistant 

not notice the state of health, an entry of “ S ood . health has been man^ y ^ ^ 

Master, upon whom devolved the duty of regi g P - b een assumed that the 
been made in the great majority of eases of infants, “ 4l ‘ J ^“Ltain how they had been 
entries were according to iaqt, it was of P rl ?^, t P nB 0 f forming a correct judgment, 
made, by whom, after what inquiry, and with ■ "$** Master and several Members of the 

With this object the evidence of the Master, Assistant-Master, an 

Board of Guardians was taken, (1 to 342). . health by Guardians, 

. It appeared that in some cases entries, were made ° ^ this ^ done, the 

presiding at a weekly Board for the admisaon o P. » . cases ^here no entries had 

Assistant Master copied such entries into the eg ’ . accor ^g t 0 his own judgment, 

been made, he ascertained the state of k®^h, an n29), but either formed his 

(142) ; in no case didhe have recourse to ^ Me ^u°^’tatemekt of the parent where 
own opinion by observation of the chiU, 01 B ^ 4 e P ‘ f Assistant Master was confused and 
the child was not an orphan, (17.9). ev idence w. — 

*.The original passage is as follows:— “ Pour temper nombre de j. ouni ®“ 

mens dont la population est mobile, il ne suffit p rl’^nvidus sur lequel ce nombre de iournee 

d’entretien; L\s qu’il faut am*i faire attentionau nombred etfe^fir- 
doit etre reparti. >lus ce dernier SpL /’-Vd. \ J*g* *»• 

mites Jiumames, plus les chances de la mortalite semblent devoir se mm F .*.***,*» ' 
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REPORTS ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 



Mr. Hall's R*?obt. contradictory on several points; he stated (163, 200, 202,) that the mothers were inclined to 

represent the health of their children to be worse than it really was, and that in making the 

entry he took the statement of the mother, (173-189), and still the fact (196) is, that nearly 
all the infants are entered by him as in good health, and that too contrary to his own opinion 
at the time (169, 189, to 192) in many cases. He accounts for this (201-204) by admitting 
that he made the enquiries in a careless manner, not being competent to arrive at a know- 
ledge of the case. With respect to the entries made, or the omission of entries by the 
Board of Guardians, it appears that they generally presumed that the pauper would be 
examined, and his state of health recorded by the Medical Officer subsequently to his admis- 
sion (236, 237, 248, 273, 291, 292, 297). 

The result of the Investigation on this point was an impression that the return . could not 
be relied on as accurate ; this was distinctly admitted by Mr. Roper, (943, 946,) it is affirmed 
by Guardians, (926, 965,) and by Dr. Duncan, (424, 425, 565, 1763). 

It would be superfluous to attempt to prove that destitute infants when they were admitted 
into the Workhouse were not for the most part in good health, had it not been assumed and 
commented on as a fact, that only 6 per cent, of them were in bad health at that period. 
Under the circumstances, however, I thought it right to collect the opinions on this point of 
the Guardians, the Medical Officers aud the Officers of the Workhouse ; they will be found 
plainly expressed in the Minutes of Evidence. 

The Assistant Master states concerning the children, (167), that they and their mothers 
generally presented themselves for admission in a very bad state, meaning (185) a state of 
emaciation and delicacy caused by destitution ; in his opinion many infants were admitted in 
a good state of health, (213), but the majority were in a bad state of health, (218). 

Mr. Barlow, the chairman of the Board of Guardians, states (249,) that the great propor- 
tion of the paupers, who presented themselves for admission, particularly the children, were 
in an emaciated, miserable state, in a far worse state than the adults (255) ; miserable in 
appeai*ance from want of food, proper care, and the nourishment which young children should 
receive (263). 

Mr. O’ Gorman states, that the mothers and children were seldom presented before the 
Board except in the utmost state of destitution, (274) ; that in many instances, the cases of 
the very young children presented for admission seemed to be quite hopeless, (286) ; that 
they were very weak, wretched, and worn out (287) ; and that if he saw his own children in 
such a state he would be very much alarmed for their safety. 

Captain Lindsay states, that, without expressing any positive opinion as to any disease 
under which the children laboured, his general impression was that a great majority of them 
came into the Workhouse with death written in then’ faces, (296). 

Mr. Swan states, that a majority of the children on admission were in a bad state, a state 
in which one might expect to find them, (325) ; a weak, low, bad state, approximating to 
disease, (326). 

The evidence given by Mr. Arkins is of a very different tenor to the depositions of other 
Members of the Board, and those of the Medical Officers, on this point. He considers that 
the majority of the children under two years old were healthy upon their admission into the 
Workhouse, (348, 361, 385). 

Dr. Duncan, one of the Medical Officers was examined at great length as to the 
state of health of the children on their admission ; he states his opinion to be that about 
one half of the children were healthy at that time, others in a delicate state, and others 
actually far gone in disease, (420, 421) ; that not many of the mothers were actually diseased, 
but generally speaking their health as nurses was deteriorated, and their constitutions not in 
a sound and healthy state. _ He could not speak positively as to the relative proportion of 
those children who were delicate, and those who were actually diseased, (556) nor had he 
any record to supply the information, (404, 558, 559, 562) ; he considered that 6 of the 100 
children were in such a state that it was impossible for them to recover, that the recovery of 
others was a question; but that they were not labouring under actual maladies which would 
necessarily prove fatal, (565). At a later period of the examination Dr. Duncan stated that 
not more than 20, nor so many, of the children were in a hopeless condition upon their 
admission, (870). 

Dr. Kirkpatrick, another Medical Officer, states that he has no record of the state of the 
paupers when he examined them on their admission (1008) ; that according to his present 
impression, some of the children were in good health, others in a hopeless state of health, 
and others in that state of disease as caused him to doubt the propriety of vaccinating them’ 
(1019) ; he thought that one half were healthy (1010,) 25 of the 100 being in first rate health,’ 
(1011) ; 6 or 8 were in the last stage of existence, and a good many more too delicate to be 
vaccinated (1012 ; 50 were in a diseased state, broken down in health (1015) ; the majority 
of the children admitted were bad subjects for any Epidemic (1018). 

The Matron of the Workhouse gives it as her opinion that the children were in a state of 
natural delicacy upon then- admission (1202), that some were in a very emaciated state (1 204), 
and that the healthy children bore a very small proportion to the others. 

Such is the summary of the evidence bearing directly on this point. With the exception 
of that given by Mr. Arkins, it is all to the same effect, and discloses precisely the state of 
thmgs that would be expected by any one who had considered the nature of the relief 
afforded in the Workhouse, and the condition and circumstances of that class of persons 
who in tho City of Dublin would be likely to avail themselves of it. Upon reviewing the 
evidence, ‘and reflecting on the facts of the case, one cannot but be astonished that any person 
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OF INFANT CHILDREN IN THE NORTH DUBLIN WORKHOUSE. 9 

in this City would be so credulous as to believe, or would venture to repeat, in the hope of Mr. Haix’b Report. 

being believed, the assertion, that of 100 children received into the Workhouse, 94 were in 

good health at the time of their admission. 

6 The question then may fairly be asked, whether the mortality of the children has been, 
under such circumstances, excessive ? The Chairman of the Board of Guardians replies to 
that question, that he does not consider it to have been so (975) ; and states his belief, that 
the opinion on the part of the public that the mortality has been excessive, has originated in 
a report unfortunately (976) and erroneously (977) spread abroad in the City. 

The evidence given by Mr. Arkins bears on this question, inasmuch as he described 
scenes of destitution that he had witnessed as a Trustee of the Roomkeepers’ Society, and 
which he stated to surpass any cases of wretchedness that have lately come before the notice 
of the Guardians, or that can now be seen in Dublin (356, 357, 369). These instances 
occurred before the opening of the Workhouse (371), and Mr. Arkins is not now aware of 
any persons being in a more destitute state than those that apply for relief (372). He 
accounts for the fact of parties who now apply for relief being in less urgent destitution than 
formerly, by stating that “ the Workhouse has weeded the City of those destitute cases” 

(382). Such circumstances, while they afford testimony to the efficacious operation of the 
Poor Law, at the same time would account for a far higher rate of mortality in the Work- 
house to which the persons who were previously existing in such misery resorted, than out of it ; 
for they must constitute a much larger proportion of the inmates of the Workhouse, than they 
had before borne to that class of the community from which they were taken, and their constitu- 
tions and those of their children must have been irretrievably impaired by the wretchedness 
and privations of their previous existence (377, 379). And yet the rate of mortality in the 
North Dublin Union Workhouse is, as compared with the rate in similar Institutions, remark- 
ably low. Dr. Duncan is reported to have stated in his examination before the Board of 
Guardians, that it is 17| per cent., while in ten Metropolitan Workhouses the mortality as 
ascertained by M‘Culloch in the year 1837, was 29 per cent. 

It is satisfactory to be able to state, that the notion of excessive mortality has not 
extended beyond the class of infants under two years old in the Workhouse. In a noto 
which I received from Dr. Duncan on the 15th May, 1841, he gives his opinion respecting 
the children above two years old, from personal examination of them, that “ their general 
state of health was highly satisfactory (540),” and when questioned by me on the subject, 
during the recent Investigation, he stated his belief that the children from two years 
upwards have improved in health since their admission into the Workhouse (541). Dr. 

Corrigan, in a note accompanying a copy of his and Dr. Kennedy’s Report, writes thus : — 

“ There is a part of the Workhouse statistics we had an intention of noticing, but want of 
space prevented us, the state of the children from two to five years of age, who are all so 
remarkably healthy and fine looking.” I may here notice the opinions, recorded from time 
to time since the opening of the Workhouse, of the several Visiting Committees of Guardians 
appointed for the purpose of inspecting the Workhouse and its inmates. It is prescribed by 
your regulations that a series of questions referring to the conditioned the Paupers and 
various matters connected with the discipline and management of the Workhouse, should be 
periodically answered in writing by a Committee of the Guardians, (1559 to 1561). One 
of these questions is, “ Are the young children properly nursed and taken care of; and do 



Evidence* * No? *3, page 98. I wiil only state here that. 40 of the answers are in the 
affirmative without qualification; 8 are qualified affirmatives; 5 state that there are no 
complaints, or no reason to think otherwise; 2 notice that the children, or some of them, 
are delicate in appearance ; 2 mention the prevalence of measles, and 1, the last, implies a 
deficiency of accommodation in the Nursery and Day-room ; 3 answers are stated not to 
relate to children under 2 years of age. 

It is impossible to give anything like a fair analysis of the evidence taken on the several 
points involved in this Investigation. Those persons who believed the mortality among the 
the infants to have been excessive, attempted, as was natural, to account for the excess by 
alleging numerous defects in the system, and instances of mismanagement. The over- 
crowding of the dormitories, the unsuitableness of the day-rooms, the scantiness of the 
clothing, the want of air and exercise, and other circumstances incidental to these, were 
adduced as the concurrent causes of the excessive mortality, which, though not pr o ved, was 
assumed to have taken place. Especially it was to be expected that the Medical Officers 
would be anxious to show that the mortality was connected with circumstances over wbichthey 
could have no control, or whichThey could not control with sufficient promptness ; and thins it 
has occurred that their evidence appears to be somewhat criminatory of the Board of 
Guardians, whose peculiar province it is to govern and manage theWorkhouseinafi matters 
of detail, and to direct the Officers in the execution of their duties. Possibly the recom- 
mendations of the Medical Officers were not always attended to by the ^ 

implicitly, or carried into effect as immediately, as these Officers might have considered that 
they should have been; but I think the evidence shows a constant desme onthepart ot the 
Board of Guardians to act upon the advice and opinion of their Medica. Officers, as iai a. 
was possible, without surrendering their own opinion in matter? on which tney, as 
sense, were as competent to judge as Professional persons ; and from my own 
believe the Guardians are disposed to concede to the Medical Officers, nm 7 
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10 REPORTS' ON ' THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 

Mr.Hin'.EjposT. authority over the details of the management of the Workhouse, than is altogether con- 

sistent with the responsibility which the Commissioners have, by their regulations, imposed 

upon the Master and Matron of the Establishment, 

Whether such defective arrangements have been made or allowed to continue in the 
Workhouse, as would conduce to an excessive mortality, may he. collected from the Minutes 
of Evidence. Certain it is that most exaggerated and untrue statements have been circulated 
in this respect. I have already mentioned that the day-room occupied by the mothers and 
children was reported to be under the level of the ground; whereas it appears that the room 
bcino' built on a slope, the floor is in fact a few inches below the level ot the ground on the 
one side, and a few inches above it on the other, (497, 498.) It was also reported of this 
room that it was totally destitute of light; whereas all that could have been truly said is, 
that it has a northern aspect, so that the sun at no_ time shines directly into it, (494, 495, 
496) In the report of Dr. Corrigan and Dr. Kennedy, the situation of this room is 
correctly described (page IS), and they say of it, “the room had been without a fire and 
unoccupied for some days before our visit— the floor and walls were perfectly free from damp.” 

I have also mentioned that Dr. Duncan is reported to have given Ins opinion before the 
Board of Guardians that the now day-rooms arc not fit for any purposes for human beings ; 
upon heiim-- examined by me on this point he made a more qualified statement (678) ; but he 
did not know the dimensions of the rooms, nor the number and size of the windows in any 
of them (6S4, 685, 686 i. In the Appendix to the Minutes of Evidence, No. 4, will be 
found the exact dimensions of each of those rooms, the number and size of the windows in 
each, and of the ventilators. I will here describe the smallest of them, selecting it as the 
one which on that account might be considered most objectionable. 

It is 64 feet lens, and 15 feet 3 inches wide ; its height at the sides is 8 feet 6 inches, and 
in the middle 12 feet 3 inches; it has six windows of. which three are 5 feet 3 inches by 
2 feet 6 inches, and 3 are 3 feet by 2 feet 6 inches : and it has 2 Louvre boarded ventilators, 
each 3 feet square, and 2 feet 6 inches high. 

A want of means of enjoying air and exercise has been alleged as tending to the ill health 
and excessive mortality of the infants. The evidence of the Matron is conclusive as to the 
existence of any just ground of complaint in this respect (1357 to 1376). It is shown that 
so soon as it was reported to the Board of Guardians that such recreation was advisable, it 
was signified to the Matron that the infants were to be taken into the garden by their 
mothers. This order of the Board the Matron found it difficult to carry into effect, owing 
to the indolent habits of the parents ; she was obliged to enforce their going upon fine days 
sis a point of discipline : and so flu- from them expressing a wish to go into the garden, 
“it was rather a compulsory thing to get them into it.” (1374). . 

As to the spaciousness and the ventilation of the Wards in which the women with their 
infants have been at different times put to sleep, it is impossible to condense the evidence 
given on these points. Doubtless the ventilation of many of the Wards is susceptible of 
these improvements which modern science has effected elsewhere; in some parts of the 
Workhouse alterations in this respect have beeu made as recommended by the Medical 
Officers : but the greater part of the establishment has now only the same means and con- 
trivances for ventilation that were in use when the Workhouse formed a portion of the House 
of Industry, aud which were thou deemed sufficient. It must not however be forgotten that 
by the erection of Halls in which the Paupers take their food, and Day-rooms, the accom- 
modation has been greatly extended and improved, under the orders of the Commissioners ; 
and every sleeping ward, excepting those occupied by the classes of sick or bedridden 
paupers, may now he thoroughly cleansed and aired during the absence of the inmates 
every day. 

With respect to the statement before alluded to, that on the 17th of February, '1841, -53 
infants and 60 mothers and nurses, were sleeping in one room, which statement was adduced 
as an instance of the improper way iu which the sleeping Wards were permitted to be 
crowded, it was satisfactorily proved* by the Matron that only 90 persons, not 113 as stated, 
had slept in the room on that occasion ; the Matron produced iu support of her assertion 
documentary proof, which being verified by a special Committee of the Board of Guardians, 
satisfied them that the report as to the 113, was incorrect, and the person who had made it, 
then being present, admitted its incorrectness. 

Without entering into minute considerations as to whether this or that arrangement in the 
Workhouse is defective, or capable of improvement, and as to the parties on whom rests the 
responsibility of making or declining to make alterations, I must content myself with decla- 
ring that I know of no step suggested as an improvement by any person whom I examined, 
that might not have been taken at any time since the Workhouse was opened, in perfect con- 
sistency with the regulations of the Commissioners ; nor am I aware of any measure which 
has beeu, or might have been adopted, with the view of promoting the healthiness of the 
Workhouse, to which any of the regulations issued by the Commissioners has been an obstacle. 
The infants are now placed with their mothers in Wards, of which Dr. Kennedy and Dr. 
Corrigan express their decided approbation ; they might have been placed there at any 
time, had it been apparent that a necessity existed for removing them from the other Wards. 
At any time the change might have been effected with equal facility as now, for the Work- 
house has never contained so many inmates as at present. So also as regards their food and 
clothing, and that of their mothers, they are left to be dieted, clothed, and treated by the 
Board of Guardians in all. respects as the Medical Officers may advise. In accordance with, 
this, is the fact, that it was never implied, in the course of the Investigation, -that the alleged 
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defects and instances of management arose out of, or -were at all connected with the general Mr. Hall's Rs 

rules under which the Institution is governed, except that in one instance an alleged want of 

promptness in extending the accommodation of one class of Paupers was attributed to a 
mistaken notion of system and order (475), and in another the Matron expressed her appre- 
hension that a certain proposed change would “ interfere with classification.” (1301). 

I have found it difficult in drawing up these observations to guard against the use of lan- 
guage implying an admission on my part that there has been an excess of mortality among 
the infant children, and that such irregularities and defects have existed, as are adduced by 



other persons to account for what they assume to have been the ease. I must therefore 
distinctly express my opinion, that there has been much less to find fault with than could have 
been expected, considering how. novel were the duties of both Guardians and paid Officers, 
and how rapid was the innux of paupers, upon the opening of the Workhouse. None know 
better than the Commissioners what evils are to be apprehended under such circumstances, 
and I think they cannot be more clearly pointed out than they were in your letter addressed 
to the Board of Guardians on the 31st March, 1840, upon the declaration of the Workhouse, 
and on the 19th May, 1840, when the admission of paupers had commenced and was rapidly 

proceeding. (See Appendix to the Minutes of Evidence, Nos. 1 and 2). The timely warning 

then given was not disregarded; and I can now,, after the lapse of 18 months, reviewing the 
past circumstances, and looking to the present state of the Workhouse, congratulate the Com- 
missioners and the Guardians on the almost total absence of the evils indicated in those letters. 

It is, I think, apparent upon a perusal of the Minutes of Evidence, that the charge of 
excessive mortality among the infant paupers, together with the statement of facts adduced 
to account for it, is the result in a great degree, of a preconceived opinion, that destitute 
children cannot be satisfactorily maintained in the Workhouse, and that the Legislature 
ought to recal into existence, for the purpose of relieving them, the extinct svtem of Found- 
ling Hospitals. I am not required to state here the moral and social evils, which being 
inseparable from Foundling Hospitals, have in most places led to their suppression. The 
additional expense that would ensue, if Boards of Guardians were empowered to pay for the 
sustenance of every infant child represented to be either deserted, or in want, would be 
almost without limitation ; for a Board of Guardians could hardly ever refrain from exerci- 
sing their power of granting this description of out-door relief, when appealed to ; and the 
test of the Workhouse being removed, such appeals would be innumerable. But the chief 
consideration, with reference to the recent Investigation, is the fact thereby established— that 
the chances of life among a given number of infants relieved in the Workhouse, are greater 
than among an equal number entrusted to hireling nurses in the country. The Return from 
the Dublin Foundling Hospital shows that of 51,527 infants received from the year 1798 to 
1831 inclusive, 38,674 were sent to be nursed in the country, of which last number 15,252 
died under two years of age ; and it further appears, that those who were sent to nurse were 
the more healthy infants of those received, for 12,153 died in the Hospital before they could 
be removed from it to country nurses, the balance of 700 having been returned to then- 
parents ; the mortality of the country-nursed infants was 39i per cent. The returns from 
the Police Commissioners, and those from the Dublin Parish Officers, exhibit a much larger 
proportion, that of the former being 56 per cent., and the most favourable oi the latter, the 
return from St. Peter’s Parish, giving 49£ per cent; while the mortality ot mfants m the 
two Dublin Workhouses has been shown to have been respectively no more than Oof and 
35i per cent. _ , , 

I. have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

RICHARD HALL, 

_ _ r - . . Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



REPORT to the Poor Law Commissioners — By Denis Phelan, Esq., M. B. C. S. L., 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Rathmines, January 23rd, 1842. 



Hating, as directed, attended the Inquiry held at the N orth Dubhn y orkhouse, redative ; 
to the condition and state of health of the iniant children in that Institution, I have the honor 
to offer a few observations on the Medical portion of the evidence given on that occasion. 

The points chiefly insisted on were— Istly. That the mortality of the class in question, 
namely, infants under two years of age, was excessive. . , , . » . t* _ 

2ndly. That this excessive mortality was, in a great degree, caused by the infants being 
placed in ill-ventilated, dark, and over-crowded day rooms and dornntones. 

3rdly. That being so placed, a delicacy of constitution was induced, which, lU Mny 
instances, terminated fatally in consumption, or which rendered the infan s a su j 
contend with such attacks of Epidemic or other diseases as occurred amongst ™ em ' . ., 

The mortality which takes place in Hospitals, is usually calculated by 
deaths with the admissions. From a former Report of mine on the state o 
Dublin Union Workhouse, it appears that, of 4,171 destitute persons admttedi mto 



jJUDiin union vv oritnouse, n appears wav, ui . T • , aTI A 

the 4th of May, 1840, to the 31st of August, 1841, 2,550 were received mtoHoyiffik^a 
that many beside were under Medical treatment. The proportion admitted mo p 



that many beside were under Medical treatment. I he proportion aomittea v 

tal of the South Dublin Workhouse was still greater. . 1 , i . j 

It would, therefore, appear that the mortality in this Workhouse may be faMy^cmaLeu 
on the same principle as in Hospitals, and that this particularly applies to ctul 
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two years of age, as I find that of 274 of this class admitted into the North Dublin Union 
Workhouse, 218 had been under Medical treatment, and that the remaining 56 might have 
required Medical assistance occasionally. — [See Mr , Browne’ s evidence , Query 1689.1— An 
additional reason for calculating the mortality of this class in the same manner as m Hospi- 
tals is, that the majority of the children were in had health on admission, and that they were 
all exposed after admission to the influence of Measles, Scarlatina, and Hooping Lough. 

By this mode of calculation the actual mortality which takes place can be accurately ascer- 
tained On the 245 first admitted— those on whom Dr. Duncan’s calculation was made, and 
of whom 87 died, it was 35* per cent. Up to the 31st of December last, the admissions 
of this class amounted to 275, the deaths to 98; the mortality was therefore 35§ per cent, 
on these admissions. During the same period it was 35£ in the South Dublin Workhouse. 

Doctor Duncan, one of the Medical Officers of the North Dubhn Workhouse, estimated 
the mortality which took place amongst the class in question, to be 63 per cent., and stated 
that he calculated it to be so on the principle of constant residence m the same manner as 
Mr. M'Culloch calculates it in the English Prisons.— [ See Queries 857, 858, 859, and 860, 
of the printed Evidence. ~\— But this mode of calculation is liable to two fatal objections, 
istly. The relative mortality which takes place in a fluctuating population cannot be accu- 
rately ascertained by any such process ; and 2ndly, it assumes that those who have been 
discharged, and those that remain, would die in an equal time and number as those that have 
actually died. But experience proves the contrary to be the case, as it is found that such as, 
on admission] arc much enfeebled from the want of the necessaries of life, or who labor under 
chronic disorders, die in Workhouses as elsewhere, in far greater proportion than such as 
are differently circumstanced; and that, as might reasonably be expected, the number 
discharged, in any given time, contains a far greater proportion of those who were healthy, 
than of those who were sickly on admission. Any results, therefore, which are derived 
from this mode of calculation, must, on close examination, be fallacious. In fact, the two 
Medical Officers of the Institution differ widely on this point. Doctor Duncan states, in 
answer to Query (1751,) that 63 per cent, of the infant class died in that establishment, 
whilst the Surgeon, in answer to Query (1693) : “ Is it a fact that 63 per cent, of the 
children admitted into the Workhouse under two years of age have died ?” replied “ I think 
not and Dr. Kirkpatrick observes, “ If Dr. Duncan’s calculation went before the public 
alone,” meaning unaccompanied by Mr. Phelan’s, “ it would be misunderstood, and persons 
would suppose that 63 out of 1 OO'admitted into the house were consigned to their graves.” ,i 

To jud<*e whether the mortality in the North Dublin Workhouse amongst the class under 
consideration (namely, infants under two years old,) has been excessive, it appears to me that 
we should, if possible, ascertain the actual mortality amongst all infants of the same age in 
a o-iven population. 2. What proportion the mortality of the infants of the poor — such as 
are likely to be subjects for Workhouse relief — bears to the total mortality which takes place 
amongst the infants of all classes of society in the same locality. 3. The condition and 
state of health of the infants admitted into the Workhouse; and, from the information so 
afforded, estimate whether any, or what higher rate of mortality might reasonably be ex- 
pected to take place amongst the latter. 

Until 'a correct registration of births and deaths exists, every accurate information on the 
first point is not to be obtained, but there are some data which may perhaps be sufficient for 
our present purpose. It appears from returns obtained by the Census Commissioners, that 
in Drogheda and Tullamore the mean mortality of all infants under two years of age, 
during a period of five years, has been 27* per cent., compared with the total population of 
children of that age. Assuming this to be the amount of mortality which takes place amongst 
children of the same age in the City and County of Dublin, we are enabled to use it in our 
inquiry on the second point. 

When we consider the numerous privations that are endured by the class which constitutes 
the objects for Workhouse Relief, the insufficiency and the unwholesomeness of their food, their 
want of adequate clothing and fuel, the state of their lodgings, and their habits, in a word, 
their entire condition, — it may naturally be inferred that their children must be far more 
liable to disease, and that a considerably greater portion of them would die, than those of 
persons in a more comfortable condition. Numerous proofs to this effect could be adduced, 
but the circumstances are so universally known that it is needless for me to dwell on them. 

If the total mortality of infants under two years of age in the three portions of society. — 
the wealthy, the middle class, and the poor, — to be taken at 27 per cent., it will, I think, be 
considered moderate to estimate that of the children of the very poor to be, at least, one- 
third higher, which would make it 36, that is, about per cent, above the mortality which 
has actually taken place amongst the infant class in each of the Dublin Workhouses. 

Although no Medical record exists with respect to the state of health 'of these infants, 
when admitted, sufficient information has been obtained to enable us to form a tolerably cor- 
rect opinion on the subject. 

The Deputy Master, who registered the names, and who spoke with the mothers, or with 
such as had charge of the children ; the Guardians, who were Chairmen of the Admission 
Boards, and the two Medical Officers, gave the following evidence in reference to the health 
of the children on admission : — “ I think the majority were in a bad state of health.” “ The 
great proportion were in an emaciated state.” “ The children appeared to me to be in a 

*The mortality amongst the same class is stated to be 25£ per cent, in Sweden, and 32£ in France 
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miserable state, a wretched miserable state.” “As to the young children, in many instances, Me. Phelan’* 

their case seemed to be quite hopeless.” “ My general impression was that a great majority Medical Repoet. 

of them came in with death written in their faces.” “ The majority of them came in what I 

conceive to be a bad state.” “ The majority of them came in a state of disease, or in such a 
W eak low, bad state, as to approximate to disease.” 

Dr. Duncan said “ I should think about one half of those admitted are healthy. The 
cases were principally Consumption that came in actually diseased.” 

Dr. Kirkpatrick, “some in good health, others in a hopeless state, and others in that state 
of disease that I would doubt the propriety of vaccinating them.” 
a j n poo, 25 were in good health, 50 in delicate health, and 25 not so remarkable for per- 
fect genuine health, but still not diseased ; 50 were in a diseased state, in broken health.” 

Here we have it established on the evidence of one of the Officers of the house, of four 
Members of the Board of Guardians, and of the two Medical Officers, that at least one-half 
these infants were in bad health when admitted. It now becomes necessary to inquire 
whether, subsequently, they are unavoidably exposed to any influences tending to act inju- 
riously on them. . . . 

It may be right to observe that mothers occasionally come with their children into Work- 
houses, not merely to obtain food and lodging, but with the additional view of placing them 
in the Hospital. A poor woman, who is in a state of destitution, but in good health, and 
who has a sick child, will not be admitted into any of the City Hospitals ; but she knows 
that by becoming an inmate of the Workhouse, her child, if seriously ill, will be taken into 
the Hospital of that Establishment. That this not unfrequently occurs may be inferred from 
Dr. Duncan’s reply to the following Query (1750). “ Will it not be an inducement for a 
woman who has a sick child to apply for Workhouse relief,. when she knows that it will be 
provided with Hospital and Medical attendance ?” — “ Certainly.” 

F Considering the evidence given respecting the health of these children, it will, I think, be 
admitted that a large proportion of them must be bad subjects to contend with an attack of 
any serious epidemic. On this point Dr. Kirkpatrick’s evidence is conclusive. His answers 
to Queries, (1017 and 1018,) are: — “The great majority of those who were previously 
delicate, would be the more unfit to struggle against an epidemic disease, as Measles, Scar- 
latina, or Hooping Cough.” “ The majority of the children admitted are bad subjects for an 



^It is established on the same Gentleman’s authority that there would be a liability of an 
Epidemic spreading ; frequent admissions from time to time will always supply us with con- 
tagion from disease, and once the disease is admitted, itjwill be always difficultto prevent it from 
spreading amongst the young class of children. “ I think our infants will be always liable to 
run through the danger of the Epidemic within their first two years.” See answer to Query 
(1520). And Dr. Duncan, in reply to Query (527), shows that such Epidemics have 
occurred in the House,— that Measles, Scarlatina, Pneumonia* and Hooping Cough have 

^ Considering all these circumstances, it is my decided opinion that the mortality of the 
Infants in the Workhouse has not been excessive ; on the contrary, it appears matter of 
surprise, that it should be only 8J per cent, higher than that which takes place m children 
of the same age, belonging to all classes of Society outside the Workhouse. 

I now proceed to enquire what share the day-rooms and. dormitories may be supposed to 
have had in influencing the health or mortality of the children.. In reply to Query (882,) 
Dr. Duncan answered, “ the over-crowding of the day rooms is a main cause of the mor- 
tality.” In this Dr. Kirkpatrick concurred, and stated in addition that bethinks the 
dormitories too crowded.” It is however to be recollected, that Dr. Kirkpatrick when he 
gave this opinion acknowledged that he did not know how many slept m the dormitory to 
which he so objected, see Query (1033); and that Dr Duncan thought there .were ,113 m 
the dormitory No. 50, when in reality it appeared that for two nights only 90 slept there, 
the average being from 50 to 60. , , „ ~ „ 

I have repeatedly examined these Wards, andlbeheve that they are sufficiently capacious 
for the number of nurses and infants who were usually placed m them. It is my opinion 
that the dormitory No. 42 complained of, considering its construction and the number of its 
windows, must at all times have contained an adequate supply of good air for all 
It is true this Ward is somewhat less lightsome than many ol the other Wards m the 
Workhouse, hut I cannot understand what valid objection can be made to it on that aceoimt, 
or why very strong light is so necessary for a mere sleeping room. Its distance from other 
buildings, and the number of its windows, must admit of very per ec per ■ rjr ' : ‘ 

I feel some hesitation in opposing my opinion respecting the salubrity of these rooms to 
that of Doctors Duncan and Kirkpatrick, the Medical Officers, who are men of much mfor- 
mation and intelligence ; but it appears to me that they have, in a great measme overlooked 
the real causes ofosuch mortality as did occur, namely, the condition of the infants on admis- 
sion, and tbeir unavoidable exposure subsequently to epidemic. diseases. . , ■, 

It is the almost universal opinion of tbe Meffical Profession, that m tedttd 

over-crowded rooms, fever is likely to occur. Tbe absence, of it amongs rpmarkable 

in tbe rooms which are stated to be in that condition is, however, a 7 t . 
feature. One of tbe Medical Officers was asked, see Que ries (1636 to 1640), »nen 

* Dr. Duncan considers Pneumonia to have been of an Epidemic character in the house. 
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Mr. Phelan’s Wards are over-crowded, is fever a disease that ensues?” and his answer is “ occasionally.” 
Medical Repoet. “Have the Nurses attending the Children had fever?” — “No.” “ Has fever occurred 

amongst the Infants?” “ No.” “ As it has not occurred amongst the Nurses, how do you 

explain the circumstance of their being so free from it in Wards which are represented to 
he ill-ventilated, unwholesome, and injurious to the lives of Infants ?” — “ I explain it by 
the fact, that this establishment has not been at all subject to fever.” “ Is it not the opinion 
of most Medical authorities that fever is generated under certain circumstances, such as 
want of ventilation, crowded rooms, &c.?” — “ The causes of fever which you mention are 
thought to produce it.” “ As fever has not prevailed in this establishment, is it not primd 
facie evidence of the healthfulness of the Wards ?” — “ Many of the women lost their health 
in these Wards. It is primd facie evidence that they were exempt from fever, and that the 
crowded state of the rooms did not produce fever.” “ Is fever found to be the particular 
disease which is generally generated by crowded and unwholesome dwellings?” — “ Not 
generally, but frequently it is ; crowded dwellings frequently produce fever.” 

I consider that this evidence goes far to disprove the insalubrity of these Wards ; for, 
were they such as to affect the Infants to the extent alluded to, I am of opinion that some of 
the Nurses would have been affected with fever. 

The Medical Officers assert, that the over-crowded and ill-ventilated state of the Rooms 
in which the Infants were placed produced Scrofula ; and to this they attribute much of the 
mortality that occurred. But their evidence to this effect is, I thirds:, far from being con- 
clusive. 

Dr. Kirkpatrick says “ I have not the slightest doubt upon my mind of Scrofula being 
largely engendered in this establishment and a similar- opinion was given by Dr. Duncan. 
In proof of the correctness of this view, the former, referring to post mortem examinations 
observes, — “ I remember no case in which there were not Scrofulous Tubercles in some part 
of the system.” But in answer to a previous question — (1087,) he replied: “ I observed 
that there were no Tubercles in four or five cases.” This evidence is so much at variance 
that it is difficult to found any conclusion on it. But admitting that most of those who died, 
were scrofulous, such a condition must, I think, be expected from the class known to be 
admitted. The evidence given respecting them, by the same Gentleman is : “ Scrofula in 
Dublin is very prevalent among the lower classes, and no matter what disease carried off the 
child, Scrofulous Tubercles prevailed in the system.” 

When a large number of the children admitted into the House are known to be tainted 
with Scrofula, it being very prevalent amongst the class from whence they are taken, it may 
be reasonably expected, that as the parties so affected are usually the most liable to serious 
illness, and, of course, to die under such attacks, Tubercles will be found on making post 
mortem examinations on them. This constitutional affection or taint is shown to have existed 
in many previous to admission, a fact which is clearly proved from the return of deaths sup- 
plied by the Medical Officers ; for I find that no less than 21 of the Infant class died within 
one month, some within a week after admission. Scrofula would, surely, not have been so 
fully and so rapidly developed, within so short a period, that their deaths could be mainly 
owing to it. But whatever share such constitutional affection may have had in causing death, 
it cannot be denied that in those, and in many others, Scrofula must have existed before their 
admission into the establishment. 

_ I now feel it necessary to notice the evidence given relative to the diseases which imme- 
diately caused death. Both the Medical Officers stated, that the children who died between 
the 5th and 9th days, in Measles, died, not of that, but of some other disease. Doctor 
Kirkpatrick’s answers on this head, to Queries (1650 to 1686,) and Dr. Duncan’s to Queries 
(1729 to 1736,) is the evidence to which I allude, and is in substance to this effect — that if a 
person who .labours under Measles dies, during its progress, with symptoms which denote 
that serious in flamm ation of the substance or of the Mucous Membrane of the Lungs exists, 
the disease of which the patient dies is not Measles, 'but Pneumonia or Bronchitis ; and that 
when, in the progress of Fever, the Brain, or Peritoneum (the lining Membrane of the 
intestines,) becomes dangerously i n fl am ed, and death ensues, the disease of which the patient 
dies cannot be called Fever, but Inflammation of the Organ which has become so affected. In 
each of these cases, the fatal event is referred by the Medical Officers to the secondary, not 
to the primary disease. 

This is not, in my opinion, a correct mode of designating the cause of death, nor is it the usual 
practice of the Profession. In support of this opinion, I beg to refer to the Registrar General’s 
first Report, page 94, in which Mr. Farr observes — “ In fixing the Tabular List of Diseases, 
the following prmciples have been attended to— when, after Hooping Cough,” (which disease 
is given as an instance,) “ it was stated that the patient died of Pneumonia, the case has 
been referred to the primary disease ; and the same principle has been referred to in airm'lar 
instances.” As Mr. Farr is a very high authority on this subject, I feel it my duty to show 
that the view taken by Drs. Duncan and Kirkpatrick, in marking complicated diseases, is at 
variance with the principles laid down by him, and, as far as I am aware, by all other Medical 
authorities of eminence. 

Finally, I beg to give it as my opinion, 

lstly. That the mortality ot the Infants in the North Dublin Workhouse was not ex- 
tensive, but rather under that which, considering all the circumstances, might have ’been 
expected. 

2ndly. That such mortality as did take place was not caused by the state of fhe Day- 
rooms or Dormitories, but, 
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3rdlv. That it was owing to causes beyond the control of the Poor Law Commissioners, Mb. Pklus’b 
the Guardians, or the Medical Officers, namely, the emaciated and unhealthy state of a large Medical Refobt. 

portion of the Infants when admitted, and the unavoidable exposure of all to attacks of 

Measles, Scarlatina, and Hooping Cough. 

I have the honor to remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient, humble servant, 

DENIS PHELAN, M.R.C.S., Load. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



REPORT to the Poor Law Commissioners. — By Evory Kennedy, Esq., M.D., &c. 5 
and D. J. Corrigan, Esq., M. D., &c. 

Merrion-square, Dublin, 12th January, 1842. 

Gentlemen, 

Ik compliance.with your request of December 20th, that we should visit the North Dublin Medical Repout of 
Union Workhouse, “for the purpose of examining into the accommodation provided therein Dr - Kerned* and 
for the Pauper Children under two years of age, and into their general condition and Dr ' C oHIilG AK - 
treatment,” we beg to say that we have made our Inspection, and wo submit to you the 
following Report : — We may premise it by observing, that the Workhouse is well situated, 
beinff in°the extreme North Western boundary of the City, the ground on which it stands 
possessing an elevation of 10 feet 8 inches above the level of Stephen’s Green, and being 
only 2 feet 2 inches below the level of Mountjoy-square. 

Lying-in Ward, No. 61 Wc deemed it necessary to visit this Ward, as the management 

of mother and infant in it must have considerable influence on the health of both afterwards. 

This Ward contains eleven beds. The number of occupants necessarily varies very much. 

On the night preceding our visit, including nurse-tenders and attendants, nine women and 
five infants slept in it. It i3 43 feet 4 inches long, 19 feet 1 inch wide, and 13 feet 5 inches 
high ; containing 10,929 cubic feet. It afforded to each individual of the number that slept 
in it the preceding night, 780 cubic feet of air, undergoing, by its ventilators, &c., a con- 
tinual change. The floor is boarded. The light and supply of air are amply sufficient. 

The bed clothes for each bed consist of a thick cotton rug, a double blanket, and a pair of 
linen sheets, which appeared to be an adequate supply, The sheets and dresses .are changed 
once a-week. The diet varies according to the nature and wants of each particular case ; 
but, as a general rule, half a pound of bread and half a pint of milk are allowed daily to 
each infant from the time of its birth, and one and a half pints of milk, one pint of tea, one 
quart of whey, and from one to one and a quarter pound of bread daily, with gruel occa- 
sionally to the mother. Both mothers and infants appeared to bo doing well, and the 
bedding and all the furniture of the Ward were cleanly and in good order. 

Suggestions.— We beg to offer the following suggestions for improvement in the manage- 
ment of this Ward : — 1st. The door of the Ward opens into the hall, so very near to the 
outside door opening into the yard, that some of the beds, and a portion of the Ward nearest 
the fire, where the infants are washed, are unavoidably exposed to draughts of cold air. 

We would suggest a continuation of the present screen, converting it into a box-screen, with 
a second door and spring-keeper, or some similar contrivance which would remove this defect. 

2ndly. There is no want of a sufficient supply of fresh straw for the beds, whenever 
called for, but, in some, its short and broken state showed that it had not been changed for 
many weeks. The Nursetender, Daly, admitted that it had not been changed under one 
of the patients for five weeks. Neither is fresh straw always supplied to each patient on 
admission, its distribution, being left to the discretion of the nurse of the Y\ ard. it should 
be a regulation of the Ward to supply every bed with fresh straw on some appointed day 
in every fortnight, as well as on the reception of each patient, and with more trequent 
changes whenever required. . „ . . , 

3roly. There appears to be some irregularity, and occasionally deficiency in the supp y 
of gruel to the lymg-in women. Women in their confinement should have an ample supply 
of such nourishment. . . , . , 

4thly. We would strongly enforce the necessity of having an educated Midwife m charge 
of the Lying-in. Wards instead of the present Nursetender, Catherine Daly, who is not 
qualified to undertake as much of the duty as falls to her share. , , . 

5thly. At the extremity of the Lying-in -Ward is a small Ward appropriated to Patients 
after Surgical operations, and although there is a second door to it, the ordinary passage is 
through the Lying-in Ward. For obvious reasons, the connexion between these Wards is 

J Day Rooms.— (Ward No. 52.)— This is the original Day-room, which had been occupied 
by nursing mothers with their children under two years of age, from the opening of 
Workhouse in May, 1840, to the 24th December, 1841, with the exception of about four 
months spent by them in another Day-room. The number of Nurses in this room wen 
occupied was generally about 30, and of children from 34 to 37. Tbs room is 66 feet 7 
inches long, by 14 feet 6 inches wide, by 13 feet 8 inches high, and contains about 12 ,009 
cubic feet of atmospheric air, or about 180 cubic feet to each occupant. The house, ot wiucii 
this room forms a part, is built upon sloping ground, the floor of the. ropm eing one 
below the level o£ the yard (A) on the %he? or North side, and 1 0 inehes above the level 
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of the yard (B) on the South or lower side, from -which it is separated by the able-bodied 
women’s Work-room (C), the floor of which is six inches above the level of the yard on the 
South side. 

A Day 




The room had been without a fire and unoccupied for some days before our visit — the 
floor and walls were perfectly free from damp. 

This room has a Northern aspect, is badly lighted, and there are no means of affording 
sufficient ventilation without exposing the inmates to injurious currents of air. Another 
circumstance renders this room objectionable : in the upper part of the wall separating it 
from the able-bodied women’s work-room, there are four permanently open ventilators, 
measuring 3 feet 6 inches by 3 feet. The work-room was very much crowded, and accord- 
ing to accidental circumstances of the door and windows being shut or open, portions of the 
vitiated atmosphere of this room must flow through the ventilators into the children s Day- 
room. Any communication between the atmosphere of the women’s work-room and the room 
appropriated to the Nurses and children is objectionable. 

For the reasons specified we cannot recommend Ward 52 as a Day-room. 

On the opposite side of the yard, and with a Southern aspect, is the room (now converted 
into a Chapel,) which had been occupied by the Nurses and children as a Day-room for the 
period of four months already alluded to, viz : — F rom F ebruary to J une last. 

The floor of this room is flagged, and is slightly raised above the level of the ground 
immediately close to it, but it is four inches below the level of the old Day-room, No. 52. 
This room is 105 feet 8 inches long, 15 feet 3 inches wide, 8 feet 2 inches to eaves and 12 
feet 3 inches to ridge of roof, and contains 16,260 cubic feet of atmospheric air, or about 242£ 
cubic feet to each occupant. 

It is better lighted and ventilated than Ward 52, but a flagged floor is occasionally damp 
on the surface. The ^building is only one story high, and lies against the main building of 
the Workhouse, which rises three stories over it. From these and other objections, which 
it shares in common with Ward No. 52, we do not recommend it as a Day-room for the 
Nurses and infant children. 

Dormitories. — Ward No. 50. — Occupied by nursing mothers and their children under two 
years of age, from the opening of the house to 6th of last November, runs North and South, 
and is two feet above the ground level and boarded. It has 14 windows, 12 of them 5 feet 
7 inches in height, by 3 feet 6 inches in width, and 2 windows 3 feet 6 inches in height, by 

2 feet 10 inches wide ; seven of them with the upper sashes opening downwards, and four of 
them provided with ventilators the full breadth of the windows, and 6 inches wide ; there 
are two fire-places and one door. This Ward is 62 feet 3 inches long, 20 feet 3 inches wide, 
and 12 feet high. It contains 31 double beds, with lateral inter spaces between the beds of 
about 6 inches. The number of Nurses sleeping in it averaged about 30 with as many 
Infants ; on the occasion of a press for room in the house, 46 women and 35 children slept in 
this room for two nights. 

This room contains 15,126 cubic feet of air, and supposing it to accommodate on an 
average 30 Nurses and 30 Infants, would afford to each individual 252 cubic feet of air 
undergoing a change through ventilators, windows, and fire-places. 

We found the bedding of this Ward (reported to us to have been the same used by the 
nurses and children,) amply sufficient and clean. 

In November the children were removed to Ward No. 42, where they remained for about 
five weeks. This Ward is two stories high, built over the rooms of the female Lunatics; on 
one side is a wing of the Workhouse 1 3 feet distant from it, and on the other side, at about 
a distance of 78 feet is the district Lunatic Asylum. The Ward itself is 76 feet 7 inches 
long, 17 feet 9 inches wide, and 16 feet 11 inches to ridge of roof. There are 12 windows 

3 feet 6 inches, by 2 feet 6, inches wide, and one fire-place. 

The same number of Nurses and Children being accommodated in it, this Ward would 
afford to each individual about 308 cubic feet of ah’. In respect to supply of ah’, this Ward 
is superior to Ward “ 50,” but its contiguity to the Lunatic Asylum, its being lower than 
the buildings on both sides of it, and its distance from any room that could be used as a day- 
rooin, render it, in our opinion, not the most suitable for a Dormitory for the Infants. 

On the 24th December the children were removed from this Ward, (No. 42,) to the 
Wards appropriated to infirm people, where they remained for only four nights. It is only 
necessary to notice this distribution of Infants among the infirm and aged, as one that should 
not be repeated. The Infants were removed on the 28th December to Ward No. 48, which 
they now occupy. 

Present Dormitory , — ( Ward , No. 48.) — This Ward has both Northern and Southern 
aspect. It is in the highest wing and in the highest story of the building, being 39 feet 
2 inches to eaves, and having most free and open circulation of air on both sides. It has 14 
windows, with the upper sashes coming down, the lower ledge of open part of window being 
9 feet above the level of the floor. This Ward is in length 96 feet 10 inches, in breadth 
19 feet 11 inches, and in height 12 feet 6 inches. At our visit it contained 29 nurses and 
30 Infants. There is a separate bed allotted to each Nurse with her Infant. There were 16 
able-bodied women sleeping in it, exclusive of the nurses in the Ward. The able-bodied 
women should be removed. Supposing this room to be appropriated solely to the Nurses 
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, ijjidren and. the average number to be tbe same, viz., 30 Nurses and 30 Infants, this Medical Rbpobt of 
311(1 ° measuring 24,065 cubic feet would afford to each individual 401 cubic feet of air. The Dr - KE!isEDY - md 
r °° m d on this point alone has great advantage over the two Wards we have previously Dr ' CouniGX *- 
't^ced independently of its enjoying on both sides a most free emulation of air. We have, 
therefore, no* hesitation in expressing our decided approbation of this Ward, as the Dormi- 

tor X0°Jave\erc to repeat what we have already noticed, with regard to the necessity of 
-me certain day being appointed for a change of straw in every bed. 

It may be well to give at one view the space allowed to each individual in these 

Dormitories : — ' 

The allowance to each individual is in the Lying-in Ward, No. 61, 780 Cubic Feet. 

Ia Dormitory, - [ I fc'JSS ” 

” 48, 401 „ 

In Soldiers’ Sleeping Rooms at Royal Barracks, containing Accoutre- 
ments, Clothes, Arms, Tables, Forms, &c., - 378 „ 

In more modern Barracks somewhat more room is allowed. 

■ The temperature of several of the Dormitories was taken at 12 o’clock at night, on the 
4th January. Fahrenheit. 

Closet, 40, --- 55“ 

Ward, 40, ... 55„ 

Hospital Wards, No. 63,' - - " *" 0 

,,64, - - - 52 

„ 65 & 66, - - • 55° 

Suggestions .— The Ward No. 48, is at present occupied by the Infants and Nurses both 
as a Day-room and Dormitory, an arrangement which is not conducive to health or cleanli- 
ness. Ono of the most necessary means of preserving health in both_ old and young is by 
allowing a free and unobstructed circulation of air through their sleeping room for several 
hours every day. To insure this, the Nurses when sent out of the Dormitory in the 
morning, ought not to be allowed again to enter it before retiring for the night; and as some 
of the Infants require to sleep during the day, a bed with a screen may be appropriated for 
them in the Day-room, or what would be preferable, the small room connected with the pro- 
posed Day-room, would afford this accommodation. _ * 

There may be some difficulty in selecting a fitting Day-roona for the Infants ; more 
especially as we cannot, for reasons already specified, recommend either of the Rooms here- 
tofore occupied for this purpose ; they are at too great a distance from the present Dormi- 
tory, and in the morning and evening transit to either of those Day-rooms the Infants must 
be occasionally exposed to cold and wet. We would beg leave to suggest that v\ ard No. 43, 
directly under 48, and nearly equal in size, should be appropriated for that purpose. I his 
room is well lighted, and possesses considerable elevation, the advantage of a double row ot 
windows, and a Southern aspect. . . , 

The small rooms at the end of both Dormitory and proposed Day-room are useful append- 
ages through which a communication may be opened between the Wards ; and they can so 
be made useful in facilitating the adoption of arrangements for ensuring clea css. 

Under the proposed arrangement, the Infant department would be self-contained, and the 
daily changes of the Infants from the one to the other Ward, unattended y ns o exposure 
to rain or cold ; should any insurmountable objection exist to this arrangemen , . we wo 
then propose Ward 54 to be substituted for Ward 53, but the greater dimensions of the 
former render it preferable. , , , , , , . . 

Health of Nurses .— The Nurses appeared in good health, although deficient m their capa- 
bilities, as Wet-nurses. Three of them were in Hospital, one for an affection of the Lungs, 
the second for Hernia, and the third for a slight Febrile affection. , _ 

Food As the children up to 2 years of age are all at their mothers breasts, the dietary 

of the Nurse attracted our attention equally with that of the Infants. 

Each Nurse ia supplied with two meals daily; breakfast at 0 and ^ner at 4 >e former 
consisting of 21bs. aiS a quarter of thick Stirabout, and apmt of Sweet M lk, the latter of 
3ilbs. or Potatoes, and a pint of Buttermilk. We examined the Milk, Potatoes aud Sto- 
bout, and they appeared of excellent quality. A few of the Nmses are TVr on dav and 
Milk, under Medical direction, and they get a pint of Soup at ^ A ave 

Thursday. These meals are taken in the common dining hall, after ‘ ^S/dfemales. 

dined, the children in the mean time, being left in charge of some o . , * ■ j 

No Nurse is allowed to carry away with her, from the dimng-haU, any p j? 

From 5 p.m. to 10 a.m. is too long "a period for Wet-nurses to be without food, ^d je ar £ 

opinion that giving an evening meal of Milk Gruel about 9 o clock *.M. , m : 

health of mother and child ; or what might be a better arrangemen , pven j ng m eal 

their morning meal at half past 8 or 9, their mid-day meal at 2 pr0 _ 

at 8 or 9 p.m., instead of the present hours. This arrangement, mep and 

moting a better supply of parent’s milk for the Infant, would secure , 

given out for the Children, being devoted to their own use. „ 
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Children —The Children up to 2 years of age are not separated from their mothers. W e 
first examined the 28 Children in the Day-room. They were generally pale, with a soft 
flaccid state of the limbs, and the majority attenuated. A few, however were comparatively 
more thriving, and more particularly two out of the five shown to us as having been born in 
the Workhouse, (one of seven, the other of eight months old). Five of the Children had 
slight enlargement of the glands of the neck, the majority had been ailing and m Hospital 
once or twice since their admission. Of the 23 who came into the Workhouse, the mothers state 
that i5 were in <-ood health on their admission, that the other eight were labouring under 
disease, and two of them stated that their Children had improved since admission. Of 
42 Children in the Workhouse under 2 years of age, on our visit, 14 were in Hospital, 6 
labouring under Affections of the Chest, some of them Phthisical two had Diarrhoea, and 
2 had Hoopino- Cough ; one was suffering under disease of tlio Brain ; one had slight 
Opthalmia, onc° Tabes Mescnterica, and one had a slight Febrile attack. . 

The Hospital arrangements for the Children are defective. 1 he Children labouring under 
contagious diseases, are not separated from other Children who may happen to be in Hospital 
at the 5 same time ; some cases illustrative of the inconvenience resulting from this came 
under our observation. This is a defect requiring to be remedied. Should severe epidemics 
make their appearance, it will be difficult to prevent them from spreading through adults as 
well as Children. The immediate insulation of a contagious disease, on its appearance among 
Infants, is peculiarly necessary, from the greater mortality occurring in the early periods of 
life. 

Morbility and Mortality of the Children under two years of age . — We found it impossible 
to arrive at satisfactory conclusions as to the actual amount of sickness that had occurred in 
the House ; the Avant of separate Wards for the Children, and the difficulties necessarily 
attendant on the opening and formation of so Large an Establishment, together with the 
Hospital Books returning frequently the names of both Nurse and child, where only one of 
them was under treatment, prevented our getting precise . information on the amount of 
morbility that actually occurred among the Children. We give however the following Hos- 
pital Report furnished to us, for twelve months, commencing May, 1840, the only period 
for which we could obtain a Return : — 



Hooping Cough, ... ... 16 

„ Complicated with Pneumonia, 6 

Consumption, ... ... 3 

Pneumonia and Consumption, 2 

Pemphigus, ... ... 1 

Do. and Consumption, ... 1 

Convulsions, ... ... 1 

Small Pox, ... ... ... 1 

Bronchitis, ... ... 11 

Pneumonia, ... ... 6 

„ Complicated with Consumption, 1 

Diarrhoea, ... ... ... 3 

Consumption, ... ... 8 

Measles, ... ... ... 1 

„ with Convulsions, ... ... 1 

Scarlatina, ... ... 9 

Itch 1 

Pemphigus Gangrenosus, ... 1 



Herpes, ... ... ... 1 

Teething, ... ... ... 3 

Scrofula, ... ... ... 1 

Small Pox, ... ... ... 3 

Chicken Pock, ... ... 3 

Ophthalmia, ... ... ... 10 

Hydrocephalus, ... ... 6 

. „ with Consumption, ... 2 

Remittent Fever, ... ... 4 

Marasmus, .. .. 2 

Abscess, ... ... ... 1 

Convulsions, ... ... 5 

Febricula, ... ... 1 

Worms, ... ... ... 1 

Diarrhoea, ... ... ... 8 

Cholic, ... ... ... 3 

Diseases not specified, ... ... 30 



157 



The Tables of Mortality have however been accurately kept, and the following is the ! 



Report handed to ns : — 

Total Admissions from opening of House, 11th May, 1840, to 

1st January, 1842, - - - - 275 

Discharged, - - - - - - - 129 

Died, - 98 

Remaining in House, - 48 



Which makes the proportion of thoso admitted, that died in the Workhouse, 3 5| per cent. 

It is difficult to form a perfectly accurate estimate whether this Mortality is abovo or 
below the mean mortality of Children under exactly similar circumstances ; for, with the 
exception of Iho Report of the South Dublin Union Workhouse, we aro not in possession 
of Returns from any similar Institution, where a" constantly changing population under two 
years of age, the duration of residence varying from one day up to 19 months, forms an 
element of the question ; and the difficulty is still further increased, by the Workliouso 
Reports not furnishing a statement of the health of the Children on admission. To afford all 
the means in our power of coming to a conclusion on the amount of Mortality in the North 
Dublin Union Workhouse, we subjoin the following data and calculations, derived from 
various sources, of the mortality of children under two years of age. 

By the Report of the South Dublin Union Workhouse from its opening in April, 1840, 
to the present January 1842, it appears that there were — 



Admitted, 


- 


- 208 


Discharged, 


- 


- 86 


Died, 


- 


- 74 


Remaining in the house, 


- 


- 48 



Which gives a mortality of 3 per cent, on the admissions. 
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-o 0 .; s t r ar-Genei’aI , s Reports for England have not yet extended over a sufficient Medical Repoet of 
iff tn fnable us to draw any accurate conclusion from them. Li . Karan nd 

pe Th list Census for Ireland is not sufficiently advanced to afford us the necessary informa- Dl ’ Colllu 
• ine The Commissioners have, however, handed to us the only Returns made out, viz: 
f° n ’ D -oeheda and Tullamore, giving the ratio of deaths in relation, not to the births, but 
toffie existing Population, under 2 years of age, for an average of 5 years : then- Return 

gives a mortality j n Drogheda of 26 per cent. 

In Tullamore of 28 per cent. 

in his Mortality Tables gives the following as the mortality of infant life in the 
J} . f London Vienna, and Berlin. Of 1000 Children born at the same period in those 
Cifc there will be alive at the end of two years in 

London, 548, Vienna, 471, Berlin, 528, 

ivimr 48 per cent, as the mortality of Children under two years of age in those three great 

With the view of ascertaining as nearly as possible the rate of mortality among the 
J„n under two years of age in the poorest classes of our own .country, wc questioned 
^ women of the Workhouse, u to the total number of their Children, and the 

nronortion that died under two years of age, before their admission into the Workhouse; 

E, had the same enquiries made of the women who happened to be m the Lying-in Hospilal, 
and of the women in the Mendicity. Our examination included from 200 to 300 women. 

Of 1000 Children born, 340 died within two years, being a mortality of 34 per cent. In 
Sweden the mortality of Children under two years of age kWw all classes of Society, is 
Mi ner cent.; in France 32J per cent. The mortality of Children vanes much m the 
different classes of society, being fax greater among the poor than the rich the want of food 
and of the necessary comforts having a serious effect m destroying infant life. 1 he mor- 
tality of the Children sent from the Foundling Hospital of Vienna to he nursed in the 
surrounding country has been found to fluctuate according to he plenty or scarcity of the 
current so Jon. In Paris the mortality among the Children of the arronchsscments .inhabited 
hv the poorer classes is at the lowest calculation twice the mortahty occurring m the arron- 
disscmcnts inhabited by the wealthier classes. The same has been observed throughout 
Franco; in tlie poorer departments one-fourth of the Children die within the 1st year, in 
the richer departments only the same number die within 5 years. . . . 

But the mortality still increases in deserted children, wlio with their other d^mations 
suffer the loss of the mother's care. The reports of the Foundling Hospital of Dublin are 
before us for 34 years, (its improved period) including fiom li J8 to 1631. 01 51 52i 
Children received into tlio house there died m tlio interval bclorc being sent to , nui.c 12,lo3, 
being a ratio of 23 per cent. 700 were returned to then- parents, and of tlic remaining 
38 674 sent to nurse in the country, there died under two j ems ot age lofioi, king a 
moVwity of 39i per cent, on the Children sent to nurse, the average annual mortahty on 
the total number lor the period of 34 years being 53 8-10tlis pci ce . 

Tlio liccords of Foreign Foundling Hospitals, with very lew exceptions, exhibit a much 

’tk in our hands tk Betas of darted children 

tad by the Police ran the City .of 

safes ^ ^ ° £ d Di ' isim 

on an aJerag”about 5 months supported at nurse, out of the Pohee Fund. Oi the ,5, 

number received and sent to nurse, the number that Ahere are no books at alL 

parishes the hooks are either so badly kept as to be 1^ , ^ eitber a rccor d of 

The reply sent us, in one instance, thdr care. They trust to memory for 
ffieir proceedings, or a registry of the Children unae ^ „ gimiJar have bc en 

the number and names of the children placed at nur j succeeded in obtain- 

received from others, The Mowing are the parochial returns, we have succeeded in ootam 

mg, of the mortality of Deserted Children under 2 years o ag 
St. Catherine^ Parish 



Year. 

1832, 

1833, 

1834, 

1835, 

1836, 

1837, 



Died. 



Year. 

Brought forward 

1838, 

1839, 

1840, 

1841 



Found. 

14 

2 

2 

6 

6 



30 

Mortality, 36 per Cent. 

C 2 
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Year. 


St. George’s. 
Found. 


Died. 


1836, 


8 


4 


1837, 


8 


5 


1838, 


1 


2 


1839, 


2 


2 


1840, 


7 


8 


1841, 


3 


1 










29 


22 


Year. 


Mortality, 75$ per Cent. 

St. Marys. 

Found. 


Died. 


1834, 


22 


12 


[1835, 


18 


14 


1836, 


19 


14 


1837, 


23 


6 


1838, 


21 


8 


1839, 


30 


13 


1840, 


7 


8 


1841, 


8 


8 










148 


S3 


Year. 


Mortality, 56^ per Cent. 

St. Veter's Parish. 
Found. 


Died. 


1831, 


5 


_ 


1832, 


16 


4 


1833, 


9 


9 


1834, 


32 


8 


1835, 


25 


14 


1836, 


20 


17 


1837, 


24 


13 


1838, 


19 


13 


1839, 


17 


8 


1840, 


20 


8 


1841, 


20 


9 










207 


103 



Mortality, 49A per Cent. 



St. Mark’s. 



Year. Found. Died. 

1836, 14 6 

1837, 2 1 

1838, 5 3 

1839, 10 6 

1840, 5 3 

1841, 3 1 

39 20 



Mortality, 5lJ per Cent. 

St. Michaels. 

Year. Found. Died. 

1836, 

to 5 3 

1841, — — 

5 3 

Mortality, 60 per Cent. 

St. Michan’s. 

No Assessment. 

Deserted Children given in charge to a Woman 
in Hammond-lane, until got into Workhouse, three 
out of four died in her charge. 

Mortality, 75 per Cent. 

St. Nicholas Within. 

Found. Died. 

Since 1834, 4 3 

Mortality, 75 per Cent. 



Ventilation . — We consider the modes of ventilation at present in use in all ti e rooms 
appropriated to the Children defective. 

To render ventilation efficient, there should be 1st, abundant space; 2nd, the air should 
be ever changing ; and 3rd, the room should be as free as possible from draughts. To secure 
the first we have recommended the exclusive appropriation of the large Wards, No. 48 as a 
Dormitory, and 43 as a Day-room. Although convinced of the advantages derivable from 
the number of occupants being strictly apportioned to the size of the chamber, yet as a 
favourable opportunity existed of testing the accuracy of the principle, we visited the 
Hibernian School in the Phccnix Park, and obtained its Medical Statistics for several years 
from Dr. Elkington. 

These Returns give for the real's 1828. 1829, and 1830, the proportion of 262 per cent, 
as haying passed through Hospital, when the number of pupils amounted to 600, its full 
compliment, while only 187 per cent, passed through Hospital in the year 1832, 1833, and 
1834, when the number of inmates, by a reduction of the Establishment, was diminished to 
about one half. 



The decrease of deaths of the Infants of the Dublin Lying-in Hospital from 1 in 6 to 1 
in 20 that followed the diminution of the number of occupants in the Wards, and introduc- 
tion of improved ventilation, effected by the late Doctor Joseph Clarke, confirm the 
advantages of ventilation and the necessity of not permitting the number of occupants in the 
Infants room of the Workhouse to exceed that at present accommodated. But no matter 
how large the chamber, or what number of cubic feet of air each person is allowed, unless 
its continual change be provided for, the air must become vitiated and injurious to health. 
Arrangements must therefore be made for securing a constant change or circulation of air, 
where so many individuals occupy the same chamber. 

The ventilation at present is dependent on windows, doors, and chimnies, but as 
Dr. Ihrckbeck has very properly observed, “ doors are for passages, windows are for light, and 
there should be apertures for ventilation.” The windows constitute an excellent means of 
ventilation when the occupants are out of the Wards, and should then all be kept open; 
but the worst means when the occupants are within the Wards, as in the latter case it is 
impossible to prevent the inmates shutting them, and if left open, particularly unprotected 
i v xf 6 V “7 contrivance calculated to direct the currents from those within, 
it is doubtful whether they do not produce a greater degree of mischief than of good. The 
supply of so vital a necessary to human life as air, should be so provided for as to render it 
impossible that it could be interrupted by any accidental interference, whilst its introduction- 
should be so regulated as to guard against converting one of the prime necessaries of life 
into an active cause of disease. 

Pending the institution of a more comprehensive system of ventilation, we would recom- 
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mend provision to be made for securing the supply and escape of 360 feet of air per 
minute, in each of the Infant Wards. The arrangements for effecting this should be inde- 
pendent of windows and doors, which may thus be kept closed, when the rooms are occupied. 
™ The simplest and safest expedient for effecting this object will be the leading up several 
funnels or air-tubes from different parts of the ceiling in each Ward, to communicate with 
the external atmosphere, either by opening into the space between the upper ceiling and the 
roof "from which the impure air can be discharged through louvred windows, or these tubes 
may open directly through the roof itself, terminating with a cap, to prevent down-draughts. 
Tins object will be further accomplished, and the portion of air next the ceiling, which is 
usually the most impure, will be drawn into the tubes in horizontal currents, by placing at a 
few inches from the mouth of the air-tube within the room, a circular disc, spreading some 
distance beyond the aperture. Having provided for the exit of the vitiated air, some modifi- 
cation of the following plan should be adopted, in order to afford an equal supply of pure 
air Several openings may be made through the sides of the Wards, at different points, on 
a level with the floor, over which perforated zinc plates should be secured, to regulate the 
admission of the air ; the amount of air to be admitted through them being equivalent to 
that which escapes. 

We would recommend the zinc plates to be perforated with holes of not more than one- 
eighth of an inch in diameter, and about one inch asunder. The air passing through will 
then enter the room in streams so fine and so far asunder from one another, that it will 
almost immediately, by its intimate mixture with the internal air, acquire a mean temperature. 

Each ventilator may be a cast metal funnel let into the wall, slightly curved to prevent 
the lodgment of rain, with the wider or inner end one foot square, covered with the zinc 
plate perforated as described, and the outer or smaller end diminishing to an opening of two 

ia ° fold for' Infants . — Each Nurse receives for the daily use of her child, fib. of bread, and 
x a pint of milk, both of excellent quality. . 

We are of opinion that for very young Infants a les3 solid food than bread and milk would 
answer better, such as barley or grot gruel, carefully made and fresh, with a greater or less 
proportion of milk according to their ages Under the most favourable circumstances, the 
practice of mothers continuing Children at them breasts after the first year is questionable, 
but under the circumstances in which mothers in a Workhouse are generally placed, we look 
upon the practice as highly injurious, and one on which the prejudices of the parent however 
strono- should yield. We doubt not therefore that taking the Children from their mother’s 
breast at a year old at farthest, and at a more early period where a necessity is indicated, 
would tend considerably towards securing good constitutional health in Children at this 

116 A^a further means of effecting this object and preventing the occurrence of disease, an 
extra allowance of milk, animal soups, or at a more advanced age, even a small quantity of 
animal food should be allowed to those Children who are not thriving, although not fit 

subjects for Hospital. , - . . , , v 

Clothing —Each Infant is provided with a calico shift, a flannel waistcoat, a linsey petti- 
coat, and a check calico frock, and shoes; some of them also had socks and calico pinatores. 
The material of which the clothes are made is excellent, but the arms and chest are too much 
exposed; it would bee onducive to the Children’s health to have sleeves added to their present 
dresses, and to have them altered in conformity with those of the children from. 2 to 5 years 
of age at present in the Workhouse. The clothing of the Children generahy is in a more 
cleanly state than is usual with Children in similar walks of life m them .own homes ; but still 
not as cleanly in many particulars as it might be. No provision exists for guarding the 
Infant from cold on going up and down stairs from one part to another of the buildmg, or 
even on going into th! yards' ; but we were informed that when the Nurses and Children were 
occasionally brought out to the garden they have lately been allowed to wear their blankets 

%teNurses e ought each to be furnished, in addition to their present dress, with about two 
yards of wide drugget or baize, which they can wrap round their Children and themselves 
on their being exposed to changes of temperature : a precaution quite as necessary to preserve 
the health of the nursing mother as the Infant, and one which will deprive her of the only 
excuse she at present has for not being in the open air as much as her own and her child s 

“toT-The prejudice of the mothers against the use of the bath for their Infants was 
such that we were informed they had rebelled en masse against its employment ;m fact we 
found but one out of the 30 who gave her child the advantage of this adjunct to health- 
most of the others rested satisfied with washing theface, some thehmbs, ^dafewthe 
hands and arms of their Infants, but none of them washed'the whole body. The health of 
tho child depends so much on the proper performance of the functions of the slan which 
can only be secured in infancy by the daily use of the bath that this prejudice should be 
immediately overcome and a 'regular and safe system of Ablution introduced and persisted 
in ; these observations would apply with equal justice to mothers and Children. M 

The Superintendent immediately in charge of the nursery andresponmbleto ^Matron, 
is one of the Paupers themselves ; she possesses no influence to enforce attention to the rules. 
There is a want of a fitting person to be placed over the nursery department whose supe- 
rior station and decision would give her sufficient weight and influence to introduce better 
habits ‘in the nursery in this as well as in other particulars. 



Medical Repoet of 
Dr. Kesnedt and 
Dr. Cobbigas. 
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Mxdicai, Repost of 
Dr. Kennedt and 
Dr. Cobrigam. 



We have the honor to remain, 

Gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

D. J. CORRIGAN, M.D., 

Physician to the Hardwick Fever, and Whitworth 
Hospitals, Lecturer on the Theory and Practice 
of Medicine in the Dublin School of Medicine, 
&c., &c. 



T o the Poor Law Commissioners. 



EVORY KENNEDY, M.D.E., & T.C.D., 

Fellow of the College of Physicians, &c., late Master 
of the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, &c. 



Exermemth'op'mair .- There does not seem to be sufficient stxicW m enforang tie 
rules upon this subject, jot upon their observance depends very ranch of the health of both 
Nurse and Child. We were informed that in this matter the Nurses were most intractable, 
many of them remaining with their Children confined to the Wards for weeks, despite the 
repeated solicitations of those placed in charge of them Exorcise in the open air however, 
is so vitally essential to parent and Infant that it should not be left optional. In fact there 
should be an established order, for the Day-rooms to be vacated, and it necessary locked for 
several hours in each day throughout the summer, ond for at least 2 hours every day, the 
weather at all permitting it, in winter. The Garden as being more open to fresh air and 
light, is much better adapted as a place for exercise than the Courts. In summer, benches 
ought to be placed in it. In winter it is safer not to have seats, as the more the N urses move 
about whilst in the open air the better, bnt a shed should be erected in the Garden to aford 
them shelter when required ; and in order to correct their indolent and sedentary life some 
light occupation ought to be imposed on them. 



Minutes of Evidence. 
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minutes of evidence. 



Workhouse, . Friday, 1 Oth December, 1841. 

Mr- Reid, Master of Workhouse, called in and examined by Mr. Hall. 

I Are you in attendance at the Board of Guardians when Paupers apply to be admitted ? — lc 

No Sir; but the Assistant Master is. H 

1 2 Who makes the entries in the Registry Book ? — The Assistant Master made them 

sin f HowTong have you been here ? — I think from the 30th of October, 1840. 

4 ' How soon does your duty require you to see Paupers after their admission into the 
Workhouse ?— Immediately after, Sir. # . 

5 But you have nothing to do with making any entries as to the condition of the Paupers, 
or any other entry connected with the Paupers?— No, Sir ; the Assistant Master does that. 

6 You see the Paupers immediately after their admission ?—I do. Sir, in mostly every 
case on the evening of the day on which the Paupers are admitted. 

7 ’ Where are they when you see them ? — In the Probationary Ward. 

8. When you see them have the entries been made respecting the Paupers in the Registry?— 

^ T °n ^Wh a t is the course taken with the Paupers when you see them in the Probationary 

1 There is a Ward Master who attends to undress the Paupers and have them 

washed and cleansed, and the House Clothing is issued to him, and he sees them clothed. 

I see what Male Paupers there arc ; the Matron sees what Female Paupers there are upon 
her side and I see that man, woman, and child are clothed. 

10 Do you supply any information as to the circumstances of the Paupers, which is to be 
entered in the Registry ?— I do not, but the Assistant Master does. 

II When you see the Paupers in the Probationary Ward, do you examine them by 
askin'* them questions as to them bodily health, their cleanliness, freedom from disease, or 
the contrary— do you make any examination of that kind when you see Paupers in the 
Probationary Ward?— I cannot say that I do : I am no judge except of the cleanliness of 

^ 12. Are you in any way cognizant of the entry made in the Registry, or any other Book, 
as to the state of health of the Paupers upon admission ?— I never make the entry; the 
Assistant Master always makes the entry. . , _ , . w . , 

13 Do you inquire when you see the Pauper in the Probationary V ard, with a view oi 
ascertaining whether he or she has been seen by the Medical Officer or not?-Indeed I do 
not ; there are many cases in which I did not make the inqmry, thinking that the Medical 
Officers might be in attendance themselves. . . n , , 

14. Have you in your possession the Rules of the Commissioners for the Government of 

the House ? — Yes. „ , ... , 

15. Are von ant that this is one of the Regulations, “ as soon as a Pauper is admitted, 
hit or her name shall he duly entered in the Register , and l,e or she shall he placed m the 
Probationary Ward , or in some room to he exclusively appropriated for the purpose, and shall 
there remain until examined by the Medical Officer of the Workhouse 9 are you a o aw 

of the Mowing duty of the Master of the Workhouse, winch is to be found m he 31st 
Section and 2nd Article “ To duly register the Paupers admitted into the Worhhiwe aid 
to cause them to he examined by the Medical Officer?” -I am i aware that tee aie the Orders 
of the Commissioners ; the Assistant Master attends ; tat I am obliged njon the adnmsion 
day to visit the House, which takes me till the admission of the Paupers is all over, and 1 
am not ready to go near the Paupers till sometimes five o clock in t e evening. 

16. Am I to understand that you consider the Assistant Master disch^mg file duty of 
the Master; that he sees the Paupers placed m the Prohatiomry Wards, sees them 
examined by the Medical Officer, and superintends their cleansing ?— He is supposed to do 

it is prescribed by Oommissjoners ^no P^per £ 

be admitted! into the Workhouse till he has been examined by the Medical Officers , thes 
are the instructions of the Commissioners— are they not .—Yes. -rr r 

18. You say you see every Pauper after admission ?-At the Male *de of th e Hons »1 
see every Pauper ; I see every Pauper admitted mto the House after the Board breaks up 

19. Do all the Paupers enter the House at the same time the day of admission . No , 

there are some of them I don’t see that evening. , . ent 

20. Do you see the other Paupers that come m, upon the same day, J without 

to their Wards ? — In many instances I do ; and there is no Pauper sen ^ 

the Ward Master letting me know. He asks me what vacancy there , 
can accommodate the Pauper, and we consult together upon the subjec . 



you 1 



n accommodate the .Pauper, and we consult togetuer , 

21. Do you give directions that a Pauper is to be put into such or such a Ward, or ao 
>u leave it to the Ward Master to do so ?— In many cases I leave it to turn. 
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22. Does he see the Paupers washed or cleansed ? — He is supposed to see them washed 
and cleansed, but he may not he present when the washing is going on ; he may be drawing 
clothes out of the store at the time the Paupers are preparing to be dressed. 

23. Mr. Roper. The extent of your evidence would go to this, that you see the raupers 

in general "in the Probationary Ward, upon the evening of their admission ?— In many cases 

14 24 °Is not seems them in very many cases, seeing them in general ? Is not your evidence 
this thatingenerS you see the Paupers in the Probationary Ward upon the evening of 
their admission ?— There are so many Paupers that I cannot give an answer. There is not 
a Monday I do not visit them, hut they may not be all there at the time. 

25 I only ask you with regard to those in the Probationary Ward ; you generally see 
them upon the Monday evening ?— There may be some Mondays I don t even see them in 
the Probationary Ward, but there is no Monday I don’t visit the Ward, sometime in the 



6T 2fT S There may be some days that you do not see them in the Probationary Ward!- 
Not the whole of them, not the entire. . J , . . 

27. There never occurs a Monday evening that you do not go into the Ward ?— As near 

as my recollection leads me there is not. . „ . 

28. Could you go into the Ward without seeing them if they were there ?— That is 
according to the time I may go round the House, at 9 or 5 o’clock. It is according to the 



29. Are we to assume from your evidence that you look upon the Assistant Master as 
discharging all your duties, with regard to the admission and inspection of the Paupers, on 
the day they are admitted ? — I expect that he does. 

30. That being the case, what you have said as to the washing of the Paupers, and the 

o-eneral remarks that you make as to their _ cleanliness, is derived from the Assistant 
Master ? It is he who makes the entries. It is from him I take it. 

31. What you have said regarding the inspection of the Paupers when washing, and 

then* cleanliness, has been said from information derived from the Assistant Master ?— 
Yes, Sir. „ , . . 

32. The Matron, you said, you believed, sees the Paupers act her side, you see those at 
your side, and you issue the clothing to the Matron ? — I do, Sir. 

33. Upon admission days ? — Yes. 

34. To the Females, also ? — Yes, Sir. 

35. Do you see the Females upon whose admission you issue the clothing ? — No, Sir. 

36. What did you state in this room last Wednesday week, after the Medical Officers had 
left the room, as to then* examination of the Children and the other Paupers upon their 

admission ? I stated that I considered the Medical Officers did not examine any Pauper 

upon the days of admission. 

37. You stated that you considered that Medical Officers did not inspect the Paupers upon 
the admission days? — No ; I said that they did not inspect any Pauper upon the admission days. 

38. Mr. Hall. Did you mean to convey by that answer that you did not consider they 

inspected the Paupers that were admitted on Monday ? — No, Sir, I did not. My reason 
for saying so is this, that I did not consider they inspected every Pauper upon admission 
days. Several of the Paupers admitted by the Monday’s Board, get Passes to go out and 
come in a train upon Tuesday, hut the greater part remain here upon the day on which they 
are admitted. 

39. Did you mean to convey by the answer you have repeated, that the Medical Officers 
did not insp'ect the Paupers who remained here upon the day of their admission? — I did not, 
Sir ; I mean part of them ; hut I did not intend to convey that they did inspect any of 
thorn ; I did not intend to convey that implication. 

40. Mr. Roper . — Were you giving an opinion by guess, or stating a fact upon your own 
knowledge ? — It is a fact upon my own knowledge. 

41. Then you are quite sure the Medical Officers did not inspect the Paupers — every 
Pauper — the day on which they were admitted ? — I do say they did not inspect every Pau- 
per the day they were admitted; I do state so. 

42. Were you in the habit of making any enquiry, whether it was necessary for the 
Medical Officers to see the Paupers in any cases ? — In many instances I did, and in some 
instances I did not. 

43. You have said that you are aware of the contents of the Commissioners’ Orders, and 
that part of those Orders is, that all the Paupers should he inspected by the Medical Offi- 
cers before they were cleansed and removed to their respective Wards. Have you not so 
stated ? — I am aware that such are the Orders of the Commissioners. 

44. And have yon, knowing that the Paupers were not inspected by the Medical Officers, 

gone on classing, clothing, and mixing them with the other Paupers ? — I confess that I 
did not 

45. Yes or No to the question; it is not a commentary upon it that I want ? — I did not 
get the Medical Officers to inspect every Pauper. I did not. 

46. In other words you classed, clothed, and mixed them with other Paupers, knowing 
that they were not inspected. Could they have been inspected without your knowing it ? — 
They might after or before, but in many instances they did inspect them. They might be 
inspected withoutiny knowing it in several cases — Yes they might, the following day. 
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47 But not upon the day of admission ? — I am confident some Paupers were not inspected 10ffcD«eem&er,1841 
upon' the day of admission, and if I did state that they were inspected, I would state what ^ Rgid 

^S^Yom’ 6 obedience then to the Commissioners’ Orders as to whether they were examined 
, the Medical Officers or not, was merely a matter of accident ? — No Answer. 

49. Dr. Brady. What evidence have you to show that the Doctor did not see the 

Paupers after their admission. You stated in some cases that they did not see them? — 

There is one case when two or three individuals were admitted very late ; I think after 6 
o’clock, and I issued clothing to them. 

50. What evidence have you that the Medical Officer did not see the Paupers? — They 
were sent to the Probationary Ward, and immediately clothed, so he could not have seen 
them • the Medical Officers were not in the house for hours before the admission of the 
Paupers ; I certainly confess they might have seen and inspected them the day after. 

51. And have you reason to think it was likely that they did or did not see them ? — I 
cannot answer that question. 

52. Mr. Roper. If Paupers are admitted after hours— the Medical Officers not living 

in the house, unless they are informed of the admission of those Paupers the day after, how 
are they to know the fact, or get at the Paupers to examine them ? — I suppose it would be 
mv duty to send for them. 

53. You take a long time to find out your duty — [Mr. Hall objected to the observation. J— 

This' observation is objected to by Mr. Hall ; so then I will put it in the shape of a question. 

Don’t you think you took a long time to give me that last answer ?— Why I cannot exactly 

Sft ' 54 ^Did^you ever apply to the Medical Officers to inspect Paupers when they refused to 

do so ?— Never, they were always very attentive. . 

55. Mr. Hall. Can you say what number of Paupers, admitted upon Monday, go out 

and remain out ? — I cannot say. 

56. Do a third ?— I would think not. . 

57. Did I understand you aright when you stated that upon the day oi admission, several 
of the Paupers were not seen by the Medical Officers, but that they saw them the next 
day ?— ■ -"Yes 

58. Mr. Roper.— Vo the Medical Officers visit the Probationary Ward upon a Monday ?— 

They do. 

59. And see the Paupers ?— I believe they do. _ . . 

60. Is not the Probationary Ward Master to be^as precise as possible in asking questions 

before the Panpers are mired with the others ?_Yes. . 

61 What means has the Doctor of knowing when an admission takes place at an unsea- 
sonable hour, except from your information ?— The Apothecary generally sends in word if 
there is any case requiring his attendance. 

62. Is it vonr duty or the Apothecary’s?— It is mine. 

63. To Mr. Arkins Did you not in answer to a questionfrom Dr. Phelan, on last day, 

state positively, after a good deal of precaution, that the Doctor did not see the Paupers 
upon the day of their admission ? — Not every Pauper. , • , . . 

64. Did you not state that day that they did not see the Paupers upon their admission- 
you did not qualify it at all ; but did you not in answer to a question from Dr. Phelan state 
that the Medical Officers did not see the Paupers mon the day of their admission ?-I did 
not say every Pauper ; I did not state that every Pauper was not inspected. 

Mr. Beatty, called in and examined by Mr. Hall. 

65. You are the Assistant Master?—' Yes, lam. Mr.Be.tty. 

66. Are you in attendance upon the Board when Paupers are adnutted?-Generally. 

67. Not always ?_Indeed, I may say, I am there during the course of the day backwards 
and forwards ; I don’t know any day upon which I have been absent. 

68. Is it your duty to see the Paupers immediately upon their passing the Board, upon 
their being admitted into the Workhouse ? — I see them after they are admitted into the 

Pr 6°9. at TO^IthIy are in the Probationary Ward, do you superintend their cleansing ?-No, 

X 1 Who does that !—So far as I know, it is done under the superintendence of the Ward 
Master, and two Paupers confidentially appointed for the purpose. , 

71 Does it form mart of your duty to ask the Paupers upon their admission, as to the state 

me to make any enquiries, hut am enquiry as to then- cleanliness or appearance, I think 

d °72. Is it Dart of your duty to see the Paupers in the Probationary Ward are visited and 
examined by the Medical OiLer before they leave that Ward ? I never knew it was part 
of my duty to see that that was done. . _ 

73. You make the entries in the Registry ?— -I do, Sir. . 

74. Since when did you make the entries ? — I think smee August, 1840, with very little 

75. Toll me whether this is your handwriting in the Registry Bo . 0 ^. ? r5 B o:S E tv’’ ftn 

76. You see in column 8, under the head of “if disabled, description of disability, fm 
entry made of the health of the Paupers ?— Yes, Sir. 
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77. I have taken at random the page beginning with No. 4081 ; in the first six cases, 

“ good health/ 1 is entered in this column, then come “paralytic, good health, bad 
health,” “ rheumatism,” “delicate.” Now tell me, from what source do you derive your 
information as to the state of the Paupers’ health, to enable you to make those entries?— 
From the Application and Report Book generally, entered by the Receiving Board. 

78. Then what I see here in the Registry Book has been previously entered in the Appli- 

79. So you do not make yourself responsible for the accuracy of the descriptions in the 

Book'?— The Guardians may have entered a Cripple in a good state ot health, without speci- 
fying that he was a Cripple, I would add in the entry that lie was a Cripple, in order that 
if he°were discharged, I would know him the better again I would make a remark also, if 
a man who wanted a finger were merely entered as in good health, that he wanted a finger, 
in order that I might know him more accurately, if I saw him again. 

80 Am I to understand that in general you copy the entry in the Application and 
Report Book, but you make any addition to that entry which you think you are called 
upon to make?— Yes, that it might guide me to know the man upon Ins application for a 

81 Dr. Duncan . — Do you know has there been any Board order that no Pauper admitted 

upon a Monday is to get a Pass till after he or she lias been inspected by the Medical Offi- 
cer? 1 have heard it frequently said by the Receiving Board, not to allow any man out 

until he was inspected by the Medical Officer. _ _ . , 

82. That, in fact, if any Pauper does leave the house before he has been inspected, he 
does so contrary to the stated agreement between the Board and the Medical Attendants ?— 
For a length of time it was not allowed to be done. I gave particular orders to the woman, 
Mary Anne, not to let one Pauper out of the house till he or she was inspected by the Medi- 
cal Officer, and it was the same at the other side of the house. 

83. Do you believe that the Medical Officers are in the habit of gomg to the Probation- 
ary Ward upon a Monday to make the inspection ?— Yes. 

84. You think they usually do so? — Yes. • 

85. Mr. Hall — Then your entry in the Registry is not made from any report of the 
Medical Officer, but merely from the Admission Book ? — Yes. 

86. And the entry made by the Guardians ? — Yes. 

87. In all the entries you have made in the Registry Book, you have left no blanks for 
the entry of health — the column for health is filled up ? — Yes. 

88. In case you found omissions in the Admission Book, with regard to the health of the 

Pauper, which, I understand are observable, what have you done ; how have you got mate- 
rials for filling up the column for health? — I do not know that there are any omissions by 
the Guardians. . . 

89. I believe that No. 3030 is entered in the Register in your handwriting ? — It is. 

90. There is no note made in that case by the Board of Guardians, as to the state of the 
Pauper’s health ; but I find an entry made in the Registry Book respecting that Pauper in 
your handwriting, that the party was in good health ? — In that case, when there is no entry 
by the Board, I act from my own observation, and from enquiry from the Pauper. 

91. Do you question the Pauper ? — Ido. 

92. Then we are to understand from you, and if I am wrong in my impression, you will 
correct me, that where the Board of Guardians make an entry of the health of the Pauper 
you copy that entry, and where you find no entry made, you question each Pauper person- 
ally before you make one ? — I do. 

93. Mr. Roper Did Mr. Reid at any time tell you it was your duty, upon the admission of 

a Pauper to see that the Medical Officer duly inspected him ? — I don’t think he did ; because 

- it was such a general rule, and so well understood that the Medical Officers did so, that I 
don’t recollect he said it to me particularly. 

94. Are you under the impression that your duty was to see that the inspection was 
made ? — I did not suppose that it was my duty to see that it was done ; I did not indeed. 

95. You did not suppose it was your duty;' you never got any instruction from the 
Master, or any order from him, to take care that it should be done ? — I never did ; but I 
always, as far as my observation went, inserted the entry, but did not know that I was 
absolutely responsible for it. 

96. Did you conceive you received instruction from the Master regarding the inspection 
of the Paupers ? — I stated, I believe, that the Admission Board invariably when a Pauper 
applied for indulgence to go out till the following day, said that he should be inspected by 
the Doctor before he got leave. 

97. Mr. Hall — Did you ever read the Commissioners’ Orders for the conduct of a Master 
of a Workhouse? — I did. 

98. Did you conceive they applied to you as Assistant Master ? — I conceived it to be my 
duly to assist the Master upon all occasions. 

99. Mr. Roper . — You say that you did not yourself superintend the cleansing of the 
Paupers, but that it was done by a Ward Master, and two confidential Paupers ? — Yes. 

100. How did you report upon the cleansing, if you were not by at it ; how did you make 
up your mind as to their state ? — From their general appearance — their ragged state. 

101. Before or after they were washed? — -Yes, before they were washed. 

102. What do you mean by confidential Paupers? — There are several of them employed 
about the house, doing useful works, cleaning out the wash-room, for instance. 
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i , .11 rt,. Pinners employed are not confidential?-! don’t know. Perhaps lMD.~ta-.1841. 

I Z OfTto !npSend the washh>| offte =«“*■ 

^t^There aneh a variety of them, I cannot immediately say. 1 know 

Mr^Morphyh^ the dnty- d ay ?— It fells npon Mr. Murphy now .' 

105. Whose duty i «n * J of cashing was a duty of the Master or Assistant 

106. Don t y° n i l t 0 ‘ i t ? I believe, properly speaking, the Master or Assist- 

Master, or “ but when a War'd Aster or Officer of the House is placed 

ant Master m 0 P n0 . think myself responsible for it. ... , . 

in that Situation, I did bce ‘ n a( l m itted, we will say upon a Monday washed 

J 0 J; t fed?-He?s put into the Probationary Ward and not washed or clothed tJl after he 

^Jr^Ttohodyt wSd or clothed till after he has been inspected by the 

Doctor?-No. n ceof washbg a nd clothing the Paupers upon the same day 

109. How long is P p orn ]erly the Paupers remained all night mtlieM aid 

observed ?-About “ tbe J me Ward. It was considered that they could 

° an woman, and child— but all not : m ■ > . b uheB the Board came to the decision 

admittod toto tte tase? - Thoy 316 311 
:L ar onhlt tl have not been present in the washing-room, tat I am of 

J|® : S‘lon’1 Tash 5mm 4 tmieT they have been inspected by the Doctor ?-No, X 

^ «“ - lta *“ tad ? - To ^ b - 

Of my opinion they ar “““ th^Srd terminates ?_The Master is engaged 

They m?ir g e y ne U ral, b very particular inintmmg 
119 Do they examine into the state of health 

question the Mothers. . ,„„ v tbe Infant?— Yes, and the Doctor m general is 

ai-B-a 

that not a single entry ot the state of herith 1^,, W liatisthe object of the Guardians 
day of their admission, lias been entei ett p s ?__To enter it in the hook. 

‘a asking questions regarding the > tad Ithot Moster> or your duty, to see flirt 

122. Don’t yon ™&sW *atri ^ ft y ? _j M not commler it imperative upon 
very Pauper is inspected by the raetticai c 



every Pauper is inspected by t — _ 

^ DM you consider it impede 

sonsidered it so ; no, I did not c mnsite « XTadmisrion, so that he was seldom tore 



y that I 

onsider it imperative^^^r upon^m , wa3 se ldom there. 
=s;;rduSied“ 

124 How do you know that the 1 1 supers j ^ paupers have been admitted 

inspected by the Medical Officers M cannot swearrt, 0^ ^ ^ ^ witbo „ t Ins poction ; I 
have been Mta Doctors are always > y jJ t a f>ass to go out, the Doctors «re vej- 

remember one or two instances whenaPaup^ g h the honse or get a Pass with 

angry that any person should be permitted. g nb CBrtata l, 

ont their inspection. p •+ was -without their approbation ? 

}g KHStvebefn questioned " f 

» fr °“ myom 

Observation, andSL ^“^O^ookno entry as to the hedth of tta 

1 9Q When you tound m the .board r>o statement regarding it in tn® "*8 j 

wShS^it devolved g^»^££X*J^***«**- 
Book, had you recourse to the Medical urn ^,*1 

1 ““ You have stated that there they tad been inspected by the 

and allowed to go out when passed, should not g . -r 

Medical Officer?— Yes- u 
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l(Wi December, 1841. 131. You allude to the case in which a Pauper being admitted into the Workhouse 

allowed immediately to go out ? — Yes. 

132. When that Pauper returned again at the expiration of two or three days to become 
a permanent inmate of the house, was he again put into the Probationary "Ward, washed 
clothed, and again inspected by the Medical Officer or not ? — Upon his return he* was pj 
into the Probationary Ward, washed, and clothed, but I cannot say if a second time he w ao 
inspected by the Medical Officer. 

133. Paupers let out upon Pass are, I believe, let out upon condition that they will come 
in at 10 o’clock the following day ? — Some don’t come in till 12 o’clock, but they come in 
upon the following day, because upon Tuesday the Registry must be prepared to be laid 
before the Guardians upon Wednesday morning. 

. \34. In stating you believe that the Doctors see Paupers, are we to understand you as 
giving an opinion, or that you speak from personal observation, having been present when 
the examination was made ? — I have not been always present when the examination was 
made, but I am generally there. 

1 35. Are you usually present ? Are you present generally ? — I am not present generally 

136. And it frequently happens that the Medical Officers arc in attendance upon the 
Board ? — Frequently, at all Receiving Boards I have seen the Doctors present. 

137. You have seen the Doctors present at all Receiving Boards? Yes. 

138. Mr. Sinnot — Do you recollect the Medical Officers coming into the Board Room 

and requesting that no Paupers should be allowed out of the gate till after their inspection ? 1 
1 have said so. r 

, 139. Mr. Hall.— When do you make the entries of the admission of Paupers ? Unon 

the following morning; I commence the Registry at 10 o’clock. ' 1 

S’ T h “ tho “ 7“ examined in tie Probationary Ward, are they passed into 
the Wards at once ? — No, not till clothed. J 1 

in the house ” ^ *** generally ’ tlle case the same evening ?_Yes, with those who remain 

n th °!f aases m entries have been made, do you go amongst the Paupers 

and ask them their state of health ? — No, when they come to be registered in the Office I 
endeavour to ascertain their state of health as well as my judgment will allow me. 

c R d °, y0U do thls ? — Up on the following morning after the admission of the 
Wednesday 6 B °° k ^ dwayB prepaVed upon Tucsda J> and ready for the Board on 

144. Do I understand you to say that in inserting the entries as to the state of the health 
oi Paupers, m the Registry Book, you solely take the opinion of the Chairman or your 
°wn butter °i ^ ie Medical Officer ? — I never had anything to do with them “ 

Ur " t0 331 , 4 b Boole, rod I find that tfe and 

the 13 following ones makmg 14m all, are cases of children; and I sec that in the Boob 
you have entered m every case « good health” under the column of health, but .non lookint 
l£^ PP r B °° k 1 find that tlie health of *0 children i s in^^ery ca j 

I4fi d VJ 01 i ther f° + re i 1 fw OSe Ca f S g0t 110 6' uidance fr °m the Board ?_No I did not 
146. You have stated that you do not apply to the Medical Officers for their opinion— 

She' W aUh?&b^^ f0m ^ ° pini0D ? “ The ge — 1 a PP— e 

The persons whom 1 ^ 

d-7 T a0t ? bnt eMdren ’ ae y are all deserted children and orphans 

BoSMySf" 8 “ Ptie B ° 0k "*» T “ 4 "* * ba P--n SSTfl- 



a questioning the 



- " v “ w * iicaiou r — i cannot say, b 

cbddren and Mothers as to them state of health 

not, Sir y °" CapaHe ° f of the health of an Infant upon its admission ?_I an 

be mUied’ 0nmiSht be ?-Yes, any Gentleman except a Medical Gentleman migh 

say yon are notrapabh^jl jmSg of^an Mant? hmSh™’® 11 * 36 mistaken - certainly— yoi 
plain English ?_I beliere so“ Jfr® h ’ ® e r ° n ca P abls ° f understanding 

JeLXer » “ «•* b -lth, would yot 
J™ * Mak Pu would ?_I am sure I would. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



OF INFANT CHILDREN IN THE NORTH DUBLIN WORKHOUSE. 29 

159. Yon are quite sure of that ? — I will swear that I am. 

160. Did you ever know of any instance of a woman saying her child was sick when it 
was well, or well when it was sick.? — No. 

161. Did you ever see it pining when the Mother said it was well ? — No. 

162. If there was anything the matter with the children did the Mothers tell you truly 
that they were ill ? — I think soj they generally make it appear that the children are in a 
bad state of health, to get more allowance from the Doctor. 

163. Then they are more inclined to make the health of the children appear worse than 
better ? — Yes. 

164. You have truly and honestly recorded the answers you so received? — I have. 

165. Dr. Brady . — Do you believe the women when they answer you — do you think they 
are answering you fairly ? — I think they answer fairly, but I think they are inclined to 
make it appear that the health of the children is delicate more than otherwise. 

166. Do you from your own knowledge of the past year, suppose the state of the Infants’ 
health to be good or bad ? — I have generally recorded the state of their health as good. 

167. In such cases, not only when the Guardians made their observations hut when you 
made yours in a general way, what is your belief within the last year, as to the state of the 
children’s health ? — I think they were generally presented in a bad state, and the Mothers in 
a very bad state, 'the children too, were presented in a very bad state. 

168. Still you" put them down in very good health, and you have taken the Mother’s 
answer that they were in good health ? — Yes. 

169. When you have seen them in bad health, you have taken the Mother’s answer rather 
than your own impression ? — I have generally asked the Mother the question, and I think 
I have been more guided by the Mother’s answer than my own opinion. 

170. Does it not strike you that a Mother would suppose if she said the child was ill that 
it would he taken away from her to Hospital? — I don’t know whether that would strike her 
or not, because she would accompany her child. 

171. Are the Mothers upon their admission to the Workhouse, aware of those advan- 
tages ? — I cannot say. 

°172. Mr. Hall . — Do you believe that the women upon their coming in are so well aware 
that a better allowance will be given by pretending them children are sick, that they make 
the children appear ill ? — I think the generality of the women who come in here know the 
regulations of the House as well as the Officers. 

173. You stated, that, according to your observation, a great many children were presented 
in a bad state of health ; I then asked you how it came to pass that these children were 
entered in good health. Now supposing that a great number of Infants are presented for 
admission in bad health, according to your observation, I ask how it happens that they are 
entered in good health? — From the statement of the Mother. 

174. I follow up that question by asking, if the Mother represented her child to he in 
good health, how could you reconcile that statement with your opinion, that the Mother 
generally wished to make out her child in worse health? — I cannot say, Sir. 

175. Mr. Barlow .— You have slated, that when you had the Book to refer to, you have 

taken your entry from it, that is. where you found that the Guardians had made a proper 
entry; and where that was not the case, you intciTOgated the Mother ; now let me ask you 
what you did in the case of orphans?— I brought the orphan into the Office and questioned 
it there. , 

176. What! question a child of 6 months old?— I do not recollect that any orphan who 
could not come to the Office was not recorded in the Book. 

176*. I will show you some cases in which no entries have been made ?— Suppose such 
were the case, I do not think that I would record the orphan in the Book without having 
seen that orphan. . , 

177. In the case of an orphan 12 or 18 months’ old, what course would you take to record 
the state of health of that Child ?— From the appearance of the Child. 

178. Then you go in quest of that Child if you find no entry in the Book regarding it, 

and from your own observation make the entry ? — Ido. . 

‘ 179. Mr. Roper .— Are wc to understand that _ the Book is made up of three ingredients, 
namely — where orphans are unable to speak or give any account of themselves, you enter 
them according to your own opinion ; where proper entries are made by the Guardians you 
adopt them ; and where they are not made you take the answers from the Mothers .— I en er 
from the Guardians’ Book if there he an entry ; I enter from the appearance winch the 
orphan presents to myself ; or if the child has a Mother, I enter from her statement. 

180. Are you aware how many Orphans there were in the first return of 100 Children ?— 

I believe there were six. „ . , 0 v 

181. Is not the fact of a child’s being sent to Hospital, some test oi its health i— X es. _ 

182. If you knew that a child had been sent to Hospital, would you have entered it in 

good health? — No, I would not. _ . . , , 

183. Have you when you are making the entries upon Tuesday any knowledge of the 

cases that have been sent to Hospital ?— Yes, I have a knowledge of such cases, if the per- 
sons be sent direct to the Hospital, and are not able to come to the Office. . 

184. Mr. Sinnot .— Havo you known a Child whom you have entered as being m good 

health upon Tuesday, sent to Hospital upon Wednesday ?— I cannot well answer the question. 
I do not know. ,, , , 

185. Mr. Arkins .— You stated a few minutes ago, that to Mothers and Children who 



10rf December) 1841. 
Mr. Beatty. 
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■were in a bad state or a bad state of health ; I ask you, did I understand you to say 
that they were in a bad state of health, or in a bad state from want and destitution ?— Oh, I 
think from want ^nd destitution, and from their emaciated and petty appearance. 

186. But not in a bad state of health?— No. _ . 

187. Mr. Hall— Don’t you consider that a child who is m an emaciated and destitute 
state is in a sickly state? — As far as my observation goes, I think what led to the delicacy 
of the child, was the want of nourishment, or destitutio l of the Mother. 

188. I ask you whether you do not believe that a child who is in a state of emaciation 
caused by want and destitution, is in a bad state of health ? — Oh, certainly. 

189. You stated some time ago that you asked the Mother, m certain cases, what the 
state of the health of the child was ; that, while your opinion was that the child was in a 
bad state of health, you took the report of the Mother in preference to your own opinion, 
and entered the child as in good health ? — I did. 

190. Then am I to understand that you have done so ?— Yes. 

191. Did this occur in many cases ? — I don’t doubt but it did. 

192. Then am I to understand that you did. in many cases, enter as being in good health, 

Children whom you yourself would have decided to have been in bad health, emaciated and 
weakly ? I considered myself not capable of judging as to the health of a child, and I pre- 

ferred the answers of the Mother to my own opinion. 

193. Have you had any reason to suppose that the Mother imagined your questions 
regarding the health of her child to refer to infectious diseases ? — I cannot say. 

°94. When you ask a Mother “is anything the matter with your child,” which, in all 
probability, is the form of questioning used by you, have you ever had reason to believe that 
the Mother thought you were asking whether the child was labouring under an infectious 
disease ? — I cannot say ; I think the general way was, when I asked what state of health the 
child was in, she replied “good” or “ bad,” as the case might be. I was not very minute, 
only from the appearance of the child, and I preferred the statement of the Mother to my 
own opinion, not being capable of judging. 

195. Don’t you consider it exceedingly probable that a Mother bringing a child into an 
establishment of this kind, where there were other children, might apprehend that her child 
would be refused if it had any infectious disease ? — No. I don’t think Mothers ever laboured 
under that opinion, because" I have seen this happen at the admissions below when the 
children came in — a child was brought in with measles or some other infectious disease ; the 
Board immediately sent for the Doctor to have that child examined and sent to Hospital; so 
I cannot say that "the Mother laboured under any impression of the child being refused if it 
laboured under an infectious disease. 

196. Captain Lindsay — I want to know how you can reconcile the fact that children are 
entered in the Registry generally as in good health, if the Mothers said they were sick ? — 1 
take the statement from the Mother. 

197. I understand you to say that the Mothers generally represent their children to be 
sickly, in order that they might get a greater allowance ; how does it almost always come to 
pass that the children are entered in good health ? — It either proceeds from the statement of 
the Mother to me, or from the Application and Report Book. 

198. Mr. Hall . — How then have you detected the inclination on the part of the Mothers 
generally to make it appear that then* children are in bad health, rather than good; what led 
you to form your opinion with regard to the Mothers ? — From their being under the impres- 
sion that they would get more allowance, and be better taken care of. 

199. Then it is your own surmise that they wished to represent their children in a worse 
state. I do not see, from your own evidence, upon what ground you have formed your 
opinion that the Mothers wished to make their children out sick when they are not sq ?— It 
is only a matter of opinion. 

200. How have you detected the Mother’s disposition to conceal the real state of tie 
child’s health, and make it appear that it was worse than it was in fact ? — When I came to 
question the Mother as to the state of her child’s health, I might say to her, — “ What is 
the child’s state of health,” she would reply that it was in “ good” or “ bad” health, as the 
case might be. I would then ask her what inducement she had for saying that the child 
was in such or such a state of health, and in some instances she would say, “ Oh, that it 
would be better taken care of if she said it was ill.” 

201. Then this is a case precisely the reverse of the other, in which a Mother represented 
her child to be in bad health when it was in good. You have questioned her, •and brought 
her to confess that her child was in good health ? — I was not particular in taking down the 
state of the child’s health from my own personal knowledge; perhaps I did it in a very 
careless way from not being a competent judge. 

202. I think that is exceedingly likely, but I wish you to understand the question. The 
fact of the Parents of sickly children, or the children themselves, being better off than 
those who were healthy, might be known to you, and you might consider that the Mothers 
of the children were also awaro of it, and that it was an inducement for them to say the 
children were sickly when they were well ; but you said you perceived a disposition upon 
their part to say that they were sickly when they were in good health. Now, I wish to 
know whether you have actually perceived that disposition so to misrepresent the facts ? — I 
think I have perceived a disposition upon the part of the Mothers to state that the child 
was delicate or sickly. 

203. Then how does it happen that with this disposition upon the part of the Mothers 
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late th.it the children were sickly, with your opinion that for tlie mo<t part they were 10thDecember,l8il. 
Snnciated and delicate, the ultimate result in general was that they were entered as in good — 
health ?— I cannot satisfactorily answer that question, except that I must have entered them - lr ' cca ty - 

m eoT* Then^understand you to account for there being such a large number of instances 

• which the children are entered in good health, by rather a striking circumstance, namely, 
f 1 the admission that you made the inquiries in a careless manner, not being competent to 
arrive at a knowledge of the case ? — That is the fact. 

205 Dr. Duncan. Do you know that any child has been admitted into the house in 

ood health ? To the best of your knowledge do you think any child has been so admitted ?— 

^ * 20 ^ Can°you give any comparative estimate of the number of the children who appeared 

• delicate or good health, except by guess at the moment?— No, I cannot. 

207. Do you think the entries in the Book have been fairly made, without the wish to 
either to one side or the other ? — (No Answer.) 

° 208 Mr Roper. Have you made those entries with an honest intent ? — They have been 

recorded as* fairly, to the best of my judgment, as they could possibly be. 

1 209 Dr Drncan .— Do you mean to say you think yourself chargeable either with care- 
lp^ness or want of veracity in making those entries ? — I have entered them, as I stated 
before according to the Mother’s statement, and according to the Application and Report 
Book •’ in some cases, I may have exercised my own judgment, but not very particularly. 

Not bcino 1 a competent judge, I might have made an error in recording a child in good 
health when it was in bad ; or I might have recorded it in bad health when it- was in good. 

210. Have you made such an error frequently ? — I cannot say I have, but I would not 

d° 21 l^CaTyou now, judging from your memory, give a more accurate account of the 
average state of health of the Infants admitted into the house, or would a reference to the 
Book helo vou in giving an answer ? — I cannot cither from memory or a reference to the 
Book give a satisfactory account of the state of the health of the children upon admission; 

I c ““? ot g < * 0 ^ t n0 information from you upon the subject ? — I might refer to the 

Book, 'but when the case is past mo a month or two, I can have no more recollection of it 
than the Commissioners themselves have. 

21 

ai’e L- - 

subiect?— I think there have been many imams naimweu m » guuu. nhw 

214 Mr Arkins.— You have stated that the women and children appeared to be m a bad 
state from ' want and destitution ? You of course saw them m the house m a few days 

qftprwards ? I may or I may not have seen them. 

915 But if you had seen them, did their condition appear to have been improved after 
ttoir being cleansed, given clothes, and comfortable diet ? -In appearance they did. 

216 TSeir destitution appeared to bo improved ?-\ es, they improved when clothed. 

21 7 These are the class that come into tlie house in a very bad state of destitution ?— Yes. 

2is! According to the best of your opinion from any view you took of the situation oi 

the children at the time they were presented for adimssion till they were two years of age, 
were the majority in a good" or a bad state of health ?_I think that the majority were in a 
bad state of health. 



Saturday, Wth December, 1841. 

Mr. Beatty , re-called. 

219 Cuurto.-You stated to ns that when the entries were not made hy the Admitting UtfilWw, 1841. 
Board regarding the children's state of health, you made them yourself, according to the Beatty. 

S of ZSty ! from the representation of the Mother and your own observation of the 

““o’ AM vot lem to have arrived at an extraordinary conclusion, that you entered them 
often°in good’heaith, although the representation of the Mother was that they were m bad 

^^'X-dXt^asit before or after they were humected by the 
Mekcal Gentlemen? — I should imagine that 1 have passed them after 

’m.SSa might have entered in the Book that the state of *e 

was good, either from your observation or the representation of the Moth , y 
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Mr. Beatty. 



Mr. Roper. 



known whether any of those Infants were sent to Hospital or not ? — I cannot say what 
time they were sent to Hospital. 

224. From the state in which they appeared to you to be or were represented to be by 
the Mother, what was your opinion with regard to the propriety or non-propriety of send- 
ing them to the Hospital ? — I should imagine that if the Doctor found them in a bad state 
of health he would have removed them to the Hospital. 

225. Which do you tliink the Mother of the child or yourself the better judge of the 
state of health in which that child is ? — The Mother, I would say. 

226. Do you believe the Mother ? — that is a plain question — why hesitate ? I am 

inclined to believe the Mother’s statement of the child’s health ; I don’t know that there is 
anything to induce me to believe otherwise. 

Witness . — Would it be any harm, Mr. Chairman, for me to amend an answer I gave 
yesterday ? 

[Mr. Hall. — No.] Captain Lindsay asked me a question upon my stating that Mothers 
represented their children to be in a worse state of health than they really were, as an 
inducement to the Doctor to give them better allowance. I mean to say by my answer that 
the Mothers held out these inducements two or three days after the admission of the 
■ children. Captain Lindsay asked me why I recorded the children in a good state of health 
if the Mothers represented them as in a bad state ? — There are two classes of Infants, the 
first class get three quarters of a pound of bread and a pint of milk per day ; the second 
class get a naggin of milk and a quarter of a pound of bread for breakfast, and the same 
for dinner ; and Mothers have made it appear that their children were sick in order that 
their children might get upon the higher class allowance. 

227 Mr. Hall — Are we to understand you have not observed in Mothers, upon their 
admission, a tendency to make the state of health of then’ children appear worse than it 
really was ? — No, it was after then- admission, and it was done then to induce the Doctors 
to remove the children from one diet to another. 

228. Then do you think that Mothers make out that the state of their Infants’ health is 
better on admission than after it ? — I cannot state whether they meant to represent it as 
better or not, but upon recollection I found that Mothers made" it appeal- that their Infants 
were worse two or three days after they had been admitted. 



Mr. Roper, examined. 

229. Mr. Hall. — Are the entries in this Book in your handwriting, as Chairman of the 
Board for the admission of Paupers ?— Yes, as Chairman of the Board of Guardians then 
sitting for the admission of Paupers, and very great care is apparent in making the entries 
for a variety of denominations are put down. 

230. Here are twenty-one cases, for every one of which there is some entry made with 
reference to the health of the Paupers ; are you prepared at this distance of time, to describe 
the precise way in which that information was gained?— I am prepared to state that it was 
irom personal inquiry from Paupers upon admission, and from anything that struck us with 
regard to the child’s health, which induced us to ask, “ Is not so and so the matter with you.” 

i °° C 1S one , cas0 entere( * as “ cancer,” another as “asthmatic,” another as 
• disabled, and some as “ delicate.” Here a child of 21 months old is entered as delicate ; 
here a girl of 24 years is entered as delicate; Fanny Roe, 11 years old, is entered as deli- 
cate. I think you would almost suppose I was a Medical Officer from the very great variety 
of diseases which I have detailed. Here is an entry for “ cancer,” then “ good health,” 
asthma, infirm disabled,” “ delicate,” and a great variety of such headings, repre- 
senting the state of the Pauper s health. " * 

231. These entries were made without any reference to the Medical Officer ? Certainly 

without any reference to the Medical Officer. J 

writhg Se entlieS ° f tlle 9lh - Deoemier - 1840 i m these entries also in your hand- 

offte BoarfoSS 38 0hail ' man ° f tie B°-d P-In- the same capacity as Chairman 

I Jd 4 nof ld 70,1 take th<i S ™ e trottW6 t0 reoori those entries as in the other case ?— No, 

, JH' I?*' 6 ““her of cases ; they took place on the 10th of January, 1841. Here 

monrtrf 4 ^ the B , oal 'd at "hioh yon presided, and I find that in no instance 

upon that day, is any entry made of the state of the Paupers’ health upon admission ?_ I see 

the?e 6 oc^oJ°frot V ?h» a f y “T* * le fPP^ntly different mode of proceeding upon 

Deputy Master stated in the 

cally aceor^nnas the T) nrf . the he male the entries all oriti- 

stated tbe Doctor stated th™ ! aod fhave more than once heard the same thing 

*hat answer that yon omitted to make the entries, 
considei m_ that more conect and accurate entries would be made by the Officers after an 

Xs" £ b - P “ Ddieers P — V os, after tS Pa^™^pS 

““> d he much P more aceur&J 

238. Of coarse yon are not aware of the practice of the Assistant Master to enter the 
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state of the Pauper’s health without reference to the Medical Officer ? — If I Lad been a WthBecemba^l. 

Commissioner I would have seen that my orders were better complied with than they have ’ 

been in this house. “ Mr. Roper. 

239. Is that your answer? — Yes, I took it for granted that the orders had been complied with. 

240. You are aware that the Board of Guardians is constituted for the express purpose 
of managing the house according to the orders of the Commissioners ? — I really don’t consi- 
der the Board of Guardians to he the menial servants of the Commissioners, nor bound to 
see the Paupers washed, stripped, and cleansed. 

241. These are the words of the ‘27th section of the Act : i£ And such Boards of Guardians 
shall have power to govern and manage the Workhouses of their respective Unions, and to direct 
the Officers of such Unions in the execution of their duties , subject to the orders of the Com- 
sioners.” Do you conceive the Commissioners are wrong in contenting themselves with 
issuing orders for the management of the Workhouse to the Board of Guardians, and relying 
upon them to see them carried into effect ? — I think when power is so divided, as amongst a 
Board of Guardians, that the strictest superintendence of the Commissioners is a very 
necessary thing. 

242. That is an opinion ? — I was asked an opinion. 

243. Is it consistent with your answer, that the Board of Guardians were not the menial 
servants of the Commissioners, to state that you conceived a more strict superintendence 
over the Board to be necessary ? — I beg to explain. I state that with reference to the 
general superintendence of the Commissioners over the general management of the house, 
the same as a zealous, active Guardian would himself exercise. The Commissioner is armed 
with more power than the whole of the Guardians collectively, and he has a power to visit 
neglect upon the Officers in a way that, I conceive in many cases, would be much more 
effectual than any judgment that is likely to come upon them by a majority of the Board 
being obtained to agree to it. 

244. I now ask you, whether in your opinion, it is more consistent with the principles 
on which the Board is elected, that the Commissioners should act through them and by them, 
over subordinate Officers, or pass them by always, and bring their own authority to bear 
upon the Officers without reference to the authority of the Board ? — I think that if circum- 
stances come to their knowledge of misconduct or neglect upon the part of the Officers of the 

, Establishment, there would be a courtesy exhibited m bringing these circumstances before 
the Board of Guardians ; but at the same time I think, if the Board did not concur with 
the Commissioners with regard to the punishment of the parties for the neglect complained 
of, they would be perfectly right in acting independently of the Board. 

245. Do you mean to say, that the case in point was one which called for the Commis- 
sioners to act independently of the Board? was it one in which the Commissioners were to 
presume that the Board of Guardians were ignorant of the duties to be performed by the 
Officers, and the regulations for the discharge of those duties, or that the Board were 
neglecting to enforce them ? — I do not think there is any entry or any account in all the 
Poor Law Books so necessary to be kept with accuracy, as a true account of the state of the 
Paupers’ health upon admission ; and for this reason, that the probability of an enquiry such 
as this is, becoming necessary, was anticipated before the law was put in force ; and now that 
the enquiry has taken place, we find that a great impediment is thrown in the way of it, by 
not having a report which could be implicitly relied upon as to the health in which the 
Paupers were admitted. Does not that prove that which I say was necessary. 

246. A Guardian . — After the 11th of January, it would appeal- that you omitted to record 
the state of health in which the children were, from the idea that the Assistant Master would 
record it more correctly ; did you continue to adopt that course ? — I am not aware that I 
ever sat as an admitting Guardian afterwards. 

247. The inference is that if you had so sat, you would have continued to adopt that 
course ? — I would not say I followed it strictly through. 

Mr. Barlow , examined by Mr. Hall. 

248. These entries in the Application and Report Book, (May 1840) appear to have^been Mr. Barlow, 
made by you as Chairman of the Admission Board. In looking over the entries I find a 

great number to which your initials are affixed. In four of the five first cases there is an 
entry made of the state of health in which the Pauper was when admitted. The first is 
“ old age,” the second, “^Epilepsy,” the third, “ weak intellect,” the fourth, “ leg broken,” 
but after these entries there are none at all for the remainder of the day when you presided. 

Can you account to us for the omission of the entries ? — The only way is as follows — in 
the first place, on the occasion to which you refer there was a great deal to be done. . I did 
conceive that the Medical Gentlemen always exa min ed the Paupers after their admission ; 
and I did not think myself competent to form any judgment as to the state of the Paupers 
health ; I did not conceive myself competent, further than to ask the questions of the Paupers 
and take down their answers. I knew a proper judgment would be formed upon the cases 
afterwards, at the same time, I think I was wrong in taking that course. I very seldom 
attended the Admission Board : there certainly is a great deal to be done there ; and I must 
add, that as far as my own observation went, I ex am i n ed the Paupers from whom I got 
answers ; but it was not my practice to examine any of the children as to their state of healtu , 
nor did I pay particular attention to a child, unless there was something so striking about its 
appearance as to excite it. ^ 
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249 Did you mer feel that Mothers strore to excite the commiseration of the Guardian 
to whom they applied, by stating that their children were unhealthy, when they were not 
To !_No I never did The eternity of distress and destitution upon view, always claimed 
^preference with us for admission, and if there was any leaning in the parents as to them- 
selves or their children it certainly was not to represent their state as bettei than it 1 eally was. 
Myown observation leads me to lay that the great proportion of the Paupers who presented 
themselve°s for admission, particularly the children, were in an emaciated miserab e state 

250 Was it your opinion, from your own observation, that tho children for the mostpart 
presented themselves for admission in such a state of emaciation and destitution as to ran. 
stiSe asnfflcient claim for admission, without the additional reason of positive bad health?- 
Undoubtedly, I would say so. I cannot conceive any Gentleman, being much m the City of 
Dublin, who has seen as 'l have, a number of unfortunate objects presenting themselves at 
the Workhouse for admission, would doubt the state in which m general they come into the 

i0 251. Mr. Arkins. — You recollect the opening of the House ? -I do. 

252 Did you attend frequently the Admission Board during the first 6 or 8 months ?_ 

M 2f 3 .lTeL"7e^ldom attended the Admission Boards . at the opening of tt. 
Housed— No: 1 say I much more frequently attended it then, I think, than afterwards; 
but the Attendance 'Book will show that. Although I say that I scarcely ever passed the 
Admission Board hy. I generally waited in that room and attended to what was eomg forward, 
for half an hour or an hour ; it may have been more or less, but I was every Monday more 
or less in that room ; and if anything particular occurred, my attention was atti acted to the 
case by the members of the Board. . . , , 

254 Might I ask you was the state of destitution m which the children appeared, the 
consequence of cold and want of clothing, or did it arise from had health and disease?-! 
would say destitution aising from poverty, and probably from the same cause there was 
disease : but I will not say that positively. In general the child had the appearance of being 
in a very miserable state ; I will not say however that this state was from disease, lor I am 
no judge in that respect. . . __ . , 

255. Did you perceive the female paupers or adults coming into the Workhouse upon 
their first admission, to be in a proportionate degree of destitution to the children ? — I think 
the children were in a far worse state. 

256. Is that from destitution or ill health?— Of course a child must suffer more or less 
from ill health if in a state of destitution. A young child will suffer more from sharing u 
the destitution and misery suffered by its mother, than she will. I hat is all I want to say, 

257. I asked you did you not see the adults, particularly the females, appear m as great 
a state of wretchedness and destitution, as you could see any where ? — Undoubtedly, 1 have 
seen a great deal of misery and destitution. 

258. That was upon their admission ? — I think in general. 

259. Did you not. in the course of 8 or 10 days after their admission, perceive the visible 

change in those people, when they have got warm clean clothing, bedding and food? — No; 
I would not say I observed any change in so short a space of time, but 1 have seen a change 
in two or three months. . 

260. Then the answer is, that the adult paupers, after receiving proper treatment in the 
Workhouse, in the course of two or three months, became improved in their condition and 
appearance ? — That is my opinion ; but I would also observe, that I can very well under- 
stand that the shock which a child’s constitution has sustained will not he recovered by its 
being brought in here, in the same time and in the same proportion, if ever recovered, as the 
constitution of an adult pauper. 

261. Now that we are upon this question, do you think that delicate children are likely to 
he restored to health, by 130 or 180 of them, being placed in one room together, under the 
care of a single pauper i [Mr. Hull objected to this Question.] 

262. Mr. Phelan. What was your general impression as to the state of a child under two 
years old, upon admission ? — I think 1 have answered that. 

263. I want to ask it in a plain way, so that every one will understand it. I want your 
general view of the state of a child’s health under two years of age ? — As far as my obser- 
vation went, but I did not pay particular attention to any class of paupers ; hut as far as my 
observation went, I would say that they came into the Workhouse just as I would have 
expected them to have come in, miserable in appearance from want of food, proper care, and 
the nourishment which young children should receive. 

264. But do you not mean to say that this miserable appearance proceeded from disease?— 
I did not say disease ; but I said the state of health in which they were. 

265. I don’t want to pin you to the word disease ; hut I ask you their state of health— 
whether good or bad, so far as you are capable of judging ? — I can give no other answer, 
and I am very anxious to give another if 1 could. My answer is, that the children in general 
appear to me to be in a very miserable state — a wretched miserable state ; but I account for it 
entirely from the places from which they were taken, the class from which they came, and 
the utter destitution in which they were, and in which young children suffer more than adults. 

266. Am I to understand that the children were not labouring under ill health, but their 
parents were, from destitution ? — I cannot say so. I must refer this question to the Medical 
Officer. 

267. You have described the child as being in”a certain condition, destitute, emaciated and 
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,„di a condition Tory likely to be productive of bad health i and is not the lit 1841 
transition 'from that state to bad health imperceptible ?-How far goodfood.and good clothing low . 

,d lodrina may remove that appearance I cannot say, but 1 can conceive at might be remo- 
“d; 2d f might alst> conceive that no food and no lodging could do it; but I am not a 

Awic— Don’t yon think that their filthy and dirty condition when brought in 
would' 'aggravate the appearmco of their misery ; and that if they were washed and cleansed 

r °m S How’Ioo t n StaXuid was^admitted, did you know it to be in the Hospital ?— I 

ca 270 . Mr. Hall. How soon after admission are children placed in their proper Wards ?— I 

wodd then an opportunity of forming any opinion as to them state of health, or 

their bodily condition ?-Yes, 1 had to a certain extent. . The chddren m in this 
*?. iftno were children who were removed to Hospital for bemg m an ill state of health, and 
thev were placed there because they appeared to be in a bad state of health, but what por- 
tion they bore to the entire children of the house I cannot say. ' 

272 There are a certain number of children not supposed to be sick enough to go to 

Hospital ? I saw those also, and I thought they were looking very delicately ; but how 

long they were in the house I cannot say. 

Mr. O’ Gorman, examined by Mr. Hall. 

273 I see your initials here as Chairman of the Admission Boari_In some of these Mr. O’G.raw. 
cases there are entries of the health of tlio Paupers, " bad health for 4 together, good 

health” for 6 together, will you state to me what your impression now is as to ‘^ correct- 
ness and accuracy of those entries ?— I did not annex my initials to the entries of the state 
of health in which some Paupers were, because I conceived that the Medical Offlcers were 
the proper persons to judge of the fact, and that our entries upon the subject would necra- 
tily be LLrcct-at' 'least imperfect. I felt that these cases were to be deeded by a more 
competent authority than I was, unless the ease before me was a palpable one, and the 
creatures who presented themselves for admission seemed to be labouring under absolute 
lease, I did not make entries : we were very frequently hurried in the course we took, so 

impression of the general bodily condition of the children seen by yon m the House, soon 
XS admission into it conceive that the Mothers 

seated before us except in the utmost state ot destitution; I don t think they Uke to De 
confined at all, and wiS not come to the House till they are red. iced tc i the ^^ est P ** * 
human misery. I did see great wretchedness amongst them i»li*t" t.me and wh 
we were told that the Houle was too full we were placed infli.s position firsL that fiwe 
turned them from the door they might perish onts.de ; secondly, . v took them m, there 
was danger of contagion ; that was a dilemma in which we wore > ^£*£7 g he street ?_ 

275 Mr Hover —In short it was better for them to die m the House than in the street 
I considered from the crowded state of the house that there was great risk to life m taking 

“Were not many children whom you thought great ohjertsofto; refused admis- 

”n r^y 0: tbTCume^d°not present themselves for admission here till the last 

m °2?8 n Y7u iTtty SlTtcbe confined TiSS&T 

toy came ^ proport ; onat6 improvement as regards the .^r^Mteimprov™ mtlntfe 
from the number of deatlis, I should think there was not a IJ 0 S 0: * 0 fmprovcmcnt I observed 
children. Though I say this, I was very frequently smpmed at Os rngovement 

insomeof the children after being here foraperio o . that what may answer 

282. Don’t you think it very possible, taking them as two classes, that wn , 

very well for the adult is very injurious to cWjfren ; °{ cam e to the determination that 

283. You are just after stating that the Boaid hequently ca ^ w tlem 6e of 

there was no room in the House, and_ it became oodcuver contagion at the risk of 

destitution in the streets, or take them into the House < fi rs f Twelve^Months after the 
contagion ; now, I ask you can that observation apply to *"1^7 “Xften. 
opening of this HouseU-Oh, Paupers, -- 



>pening of this House?— Oh, certainly not, because " 1 tet 0 f the Paupers, who 
284. Mr. Hall . — Did you pay particular attention to the st ^ £ were 

presented themselves ? — The impression upon my ™ mmression upon my mind 

exceedingly wretched ; when I went into the Boai-d ndmittinff a family- — 



exceedingly wretched; when I went into the Boan °° m ’ admitting a family— 

always was, that I was to see nothing hut wretchedness. 1 mean wtien aunu g 

a father, mother, and child, for instance. particular attention to the 

285. Did you conceive it to he a part of your duty P namelv, that I thought 
person of each Pauper ? — Yes, consistent with the answer g J > g 



I 
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lltkDecmber, 1841. an account of the child’s health would be given more perfectly, and with less risk of error 
by a Physician or Surgeon than by me. 

Mr. O'Gorman. 2 86. Mr. Roper .— when you said you observed a great improvement m a child after 

being here two or three months, do you refer to the children in the School Room ?— I 
mean the children that were running about ; as to the very young children, whom I saw at 
the Board, in many instances, their cases seemed to be quite hopeless, and if I were to see 
my own cliild in the same situation in which many of those children were from want, I would 
think his case hopeless. 

287. Mr. Hull. When you state that you considered the cases of the children hopeless. 

you mean, when they were presented for admission 1 — Yes ; they were very weak, wretched, 
and worn out. 

288. You considered them hopeless ? — I would say that if my own children were in sucli ( 
a situation, I would be very much alarmed for their safety. 

289. Mr. Arkins. You mentioned that in the first twelve months of the existence of the 

Institution, the crowding of the Nurseries did not occur, because there was sufficient room to 
accommodate the children ?— My answer related to the period in which there was abundance 

of room ; it did not relate to any period when the Institution was crowded. _ f 

290. Are you not aware that during the first twelve months some of the Nurseries were 
as crowded as they have ever been since ? — As well as my recollection serves mo, I think 
they were, in some instances ; my answer alluded to a period when the House was not 
crowded. 

Captain Lindsay , examined by Mr. Hall 

Captain Lindsay. 291. I perceive that there were several occasions on which you presided, as Chairman of ' 
the Board, will you state what degree of reliance you think ought to be placed upon those 
entries, all of which are, I believe, in your hand-writing ? — I attached very little importance 
to that column at all ; I thought that the Registry would be filled from the Report of the 
Medical Officers ; and I think that I would never have filled that column at all, if I had not 
been occasionally reminded to do so by my brother Guardians, who were sitting near me. 

292. So, in short, you relied upon the subsequent examination of the Paupers, and the 
Records taken of the result of that examination 1 — I did. 

293. Did you, as Chairman of the Admission Board, make any entry as to the health of 
the children ? — I did. 

294. When you made it, you made it truly ? — As I gathered the facts from the Paupers. 

295. Did you pay any particular attention to the state of the poor people ? — I observed 
their general appearance. 

296. But did you look at the poor people with a view of entering in the Book the exact 
state of health in which they were when they came in ? — I did not feel myself competent to 

fill up that column ; I could not express any positive belief or opinion as to any disease ? 
under which the children laboured, but my general impression was that a great majority of 
them came in with death written in then 1 faces. 

297. Mr. Simiot . — I think you stated a fortnight or three weeks ago to Mr. Swan, that 
it was a matter of no consequence to fill up the column at all, and you desired him not to do 
so ? — I have a perfect recollection of the circumstance. I did not venture to tell Mr. Swan 
not to fill up the column, but I asked him, now that we all know that the Registries were 
filled incorrectly, whether he would persist in filling up that column, it appearing to me that 
no Guardian was competent to do it. 

298. Mr. Ropier . — Was this after the enquiry, or my motion ? — I think it was after it. 1 

299. Since you got the Return made out ? — Y es. 

300. You have stated that in your opinion, the children came into the Workhouse with 
death written in their faces ? — The majority of them I said. 

301. Do you consider the system that we are of necessity obliged by the Law to follow, 

with regard to children of so tender an age, the best mode of obliterating the traces of }* 
death from their faces ? — I don’t feel quite competent to give an answor. 

302. What induced you to suggest the course to Mr. Swan, of not entering the state of 
health of the Infant Pauper ’—Because I found that the Registry was filled at that time 
from the Chairman’s Report, and I considered that the Guardians were not competent to 
form their opinion upon the subject ; and I was anxious that an erroneous account should 
not be inserted in the Registry. 

303. Do you not think that the parents of the children ought to be fully conversant with i 
the state of them children’s health? — I am perfectly convinced they are not. 

304. When a child who is so young as to be incapable of speaking or explaining its own 
ailment is taken to the Medical Officer, how is he to get information as to the child’s 
ailment ? — I think the Medical Man should examine the child, and form a fair opinion as to 
his or her state of health. 

305. Do you think he should question the Nurses or the Mother ?— I think he should, v 

but I don’t think he should be guided entirely by their opinions. * 

306. Mr. Hall . — Do you t hink he should question them as to their opinion respecting 

the health of the children, or as to certain facts connected with the habit of body of the child, s 

and draw his inference therefrom ? — I should think he would most likely ask questions as to \ 

the habits of the child. 

307. Supposing the Mother to be able to give satisfactory information, which you say you 
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don’t believe her to be, as to the state of her children’s health ; but supposing her to be capa- 
ble of giving this information, do the circumstances of the Admission Board render it possible 
for them to ascertain from the Mother by a sufficiently long examination, asking a number of 
Questions, and taking down her replies with accuracy, the Mother’s real opinion with regard 
to the child — are the Board in a condition to ascertain and state that opinion ? — I think we 
are not all in a condition, and I think that Mothers generally will persuade themselves that 
their children are in a better state of health than they really are. They will flatter them- 
selves regarding the matter, and I think they are very bad judges in such cases. 

308. Mr. Roper. — Are not some persons more inclined to indulge themselves in the 
pleasures of hope than others ? — Perhaps so, but I think human nature generally is inclined 
to hope. 

309. Generally ?— Yes. 

310. Therefore if a Mother were inclined to hope she would make the best of her child’s 
ease ? — I think so. 

311. Do you think the circumstances under which a Pauper presents himself at our gate, 

beino- reduced to the lowest state of human misery, is likely to encourage false hope very 
rauC h 1 I think, generally speaking, human nature is anxious to hope for something better. 

312. Are there not some situations so bad as to forbid hope? — Not of bodily ailment. 

313. Mr. Hall. — However desperate and destitute the condition of the Pauper may have 
been before coming to the Board, is it unreasonable to suppose that at that time she may 
entertain some hope ? — I think so. 

314. Mr. Sinnot. — Have you ever known the Board to receive a child in the arms of 
its Mother without asking the state of health in which it was at the time of its admission ? — 
For my own part I do not recollect any enquiry as to the state of a child’s health. 

315. Have you any recollection of any isolated case ? — Not generally speaking. My 

impression is, that the Guardians do not examine minutely into the state of the child’s 
health. . 

316. But you generally ask the parent? — Yes ; I have seen a woman coming with three 
or four children, and I halve heard a Guardian asking if they were in good health, she replied 
yes ; but I do not recollect any minute enquiry upon the subject being instituted. 

317. I don’t mean a minute enquiry ; did you ever know an instance in which a child was 
was admitted without the question being asked ?— I think, generally, it is asked. 



Mr. Swan, examined by Mr. Hall. 



318. In all the entries in the Application and Report Book signed by you, a statement is 
made of the health of the Pauper ; will you be so good as to say how far these entries can 
be relied upon as accurate ? — So far as strictly taken down ; in most cases, not in all, from 
the answers given to me by the Paupers. 

319. I gather from that, that when a Mother came to the Workhouse with a child in her 
arms, your practice has been to question her as to the health of her child ? — Certainly. 

320. And would you rely upon her statement? — In most cases I would, but not m all; 
but if I had a doubt as to the health of the child, I would make the remark to the Mother, 
and mention the circumstance publicly in the Board Room to my brother Guardians ; if 
they agreed in opinion with me, I would put down my idea in the Book. 

321. Has it been your custom to look at the state of health of the child . So far as 
loking at the creature in its Mother’s arms ; I have seldom or never omitted doing this. 

322. Have you in any instance been misled by a Mother’s statement — Sometimes. 

323. Have you observed amongst Mothers any general disposition to represent the health 

of the child as better or worse than you supposed it to be ?— -I would rather say that they 
were inclined to make it appear worse ; that was my impression. . , . 

324. Under what impression do you think they make this representation — -In order t a 

they might succeed in getting the child to be at once received into the Institution ; or, il 
received, that it might get better treatment. , , ' 

325. What is your impression as to the state of health of the children brought here y 

the Mothers, or others ? — The majority of them are in, what I conceive, a bail state ; and, 
as I before stated, considering the destitution of the parents, and their wretched state, it was 
a state in which one might expect to find them. . , 

326. Do you consider that the majority of the children were in a state of disease wnep 
they came in, or were in such a weak, low, bad state, as approximated to disease . Inat is 



327 . Have you had any opportunity of remarking upon the condition of those children 

at any period subsequent to their admission ?— I have occasionally. I have not paid much 
attention to the Visiting Committee ; my attention was occupied here, where I thought i 
could be most useful. „ . , , 

328. Mr. Arkins . — Does it not frequently happen that there are four or five, (maybemorej 
Gentlemen at the Reception Board on a Monday to receive the children . I don 

ever sat at a Board composed of so few. , , , . 

329. Is there not a great variety of opinion with regal’d to the reception of those des 

children? — Occasionally; sometimes; I don’t say frequently. . , 

330. Does it not happen that discussions arise in the presence of t hos e wretched w 
and children as to the propriety of receiving or rejecting them . — Why, it does , 
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think generally speaking, for the sake of sparing the feelings of those people, -they vert 
asked to retire while sock observations regarding them were being made. 

331 Does it not often happen, that when a poor woman, with tour or five children.whose 
husband is gone to the country to look for work, or has deserted her, comes to the Wort- 
house she makes out the strongest case of disease and destitution, both for herself and her 
children in order to obtain admission ? — I don’t thmk they have said diseases ; but they 
have made a pitiable story about their destitution, so far as absolute want of food went. 

332. You cannot say that they said disease, but they made out as good a case as they 
could in describing their want and destitution!— Yes. 

333 Are you of opinion if they had disease or debility of constitution, that those wretched 
women who are so iixious to get admission into the Workhouse, would conceal it!— I dc 

not. I do not see any cause that they would have to conceal it, _ 

334 Mr Sirmt —You have stated from the appearance ot the child upon admission, 
that it was' generally squalid and wretched, did yon allude to its health, or the wretched 
state of its ippearance ! — I alluded to what I may coll the personal appearance of the 

'335 And from that you inferred what the state of its health was? — Yes; that it could he 

t>U 336. OI Do you know the gate through which the Paupers are admitted ?— I do. 

337* Did you ever remark a child kept sittingthere from 12 o’clock to 3 o’clock, so 
famished with cold that it could scarcely walk into the Hoorn !— Yes ; there was one day 
upon which we took in 72 Paupers, and they were in a wretched state, certainly. 

338. Have you ever gone over to a woman when she came in with a child, removed her 
cloak, and observed the state of the child ? — I have. 

339. And you think the state of the Pauper suffering from cold, naturally caused a 
squalidness of appearance, chillness, and coldness, indicating disease ?— I do think that a 
child would look squalid after being exposed three or four hours to the blast that comes in 

at 34of Afr. Hall. Have you often observed that to be the case ? — No, not often. 

341* ]j r \ Roper. Do you think the cold makes a child of 3 or 4 years old look better or 
-worse ? I think it makes it look worse. 

342. Have you frequently stated at the Admission Board that adults looked in a 
miserable state from cold ?— Oh, yes, perhaps I did. 1 think I have answered that question 
already. 



Mr. Arhins , examined by Mr. Phelan . 

343. You have sometimes been Chairman of the Admission Board No ? I was never 
Chairman. I was present at the Board frequently when the Institution commenced, hut 

latterly not, ^ ^ t ^ e Chairman in the habit of recording the health of the child admitted?- 
I never paid any attention to it. , 

345. Then you are unable to state whether the health of the child was accurately entered, 
or pains were taken to ascertain it ? — Except from my own observation at the gate. 

346. You were occasionally in the Admission Boom when children were admitted ?— Yes, 

347. What is the impression upon your mind with regal’d to the state of health of the 
children under two years of age, upon admission ? — I would say that the majority of them 
were in a better state of health. 

348. Would you say they were healthy ?— Yes ; that the majority of them were healthy. 

349. Was that from your personal observation? — Yes, personal observation. 

350. Mr. Hall. — Did you generally examine the Mothers, and enquire from them the 
state of the child’s health, in order to satisfy yourself regarding it ? — I did ; and I was 
generally acquainted with a vast number of the Mothers and children previously to their 
coming here. I was Trustee to the Sick and Indigent Boomkeepers’ Society ; and upon 
their application for money to that Institution, I, in most cases, advised them to go to the 
Workhouse; and the Gentlemen of the Board of Guardians remember full well, that in 
very many instances the letters of recommendation, by which those poor people sought to 
get into the Workhouse, were generally directed to me. 

351. Mr. Phelan. — Your opinion being, that the majority of the children were healthy; 
are you able to satisfy the meeting as to whether the state of the Paupers’ health was accu- 
rately recorded? — I know nothing at all about that ; not one word about that. 

352. Mr.Boper You have been concerned in the management of some Orphan Society?— 

Yes ; I was interested in the management of an Orphan Society. 

353. I did not ask you what you were interested in ; but I asked you have you been 
concerned in the management of an Orphan Society ? — -Yes, in many of them. 

354. Have you seen the children taken up by that Society. [Air. Phelan objected to the 
question as irrelevant .~\ 

355. Have you had an opportunity of seeing many children in a low reduced state?—! 
have had more opportunities than any other man in Dublin. 

356. Do you consider that the children who appeared here for admission, were by Tery 
many degrees worse than any lot of destitute and poor children you ever saw before in your 
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? r u ave seen a great many destitute and poor children coming here for admission, as llth December, mi. 
hi® v. „ j ever saw in my life, but the majority of them were not so destitute as children 



destitute as - 

^ 357 ^ Have you ever seen the destitution which presents itself here, equalled?— I have, 

W rft^Have^you had any opportunity of knowing anything about destitute children, besides 
30 'ljjidren who wore taken in here ? — I have had great experience in the Orphan Society. 
t r 9 In equal numbers, did you ever know equal deaths ?— Certainly not ; I never did. 
36o' What do you mean by saying that the children whom you saw here were very 
3 . .Y . did you mean that they were very destitute from want of clothing, want of cleanli- 
' and* want of food? Do you refer to their being emaciated or otherwise? — I think 
ne ?f' ^ con trary ; for, unless in some cases, the great majority of the unfortunate Mothers 
i more to their children than themselves ; they attend to them and neglect themselves. 

361 Do you think the great majority of the children who came in here in a destitute 
condition were healthy ?— Yes I do. 

362 Have you attended those Admission Boards often? — Yes, for the first year, oftener 

than any man upon the Board. . 

363 And have you not been instnunental in bringing many destitute persons to the lnstitu- 
.. ?J_ So much so, that the Board said I had the house filled with my friends. 

11 364 Have you not often pressed upon the Board the necessity of talcing in the. children, 
so asti) obtain their admission more effectually ?— I don’t think m the case of children there 
was any necessity to press the Board to admit them ; but I have pressed the Board in the 
cases of unfortunate young women. . 

365. You spoke of women coming m with Infants m their arms, when you pressed upon 
the Board the necessity of taking them in, and not refusing them admission ?— I never 
I never recollect any circumstances of the kind, although I procured the admission of i 
women and children than any other member of the Board. 

366 Have you brought Paupers in upon a Wednesday, and requested, though the hour 
was late, that they should be taken in ?— They did not happen to be women or children ; I 
don’t recollect a single case ; but a case might happen. I don’t remember having brought a 
case here of a woman and a child. 

367 It is not unlikely ? — It is not unlikely if it came in the general way. 

368. Mr. Hall .— You have stated I think that the women who presented themselves for 
admission, were not so destitute as the women and children who availed themselves of 
Charitable Institutions elsewhere ? — I said so ; but allow me to explain my meaning. 

369 How can you account for the most destitute cases not presenting themselves lor 
admission here, while other persons notin such an extremity of destitution did so present 
themselves?— I will explain ; previously to the opening of this house, when I was Trustee of 
the Roomkeepers’ Society, I have gone into a house in Bull-lane or Church-street, and have 
seen in a room not more than 15 feet by 10 or 12, a family lying together heads and points, 
there being but one common place for nuisance in the centre of the floor. 1 have gone into 
waste rooms in the windows of winch there was no glass or sash to prevent die snow from 
entering, and I have seen 2 or 3 or 4 creatures lying without a single pennyworth of covering, 
without a single particle of fire, a single article of furniture in the wretched room ; on one 
occasion I visited in a place in Churcli-strcet, a person who had been recommended by e 
Roman Catholic Curate of the parish as worthy of assistance from her state of destitution: 
when I went to the house I found that her mother had died the day before, she had been taken 
out in a parish coffin, and was left outside the door to make way for her us an w o ' 
after expiring, and she herself was sent an hour before to the Lying-in ospi > i* n 
children who remained in the place were literally naked, and sporting over the dead body oi 

^O^In what year was that ? — I can give you a report of the case in which the facts ore 
accurately detailed by the Preacher ; I gave these children all the attention co 7 

humble way, I assisted the Mother, I gave her relief, and from bettering the comhtmn of the 
children, though they were then literally naked, they grew up and are in a e 
know the woman to this day, she sells little matters about town. . , _ 

371. Am I to understand that the cases which you describe as having been L ®° 
than those presenting themselves to the notice of the Guardians, occurre e i PS 
of the Workhouse ? Oh of course. . . of destitution than 



■I never did. 
more 



372. So you are not now aware of persons who are in a whpnpver 

those who present themselves here ?— No, because I make it a ride in the Society. wheneve 
persons applying for relief cannot better their conditions with the money hr turning rt or 
dealing upon it, not to procure them the money for the purpose of mer y ting , 
recommend them to seek admission in the W orkhouse. +y 1PT n<?plves 

373. Then we may consider that the Paupers, children, and parents, w p ? 

for admission, are a fair sample of the destitute class of persons m 1*7 ^ k ave 

They are a fair sample, but I don’t by any means agree with the other ^ 

gone before me, and who have less experience in mixmg and coming m . , mr filth 

of persons than I have, that the children are in an unhealthy state, notwiths g 

374'.' Are we to understand that persons are not npw to:be found in the crowd ed stetej 
describe?^— At night merely, in the daytime they are .begging, sell^g^h,?r^ 
employed in other avocations;' 'Y 4J ' " 
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375. Mr. Phelan.— The parties you allude to are without clothing or firing, do you suppose 
they are without food, when they are without the other necessaries of life?— At that time I 
think they were not so badly off for food. 

376. Do you suppose that parties without clothing or firing, generally have a sufficiency 

of food ? I think they were scarce in food ; those parties so situated who could not get out 

to look for food were badly off. ... . 

377. You described parties without clothing or firing, and m other circumstances of dis- 
tress— I then put the question generally to you, does it generally follow that parties so 
situated are also without a sufficiency of food ?— They are generally speaking very badly off- 
I think they were generally very badly off, but previous to the opening of this House, th e 
kindness of those poor people towards each other was very great, for instance, the poor 
creatures selling apples through the streets have divided tlicir little earnings with the desti- 
tute poor in then’ neighbourhood, who were unable to go out and gather anything themselves. 

378. Yes ; I am sure of that ; hut does not want of clothing and firing imply a proportio- 
nate want of food? — It does, to a great extent, hut with the qualifications I have mentioned. 

379. Is it your opinion that the constitution could long continue unimpaired, I don’t want 
a Medical opinion but merely a common sense one — If the Paupers wanted clothing and 
firing, and were exposed to all the other circumstances of distress you have mentioned, the 
snow penetrating into the window with the broken panes, the room crowded, and the place 
in filth and dirt, is it your opinion that the constitution of the Pauper would suffer from cir- 
cumstances such as I detail? — No doubt if this were continued, but allow me to add that the 
cases I drew occurred in the winter months; the summer coming on, and a variety of little 
favourable circumstances have enabled them to get out of their difficulties in some degree. 

380. Mr. Hall Are you not of opinion that there are in the City every day in the year 

ma ny persons similarly situated ? — There have been days that I think the poor who stay out 
of the Workhouse are worse off than those who go into it. 

381. Consequently those who come to the Workhouse will come in that condition ?-I 
think that since the opening of the Workhouse, persons are indisposed to give charity at the 
doors. 

382. How do you account for the fact of parties applying for relief being now in a less 
urgent state of destitution than heretofore? — Because the Workhouse has weeded the City 
of those destitute cases; heretofore the Sick and Indigent Roomkeepers’ Society were 
obliged to give charity indiscriminately ; they were obliged to give larger sums to the most 
destitute persons. The Society now, I speak in reference to my own division, as 1 cannot 
answer for any other, are anxious to recommend those persons who cannot make a good use 
of the money, to go to the Workhouse, and enable those who are doing a little for themselves 
to go on with their business. 

383. A Guardian, — Do you recollect any occasion when a Guardian, at the Board Meeting 
on Monday or Wednesday, brought in a number of Children for admission, without having 
ascertained the state in which they were ? — I never did. I visited the Night Asylum at tie 
suggestion of a Gentleman ; I saw a great deal of distress there ; I advised the poor creatures 
to present themselves to the Board. 

384. Do you remember a Pauper woman bringing in two or four children, taken into tie 
Night Asylum the night before, and saying they were in a bad state, no matter whether they 
belonged to this Union or not, and should perish if they were not continued in the Work- 
house ? — I have more than fifty times gone into the midst of a crowd of Paupers, without any 
previous knowledge of particular cases, or any previous arrangement, I went to the gate-way 
where they were in cold and hardship from the severity of the day, and I selected the most 
destitute, of course the women and children were the first objects of my consideration ; I 
questioned them as to their state ; they told me their story ; and I merely came before the 
Board, and repeated the story the Paupers told me, without giving any addition from 
myself. 

385. You have stated that the majority of children received into this House were, in your 
opinion, in good health ; how do you consider that a majority of Children admitted, in the 
Mothers’ arms, were in good health ? — I do, certainly. I have seen some as fine Children 
as ever I laid my eyes upon, admitted into this Workhouse. 

386. Captain Lindsay — If you had a child that required a wet nurse, would you consider 
it safe to Mre those women to act in that capacity ? — Certainly not. 

387. Mr . Roper — If you took one of those women out of this house, and gave her air and 
exercise, would you then entrust your Child to her ? — I would, certainly. 

388. Have you ever known children as well as adults appear emaciated from want of food, 

clothing and fire, who have, with care and attention, recovered ? I remember a child, two 

years’ old who was taken from under a butcher’s block in Bull-alley. He was covered 
with ulcers; I never saw anything to equal his state. I sent him to the County Wicklow, 
about three months previous to the day on which I paid the Nurses their annual salary, and 
at the end of the three months he came hack as healthy a Child as I ever saw in my life. 

389. Mr. Roper — It is clear you have had a good deal of experience regarding the poverty 
ot this Town; do you consider, although we must all admit that the Parent of the Child is 
very much depressed from the misery which she has endured, the majority of those cases to 
be beyond the reach of proper care and nourishment ?— Certainly not. 

390. Would your experience with regard to destitute Children maintained by Charities, 
previous to the establishment of Poor Laws, support you in this opinion?— Certainly. Com- 
paratively few of the Children sent into the Country to nurse, died. 
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you said in reference to the health of the Children, that you thought a majority of .1 UhDecember, 1841. 
were in good health; are yon guided altogether by your own judgment, unaided by Ar ~ 
enouirv from the Mother ?— By my own judgment and enquiries from the Mother. 

V But not altogether from your own judgment ?_Not altogether. 

393* You were aided by the Mother ? — Yes, and I am also a tolerably good judge of the 
state of a Child, for my wife had 1 3 Children. 

394 Mr. O’ Gorman. You have stated that there were many cases in which persons 

relieved others though they were themselves very little removed from the state of destitution 

m QQ^V’hs^noUhat state of society calculated to reduce to beggary those creatures who thus 
relieved their neighbours ?— They could not be worse off than they were. 

396 The creatures whom you mentioned had failed to get any relief from the higher 

classes were obliged to resort for relief to those who were but little removed from 

them in poverty ? — Precisely. , . ^ ,, , ... 

398. Did not that tend to bring to poverty and destitution those who were relieving 

them 9 -I cannot say that it did. ....... _ 

399 You cannot say that persons who supported others m destitution, being themselves 
little removed from that destitution, were not borne down by the burden ; and that this prac- 
tice did not tend to reduce them to the same state of misery ?— At tbat time Father Mathew 
did not exist and I thiuk it was better for them to give a little of their earnings to their poor 
neighbours than to spend it in liquor. There was a kind of reciprocal charity amongst them- 
selves I admit that the Poor Rate done a great deal of good m removing the poverty of the 
City, but it does not follow that there are not a great many evils in the Law to be 
remedied. 

Mr. Crean, examined by Mr. Hall. 

400. You made out the Return upon which Mr. Roper’s motion was founded?— I gave Mr. Crean. 

instructions to have it made out. m _ ... 

401. Did you ascertain that the Return was a correct one ?— The Return agrees with the 
entries in the Registry Book. 

Dr. Duncan, examined by Mr. Hall. 

402. Do you consider yourself responsible as to the entries in the Book relative to the Dr. Duncan, 
health’ of tho Children ?— Certainly not. 

Dr. Kirkpatrick, examined by Mr. Hall. 

403. Do you consider yourself responsible for those entries ? — Certainly not. Dr. Kirkpatrick. 

Dr. Duncan, examined. 

404. Have you any Registry as to the health of the Children ? — No. Dr. Duncan. 



Tuesday, 14 th December, 1841. 

Dr. Duncan, called in and examined by Mr. Hall. 

Dr. Dunam, before he was examined, said lie wished to make one or two observations. usjtamhr.lliM 
In justice to himself and Dr. Kirkpatrick, it should be entered as a matter of evidence that — 

they were not answerable for the unpleasant form in which that matter had gone e ore 
Public. They had brought the matter before the notice of the Board several tunes, but 
they thought that they were making arrangements to remedy it, and that it would, be 
remedied in due course, without the unpleasantness that had taken place. Cer 
were moved for without their concurrence or knowledge ; and it was intimated to e 
they would be required to give an explanation concerning the state of health ot certain 
inmates in that house. He believed that evils still existed in the working o e , 
it would be well that they should be corrected. A .. nf +llo 

405. Be so good as to inform us how you and Dr. Kirkpatrick divide the duties of the 
house between you ?— It is divided as nearly equaHy as possible. W e have our own Wards 
and our own cases ; as a general rule in the Hospital, Dr. kirkpatric take _ g , 

Surgical cases, and I of the Medical ; but if it should happen that any case is mp^periy 
sent to the Surgeon when it should be sent to the. Physician or to the Physician when it 
should be sent to the Surgeon, the mistake is rectified, and the case is sent to m e , 

case may be. The duties of attending the inmates of the house are thus divi e . 
children above two years of age go to one side of the house for a time— -a coup e 
say — and the females, Nurses, and Infants go to the other for the same time, an J 

are changed alternately. , . , t, • i rT , 0+ _;„r. ? 

406. So that the same description of cases is attended either by you or Dr. Kiritpatrica .— 

Just so. F 
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407. What is your practice with regard to the duty of examining into the Paupers’ 

health'?— We take it turn about, each alternate Monday. 

408 So that you know, of your own knowledge, the state of the Paupers, every alter- 
nate Monday ?— Yes. At first, I should mention, this duty was very negligently performed, 
in consequence of the manner in which the Paupers came into the house. They were not 
submitted to our inspection regularly, and they came m at very irregular hours. Some 
were entered upon a Monday— some upon a Tuesday— at all periods — and some so late as 
Wednesday mornim*. In consequence of a remonstrance on my part, there was an order 
made that no Pauper should be let out upon a Pass after having been regularly admitted, 
till they were first inspected ; since that time the business has been more regularly carried on. 

409. At what period was the complaint made ? — I find from my Report Book that the 
complaint was made on the 23rd of December, 1840. 

410. f 'aptain Lindsay.— km I to understand that since that period you had facilities and 

opportunities of acquainting v ourself with the state of health and condition of the Paupers? — 
I believe so. I should mention that I do not consider myself responsible for inspecting any 
Pauper that is not regularly brought under my notice— in fact it is not my duty to go and 
enquire what Paupers are admitted ; it is the Master’s duty, and if all the I aupers admitted 
upon a Monday were not present at the hour assigned for the examination, I was not 
accountable for their absence. . 

411. Mr. Hall. Upon the whole, do you consider that you have examined all the Pau- 

pers ?— I do not think we have actually done so ; but I think the view we took of our duty 
was simply this, to ascertain the state of health, or rather the state of sickness of the 
Pauper ; and if any Paupers were sick we should have an opportunity of knowing it imme- 
diately, and sending them to Hospital. 

412. Do you make any record of the state of the Paupers?— No. I make no regular 
minute, further than to take a note of any Paupers who have not been Vaccinated, in order 
to have them Vaccinated. 

413. Mr. Phelan. Do you make any note of the sickly? — No, further than to send 

them immediately to Hospital. • 

414. Mr. Hall. But if a Pauper were pronounced to be suffering acute disease, he 

would at once be admitted, would he not ? — Yes, it is always done. 

415. And then entered? — Yes. 

416. Might not some or several Paupers be in a delicate state of health, who have not 
been sent to Hospital ? — The cases of that description which we omitted, were rather cases 
of Chronic ailment, and are not the subject of Medical treatment ; such cases are sent to 
the Infirm Wards, and have occurred amongst the aged classes. 

417. Mr. Phelan It would not occur with regard to children ?— No. 

418. Mr. Hall So I understand you to say that you have no record now of the condi- 

tion and state of health of any children except such children as were sick enough to be sent 
by you at once into the Hospital ? — None. 

419. Have you a distinct impression now as to the condition of the children whom you 
have seen ? — 1 have a perfectly distinct impression. 

420. Let us know what it is? — I think there were a good many children very healthy, 
others were in in a delicate state, and others were actually far gone in disease. 

421. What proportion do you suppose the healthy children bear to the others? — Do you 
mean of those admitted ? Iam speaking always of those admitted. I should think about 
one -half. 

422. I am speaking of children under two years of age, and my questions should be 
understood in that sense, otherwise we shall travel into irrelevant inquiries. Have you any 
impression as to the state of health of the Mothers who brought those children in ? — There 
were not many of the Mothers actually diseased, but their health as Nurses was certainly 
deteriorated, and their constitutions were not in a sound and healthy state. I speak gene- 
rally. There were exceptions. Some of the Mothers were healthy. 

423. Did you observe any particular form of disease to prevail amongst those children 
who were pronounced by you to be diseased ? — The cases were principally Consumption 
that came in actually diseased. 

424. Do you think that any inference that was drawn from the fact that 94 out of 100 
children were in health at the time of their admission would be correct ? — I should think 
that would not be a fair inference. 

425. Do you consider it incorrect ? — I think it is incorrect if it mean that the 94 were in 
good health. [Mr. Hall read an extract from a newspaper, in which the words appeared to 
have been used on a previous examination on the same subject.] I should suppose (continued 
the witness) that the 6 children were actually labouring under disease, and that a number of 
others were not in what I should call good health, but in delicate health, not actually diseased. 

426. Mr. Hall . — Do you at present recollect how long the children generally had remained 
in the Workhouse before they were brought under your care? — At various times ; it de- 
pended a good deal upon the season of the year. Some got cold, I might say, immediately 
after the process of purification was submitted to. These instances were not very nume- 
rous. 

427. Mr. Phelan — Do you mean to say that the process itself was the means of giving 
the Infant cold ? — Not the process itself, but the manner in which it was conducted. 

428. Mr. Hall . — Then as the Infant Children came to be patients of yours from time. to 
time, did you observe that they were labouring under particular classes of disease. I mean 
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many laboured under any disease which could be fairly referable to tie same cause!- 1841. 

T ftinkTo - generally children who were in the bouse some tune wore seized with .n£am- 
1 ? f ti,e S Inn™ which in a great many instances passed, without any other obvious 
^e>to Consumption. No matter what the primary form of the disease was, it ended 

“ ST D?you' mean also that a majority of the fatal cases were Consumption cases ?-Yes, 

‘ ^“^f the arrangements of the House, or to what circumstances 

43 \«r\ idth the children in the House, you are disposed to attribute the prevalence of 

coimected wi m^the^ot m^en ^ ^ mwdij)g 0 , the children together 

C .° S vht in uarticular, the want of a proper day-room, the want of sufficient clothing, and a 
a ‘ tern which has been corrected since, but which prevailed for a considerable time, viz. of 
SS^ing the Infants to be laid upon a bed in the nursery during the day, by winch they 

We 431 ^ e ?Iave^ you^evei^made ^presentations of the evils that you anticipated, or saw 
vaonltirur from the circumstances you now enumerate? — I have. 

13 ? g Would you tell me the extent and dates of those representations ?— Upon the 14th 
October 1840 « complained that the clothing was too light for the season of he year ; we 
° isof^he clothing of the Females in general, as we thought Biat if then- clothing was not 
1 4ed to the clothing of the Infante would not be attended to. The Children were 
funded to be included if the representations, but it was not specifically stated that such was 
XmoBve [-Witness then real the Report which was as follows:] “One very bad case 
f i^ammktion of the Lungs which lias occurred in a Male Pauper, together with some of 
flSSteg nature through the house, load the Medical Officers to think that the clotlnng 

'“Erm^hK a* Report? No, there is 

J L it wfs intended to apply to the whole House. We were not long appointed and 
.Knmrht that the dress of the inmates was fixed in such a way as that it was not ui.el) to 
Z Sterldf So we Se verbal representations of the matter from time to time to the 

Bo ?jf Will von turn to another Report?- [Witness then read the following :]— “ Upon tlie 
6th January ? 1841 wo state that tho following causes have made the amount of illness, and 

It doem The next Report is dated the 27th of. January : inconsi 

in the Dormitory, Ward 4 ®» ' ” 1U ® j Wards appropriated immediately for 

quence of it, in the case ot Scailetma, to l a .... u Tliis Rcnort refers to 

convalescent cases to prevent the danger of j M cc mg "which “ They regret that 
the Infants as well as to othcrs-The next is the 3rd of Maich , n wlimii i n b 

the health of the Infant children under the <^*3^ than of any 

factory state of late, consisting rather ot a genera oeu, JJ . the 

prevailing acute disease. T^oumder ‘hi b ‘ MJJj t0 araom Iodate the number of 
S££ SetS sel^womfn Xhavc ^c children, being permitted to sleep there, 

to «I B r ? on mesa, contrary to ^ Boarc 

pointed. A very unpleasant circumstance had oceun ed caJcUatea o j ^ a 

in the eyes of the Public, and we did not wish m oar Repo.^ to pve any n: “ hidl we em - 

purpose. Preferring by private bSness of the Board not having time to attend 

sidered arose rather from the accumulated bus representations to the Matron 

to them than anything, else and with ta £be“ of the Visiting 
principally ; but occasionally I brought th y particularly to the matters of which 

Committee into the Wards, and I called . • ;? t ^ e very unsuitable Work Room in 

I complained. The second m vSaTd, and the air is loaded 

K aSo?^ J? £ ^bZ?t£l SX ^ day, so that they could 

not leave them there if they wished.) Dormitory. Tho Report goes 

438. What do yon mean by the Nursery !— 1 mean tne sue ™Uons. To have an 
on to say : “ to remedy these evils they mak fLrsery every woman who is 

additional Sleeping Ward provided, and to rem those at present in use, it is 

not nursing ; to have single beds laid down m ® . infants sleeping in one bed. 

very ineelvemeut and unhealthy to have two women and two Intents pmg 
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To have the Infants kept in the Nursery, not in the Work Room during the day ; to allow 
the Mothers to bring the Infants into the Garden half an hour at a time, twice daily, when 
the Weather is fine.” 

439. Is there any other Report? — There is one in July last — the 14th of July, 1841 

It is as follows. “ The arrangements relative to the Nursery Ward No. 50, recommended 
several months ago, have not been carried into effect, namely, that each Nurse and Infant 
should have a separate bed, and that another Ward should be provided for their accommoda- 
tion : there are at present 5 1 Mothers and Infants in the House, and in this warm weather 
the air of the Nursery soon becomes vitiated after it is occupied at night.” 

440. Mr. Phelan.— Was that in the Day Room ? — No, the Sleeping Room. There have 
been repeated applications with regard to clothing which referred to children generally, but 
were not entered in the Book, especially with regard to Infants. I have passed over two or 
three of them ; here is one — upon the 1st September, “ The Medical Officers request that 
the Board will make arrangements to have their orders with regard to Clothing attended to 
with promptitude.” 

441. Mr. Hall . — What orders and whose orders ? Were they from the Board or the 
Medical Officers ? — The Medical Officers, and it refers to the children who are not allowed 
shoes and stockings during the Summer, except in such cases as we ordered them. I do not 
mean Infants, but even some Infants get stockings, that arc under two years of age ; a year 
and nine months old for instance. 

442. But docs that request to the Board refer to children under two ? — No. The fact is 
the distinction between the two classes was not kept up. 

443. Mr. Roper . — You speak of children generally ? — Yes. Upon the 22nd of September 
there is another Report. “ The Medical Officers beg to call the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the state of health of the class of Infants, with which they are not at all 
satisfied, and which they consider as essentially owing to defective arrangements, they trust 
the importance of the subject will appear a sufficient excuse for so often bringing the matter 
under the notice of the Board ; hut they consider it due to their own professional character 
as well as to the interesting objects of their care, to say that the evils complained of are not 
rectified.” The next part of this Report is founded on somewhat a mistake, and I think it 
is as well to omit it. The second fact is “ that upon the post mortem examination of all those 
children who have died of acute diseases, such as Measles, Scarletina, &c., the lungs have 
been found almost without exception loaded with tubercles in various stages of their progress, 
showing that their death was caused by the unhealthy character of the inflammation* and 
that had they survived the immediate effects of the disease, they would inevitably have 
sunk beneath the wasting influence of Consumption.” This has really happened in a vast 
number of cases. 

444. Have you a record of them ? — No, I am speaking generally from memory ; we have 
examined almost all the cases that died after death. 

445. Mr. Phelan .— Have you no record of the cases in which tubercles appeared? They 

are entered in our private Memorandums. 

446. You can refer to them if necessary ? — I think I can. “ Tliis shows that the state of 
the Infants’ constitutions was radically impaired, so as to be unable to resist acute diseases, 
which diseases do not present the same symptoms in them as they would do in healthy 
Infants, but rapidly assumes an unhealthy character. The question for the Board to con- 
sider is, whether anything could be done to remove, or at least to mitigate that state, your 
Medical Officers think that there could ; they suggest the following measures : the emptying 
the Nursery Ward of a number of its present occupants — it is much too crowded at night ; 
to prepare a dry, lightsome and airy day room for their use, the present one being dark and 
damp. In addition to their own opinion frequently expressed, they arc authorised to say 
that Doctor Phelan, who examined it lately, has likewise disapproved of it; the permitting 
the Mothers under proper superintendence to bring their Infants out to the Garden daily 
when the weather is fine. This practice, formerly sanctioned by the Board, has been 
discontinued, they know not by whose orders.” 

447. Mr. Hall— It appears from those Reports of the Medical Officers, that your opinion 
never varied as to the causes producing that low state of disease amongst the Infant chil- 
dren i— No, the first time it appeared, it was in some months after the Institution opened. 

448. It appears also you were always of opinion that what you term the defective arrange- 
ments constituted the remote cause of the disease to which you allude ?— Yes. 

449. And you are of the same opinion now, that there are still existing in the Institution 
the same causes of disease?— Yes, somewhat modified, but still that they exist. 

450. Mr. Phelan . — By modified you mean mitigated ? — Yes. 

451. Mr. Hall .— So that I am to understand at any rate that these representations made 
by you with regardto the defective arrangements of which you speak, have not been disre- 
garded by the Board? — Not entirely. 

452. When you made these different representations to the Board of Guardians, were 

they m the habit of conversing with you upon the subject ? Generally 

453. Did they request you upon the occasion of these conferences to point out any course 

by which it appeared to you these defective arrangements might be remedied ?— Yes they 
did upon the 22nd of September. J 

454. Do you mean to say it was not till the 22nd of September, that the Board of Guar- 
dians revested you to point out the way in which, for instance, the crowded state of the 
Dormitory, might be obviated, or the large rooms might be divided into small ones ?— That 
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was the first time they spoke upon the subject of the Dormitories, if my memory serves me, 
upon which occasion another room was appropriated for the purpose, which seemed some- 
what larger. 

455. You state that the defective arrangements were, to a certain extent, removed and 
the evils mitigated — are you able to inform us how those ameliorations were brought about ; 
have you reason to believe it was in consequence of your representations to the Board of 
Guardians ? — I believe it was. Verbally from time to time we spoke of the crowded state 
of the different apartments of the house, amongst others, the Nursery ; and it was at my 
especial request that the Matron furnished a list to the Admitting Board each Monday, of 
the state of the house, to prevent the system of over crowding it, from being canned further ; 
and the point which has tended in some respect to relieve this burden is, that we have kept 
a number of Infants in the Hospital, more as a preventive against illness than as a means of 
treatment for any illness under which they were labouring. 

456. That was a course taken by yourself to palliate the defects in the Rooms ? — It was. 
We have repeatedly seen infants that have been in the Hospital, for some time convalescent 
from Measles, who have been kept there for three weeks or a month, and were in perfect 
health, in three or four days after they were removed from the Hospital to the Nursery, 
take Pneumonia, which leu to Consumption. 

457. Mr. Phelan. — How do you infer that Pneumonia was the foundation of the Con- 
sumption instead of the Measles, that being a disease in which the lungs are always engaged ? 
is not Measles intimately connected more or less with affections of the lungs ? — With an 
affection of the mucous membrane of the lung it is. 

458. But are not the lungs engaged in Measles ? Is there not more or less inflammation 

prevailing ? I would say that there are often Measles without inflammation of the lungs. 

459. Is it at all likely in cases predisposed to Pthisis, or in which Tubercles exist, that 
Measles is likely to excite or produce Consumption ? — Every acute disease is so. 

460. Particularly Measles '! — Not so much as many others of the Exanthemata. 

461. Mr. Hall. — Have you good reason to believe, that in these particular cases, Con- 
sumption was not the consequence of the Measles, but was the consequence of sudden 
alteration of temperature? — Certainly. 

462. Mr. Phelan. — Have you any recollection of Patients removed from the Hospital after 

recovery from the Measles, taking inflammation of the lungs ? — They remained in the 
Hospital for a month or six weeks after the termination of the Measles. They were conva- 
lescent during that period without any symptom of Consumption or affection of the lungs ; 
at the close of that period they were sent out, and in four or five days afterwards returned 
with Pneumonia. , 

463. You spoke of the air of the Hospital as being better au* than where the children 

usually were?— I do not think it was the air of the Hospital, but that it was their freedom 
from exposure to cold . 

464. Are you of opinion that it was within a few days alter the removal ol the Patients 
from Hospital that Scarletina was generated — No, certainly not. I think they took inflam- 
mation of the lungs, which assumed in its progress the unhealthy character of Consumption. 

465. Have you any record of the length of w time during which those cases laboured under 
that inflammation of the lungs till death ?— I can answer that question in another way.. I 
brought under the notice of some of the Medical Societies of Dublin, cases of this deserption. 

466. I would prefer that you gave me a plain answer to the question : What I want to 
know is, if you have a record of the period during which those cases were under your 

care ? I only keep a record of those cases which I consider sufficiently interesting to myself, 

and which can be made available for the purposes of Science. 

467 Mr. Hall. — Have you not an Hospital Book in which you enter the date of the 
admissions of the Pauper, and the time you take charge of him, till either ho is discharged 



or he dies? — We have. . , „ . . . , „ 

468. Would not that furnish the Record if necessary ? — It is not sufficiently minute, bor 
instance : a case is entered as Measles or Scarletina, in that Book : it may assume in its course 
some other form of disease. Now there is no provision made in the Book for entering the 
change in the disease, the space allotted for the purpose of making the entry is so small. 

469. Did you inform the Guardians at any time, specifically, of the number of children 

you found lodged in any room, and of the dimensions of the room? — I have never, specifi- 
cally, informed the Board of it, for the reasons that I have already mentioned, namely, that 
I did not wish our Reports to be made an unfair use of. ...... 

470. Now. at the time when upon the 14th of October, 1840, you complained of want of 

Clothing: and upon the 6th of January, 1841, when you reported again as to the want of 
Clothing ; and you reported also, want of accommodation, means of separation, air and exer- 
cise, did you suppose that any obstacle existed to those different wants being supplied — 1 
did ; but it was a supposition merely. . . . 

471. Were you aware, for instance, whether there was or was not at that time in the 

Workhouse, room that was not occupied, so that additional accommodation could have been 
supplied ? — With respect to the Nursery, I again and again spoke to the Matron in reference 
to it, and I told her to send the Nurses, when there were too many of them in one Ward, 
to another, but she never complied with my wishes. . . 

472. Did vou point out the Ward to which they might have been sent ?— I pointed out a 
Ward which would have answered equally well. I spoke of Ward 40 ; that Ward mignt 
have been used as an additional Nursery, and the persons occupying that, might have been 
sent somewhere else. 
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413 Have you reason to believe that at any period when you made this representatioa 
about the crowded state of the children’s rooms, the house was so crowded that additional 
accommodation could not be provided ? — Not at that time. 

4U Am I to understand you as stating that you believed always there wm, spare accojn- 
modation which might have been appropriated to the children or some of them . —Certainly, 
there was. I cannot however speak of all the time. . , •, . . 

475 Are you aware of any reason why the Board did not appropriate additional room 
when you reported to them that the rooms then occupied by the Paupers were insufficient ?_I 
bel eve it was from a mistaken notion of system and order, on the part of the Matron. 

476 But is it your opinion now that at those several periods when mischief was appre- 

hended upon account of the crowded state of the rooms, a means of separating the chddren 
did exist— a means of placing them in less crowded rooms ?_It is my impression ; cental, 
»me of the time there was. I do not say but die house may have subsequently become so 
crowded as to render it impracticable. , ... .. , , o t a- i_ . 

477 Do you think it has ever been so crowded as to render it ini practicable ?— I think it 

has been as full as it could hold. In other words, I think in an Establishment of this kind 
there ought always to be a good deal of spare room. . . 

478 But the application of persons for admission being as you have formerly said so 
numerous and urgent, do you not consider it necessary to reduce that spare room to the least 
space?— I think the health of the Paupers already in the house is a matter of much more 
importance than making provision for more cases— that in fact it is a greater charity to preserve 
those who are in the Institution in good health, than to endanger both parties by crowding 

the^hou se.^ beeQ any difficulty in the way of your other suggestions, for instance, 
increasing the quantity of clothing, being carried into effect ?— 1 made, upon my own 
responsibility, an order that the children should have two petticoats ; and that order was, 
after some time, without any application to the Board, complied with, but the petticoats and 
the other articles of dross were formed upon the smallest possible dimensions. They were 
not sufficiently long, neither were the arms properly covered. I find a memorandum of 
mine, dated the 20th of October ; it was as follows “ A few Infants have been attacked 
during the past week with very severe inflammation of the lungs. A suggestion was made 
to the Matron sometime ago ; and orders were given to her, to request that the Infanta 
should have two petticoats each, and long sleeves to their frocks, as it is most important to 
prevent their being exposed in their present thin clothing, to the present severe weather" 
Early in Spring, 1 gave an order to have two petticoats ; they wore procured sometime 
after. The petticoats being cut short did not make much matter during the summer months, 
but when the winter was approaching I spoke to the Matron to furnish us with larger ones, 
and this report which I have read, was merely written for the purpose of having our orders 
complied with. 

480. From time to time, when you made these reports about the crowded state of the 
rooms, were alterations made in the number of children placed in them, or not ? — There 
were alterations made ; but not exactly in compliance with our wishes. _ The alterations 
were made by the child’s going to Hospital, or something of that kind being done. I wish 
to state in reference to persons being sent to the Nursery who had no right to bo there, that 
this practice, after a remonstrance with the Matron, was given up. For instance, upon the 
17th of February, I have a note of persons being in the Nursery Wards who had no right 
to be there. I took that note, because I had repeatedly spoken to the Matron previously 
upon the subject, and got no satisfaction, so 1 was determined to have a little memorandum 
as to the time when the matter occurred ; and I find here that in my report of the 3rd of 
March to the Board, we complained of the practice of persons being sent to the Nursery 
who had no right to he there. 

48 1. But after you complained to the Board of the practice was it not discontinued ? — Yes. 

482. Mr. Barlow. — Is there any memorandum of the Board upon that subject?— Yes; it 
is as follows : “ The Medical Officer to consult with the Matron as to how far these altera- 
tions can be carried into effect.” The women were removed froni the Nursery. 

483. Mr. Hall . — Can you tell me at what period the women and children were placed in the 
Day-room, about which you say you made repeated representations ? — I cannot say exactly, 
but I think immediately after the opening of the house. I have no distinct recollection, but 
I think very shortly after the house was opened. 

484. You are not aware then whether any discussion took place as to whether it was a fit 
place to appropriate for the purpose ? — No. I am not. 

485. What specific objection have you taken from time to time against that room ?— I 
think it is cold, dark, and badly ventilated. 

486. Do yoii know the dimensions of it ? — I do not know them exactly. 

487. Do you know the number of windows? — I do not know exactly, about five or six, I 
believe. 

488. Do you know the size of No. 4 Room? — I do not know its exact dimensions. 

489. You mentioned that you suggested an alteration with regard to this place, verbally ?— - 
A Sub-Committee was appointed with us. Mr. Law, as well as I remember, was one of 
them. Upon the 6th of October we were appointed to consider what arrangements should 
he made with regard to this matter, and I suggested a plan that the two Rooms should be 
divided transversely across, in order to give a thorough air and solar light,' and the apart- 
ment at present occupied by one of the Ward Masters would have made a good Work-roont 
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490. If this arrangement were made, would you consider tlio day accommodation of the 14/A December, 1841. 
women and children sufiicient?— Yes, provided the space divided off were larger ; I would - — 

very much prefer giving them the use of the Work-room altogether, as it stands. T)r - Duncan - 

491. Do you think that the removing the children from the Day-room which they have 
been inhabiting, into the Work-room would cause an important improvement in their health? — 

^ 6 492. Is there anything in the Work-room would make it an unsuitable Room for that 

purpose ? I suppose you allude to the floor, but I look upon that as an advantage. 

1 493- I was not alluding to anything in particular ? — Then my answer is, No. I find from 
our Report Book that our representations to the Board respecting the Clothing of the 
children, were made upon the 20th October. The further directions to the Matron were 
given upon the 18th November; but I certainly spoke to her upon several occasions pre- 
viously. The entry is as follows : “ The petticoats for the children are much too short.” 

- The Matron’s reply was, “ there is a reason for it.” 

494. You are reported to have asserted upon a former occasion, when- asked about the 
Dav-room, to a suggestion from Mr. Roper, that the Day-room is completely without 

lio-ht ? The question had reference to solar light. The answer was, “it is perfectly without 

solar light, its aspect is to the North.” 

495. Will you explain what you mean when you say it is without solar light? — I mean 
that the direct rays of the Sun cannot roach it. 

496. I believe you mean to say that the Room has a Northern aspect, and that the Sun at 
no time shines directly into it ?— Yes. 

497. You are reported to have said that it is under the level of the ground? — The level 

of the Room is under it. , , ' „ „ , . , , . . 

498. How low is the level of the Room below the level of the ground ?— Eight inches. 

499 Do you think that we maintain the children here in the same state of health in which 

they come into the Workhouse, or in which the children in the City are maintained, and that 
they require warmer Clothing here than those who are living out of the House ?— I should 
think they do not require warmer Clothing in one sense ; but I think an Institution of this 
kmd should be better provided. . f . . , 

500. As a matter of fact, do you think the children are better clothed after than before 

their admission ?— I do not. .... ,,,,,, 

501 Do you think for the most part, that a child presented for admission is as well clothed 
on admission as after it ? — I think a great deal of the want of Clothing for the child is com- 
pensated for by the Mothers’ Cloak. . . . v , 

502. That is, at the moment when the child is brought here for admission ?— Yes : and 

under circumstances. For instance, when the child is taken out by its Mother, there is a 
great deal of warmth and protection for it in her Cloak. _ , . . » , 

503. But do you think the children themselves are better clothed ? — I think many of them 

are better clothed outside ; some are a great deal worse. . . . , , 

504. But do you think it frequently occurs that the Pauper Infant, upon being brought 
into the House, and the Workhouse Clothes substituted for its own, changes for the worse ?- 
The quality of Clothing is perhaps generally as good as it is outside the doors. 

505. You are aware that the quantity of Clothing has been increased .—Yes. 

506. And' you think it only now reaches the point at which the children outside the 

Workhouse- are clothed ? — I think so. . . e ,, f 

507. You speak with regard to warmth?— -Yes ; I mean articles for the P“’P° 

Clothing. It must be remembered that tho Infants, every day of then- lives, have to be 
brought twice, if not more frequently, from the Dormitory to the Day-room, wheie they 
are exposed in all kinds of weather; now, the same thing would no o , ■ 

walls ; therefore I say, the Infants inside these walls are more liable to take cold, andiequne 
warmer clothing than those outside these doors. , , . 

80S. Do yoS think the Clothing i. flow ns want i ns it shodd be it-Tto 
last Meeting ordered Cloaks to be provided for the Nurses, and I think when those articles 



have said that our wishes upon the subject are to bo complied with. 

510. Do you consider that the Children inside the House are more exposed to ^clement 
weather than those outside ?— In conseauence of the reasons I have just given, i turns: 



weather than those outside ? — In consequence of the reasons have jus given, 

Mr. Phelan Are the children brought from the Dormitory to ithe Day-room in 

the hands, or are they covered ?— There was nothing to cover them “ e 
512. Mr. Han.— Hoivfar must they be brought?— Formerly they cross o “J ,, I 

they have now to cross two yards. It is in reference to that exposu ‘ 0U +Jj e 0 f 

the quantity of clothing here was comparatively less than what c 

513™ Arc the Dormitories in which the children sleep here, well adapted for the purpose ?— 

T: TSfK ceiled, and the windows, 
a thorough ventilation, are not, I tliink, very suitable for the piupose. 



51p; >Wheh you say that it ia not large enough, you mean 



51?; -When you say 
e’fivft; 'fhkbettainly . 



in reference to the number that 
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516. Are you aware that there is at present any other room in which the children could 

be lieut? The impression upon my mind is, that there is not. 

517 P Have you recently made any representation to the Boat'd fliat there were more 
children in it than you thought could be properly disposed of ?— The Matron is quite aware 
of my opinion, and she coincides with me that there are too many Infants m the room for fc 

^l^Hoi^nianypersons of the Pauper class do you think the Workhouse is adapted 
for * Hare you evor taken any pains to form an accurate opinion on that point .—I hare 
not ; I thought that at the time the Workhouse was opened, that it was arranged by the 

°™TdTnot tfsay that it was your duty to do so ?— I have only considered the 
subject in detail, since the investigation commenced, and therefore I have only made myself 
acquainted with a few Wards, particularly the Children s Wards. 

520. How many Paupers are in the Wards now ?— There arc, I flunk, II 01 1800. 

Mr. Barlow — There are 1950 ; up to Saturday night there wore 1894. 

521. Mr. Hall. Probably you are not now aware that there is any spare room?— I 

S ^522. *Are you aware that the Commissioners considered the house capable of containing 

523 Are you aware that they made this estimate, allowing a certain proportion for each 
class in the house ?— Yes ; but I was not aware what that proportion was, nor was I aware 
that they had been actually laid down for the guidance of tho Board. 

524. Do you mean you were not aware that particular rooms had been appropriated to 
particular classes ?— No relative proportion allotted to the Paupers. 

525. Are you aware of any rule or regulation which would he an obstacle m the way of 

those recommendations of yours being carried into effect ? — X do not know of any, so far as 
our particular recommendations. „ , _ 

526. Do you consider that the crowded state of the Rooms — the insufficient Clothing— 
the want of Classification, or any other of those defective arrangements of which you speak, 
were the consequence of any rules or regulations ? — No. 

527. Mr. Phelan . — How many Epidemics have occurred in this Workliouso since you have 
been connected with it ? — One of Measles, Scarletina twice, Pneumonia, which is considered 
an Epidemic, Inflammation of the Lungs, and Hooping Cough. 

528. To make a fair comparison of the mortality hero and elsewhere, you should take 
equal numbers of children of the same age, children as nearly as you could take them from 
the class to which the children in this Workhouse belong, before their admission, and you 
should then consider the prevalence of the Epidemics in ono quarter during tho period 
which you took for your calculation. Then you ought to ascertain, if you could, what has 
been the rate of mortality in the two places. Do you think, taking all these circumstances 
into consideration, you are able to make any comparison between tho rate of mortality here 
and outside ? — Not taking those things into consideration, I cannot. 

529. Mr. Hall But are you not persuaded that in order. to make a correct comparison, 

it is necessary to take all those circumstances into consideration, for instance, if you were 
comparing the mortality of two places in one year, and you asserted that it was greater in 
one place than in the other, would not that greater mortality bo sufficiently accounted 
for by the circumstance that there had been four Epidemics in tho ono place ? — It would 
account in some way for it — in a great way I would say. 

530. Mr. Phelan Would it not also be necessary that tho comparison should he made 

between the same classes to enable you to form a correct diagnosis ? — I merely mado the com- 
parison because I was asked for the result of my experience upon tho subject ; hut I do not 
take it as a correct mode of calculation. 

531. Mr. Hall . — Are you aware of the number that wero in the House at the timo that 
you represented its crowded state ? — I believe that tho House was not full at tho time, but 
the adjustment I wished for was not mado ; one class was too crowded. 

532. But you state that you are not aware of any rule of the Commissioners by which 
that portion was fixed ? — No but I think the adjustment to which I allude should have been 
made by the Commissioners or tho Board. 

533. Are you aware of any rule or regulation mado by tho Commissioners, or the Board, 
of which the defective arrangements to which you refer, may fairly he termed a conse- 
quence ? — No, I am not aware. 

534. I believe you have already stated your opinion that if the suggestions which 
you have made from time to time, had been promptly and thoroughly attonded to, a 
very improved state of health amongst the Pauper Infants would have been effected \— 
Yes. 

535. Do you also think that the amount of mortality amongst the children would have 
been diminished ? — I do, decidedly. 

. 536. Do you consider that tins Workhouse affords as much, or more, or less facility, as 
similar Establishments, for maintaining children in a good state of health ? — Do you speak 
of Workhouses or Orphan Societies? 

537. I speak of any Establishment, Foundling Hospitals, for instance, which may have 
come within the scope of your experience ? — I have seen somo W orkhouses in this country, 
and . I believe all are upon the same plan. I think that we have in this House. greater 
facilities for having the children in this House in good health than perhaps in other Institutions. 
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I don’t speak of the Foundling Hospital except with regard to Infant Children, where they uthDecember, 1841. 
are very far inferior to us. 

538. You mean under the present arrangements ? — Yes, under the present arrangements. Dr- Duncan. 

There is an Institution with which I am familiar, the Deaf and Dumb ; the ages of the 
children there,’ to be sure, exceed those of the children here, but they greatly excel 

us in this respect, that the children are not near so much crowded there as here, that the 
Institution is in the Country, and that they get what some persons would call better food. 

539. My question regards the premises ; I allude particularly to the elevation, drainage, 
and general aspect of tho place ? — I think we have many very great advantages here, for we 
have always the best air, 

540. You recollect sending me this note, (handing a note to witness). You state in this 
letter which is dated the 15th of May, 1841, that you thought ££ from personal examination 
of the children , that their general state of health was highly satisfactory ?” — Yes, but I alluded 
to children who were above two years old. 

541. I find from the postscript that you particularly examined the children from two to 

f; ve p Yes. The fact is, I believe, that the children from two years upwards have 

improved in health since then' admission into the Workhouse ; I believe at least that they 
have improved from five upwards, but I think I may say from two. 

542. Do you think, then, it being your opinion, that tho children from two years upwards t 
have improved in health, that by making alterations such as you suggested from time to 
time to the Board, a corresponding improvement in the health of the children below two 
years of age might be effected? — Yes. 

543. Mr. Phelan . — Do you attribute the bad health of the children in any degree to the 
present practice of washing out the Dormitories ? — I think so. 

544. Is that one of the immediate causes in giving the children Pneumonia ? What is 
the practice of washing, let me ask you first ?— The Wards are washed out every morning, 
sometimes so late, that in some instances, the Bed-rooms are not dry at night! 

545. And duringtbat time are any of the children allowed to remain in fire Dormitory ? — 

I believe but very few do remain there. 

546. Their remaining there is not a matter of necessity, it is merely a matter of choice? — 

Yes, certainly it is choice upon the part of the Mothers. 

547. The doors and windows are opened to dry the rooms ? — Yes. 

548. The doors and windows are opened, you say ? — Yes. 

549. And you would include that amongst your other objections ? — Certainly ; I am 
anxious that the Day-room should be occupied by the Infants during the day, and that the 
Dormitory should, in their absence, be thoroughly ventilated, and the windows opened. 

550. Do you know what the practice is with the Wet Nurses regarding their diet ?— 

They got their diet at the same hour as others, and then they fasted from 10 o’clock till 5, 
but some of the Infants get an allowance of bread, which is used, I believe, by the Mothers. 

551. Do you approve of Nurses fasting from 10 in the morning to 5 ?— Certainly not. 

552. Would you attribute a good deal of the ill health of the children to that cause ?— 

It has not struck me as a cause, the Nurses have not complained of it, how they manage it I 
cannot say. ■ 

553. Would you think 7 hours too long for a child to fast ?— They do not fast so long. 

554. Is not the circumstance of the Mothers’ taking the child’s allowance capable of being 

remedied? — I think so. , - 

555. Mr. Roper You have classified the children into those that were in good health, 

delicate health, and far gone in disease ; of those you say the half were in good health, do * 
you mean to say that a quarter each of the remaining half were delicate and far gone in 
disease ? — Certainly not. 

556. What proportion did they bear to each other ? I cannot say. 

557. You have hazarded the opinion you know about one half being m good health, now 

cannot you form another opinion upon this subject ? — I am almost certain of the one hall, 
but I cannot speak positively of the others. ... , ... 

558. Mr. Phelan But you have no record to refer to with regard to the positive health 

of that one half ? — No. 

559. Nor with regard to the delicate and far gone? — No. , 

560. Therefore what you now say is all your impression of certain facts . Yes. 

561. Mr. Barlow You said, I believe, in answer to the question put to you relative to 

the state of health in which the Infants were upon admission, that six of them were m a 
diseased state ; and I would infer from the statement that six were far gonein disease ? I 
should think that you would not be far astray. .. , 

562. Mr. Phelan Can you give us your impression of the number of children who were 

labouring under disease at the time of them admission ? — I have no such record. _ _ 

563. Mr. Hall . — But you said you thought that one half of the children came m in good 
health, another portion delicate, and a third portion suffering from disease, can you now say 
how many of those children were in a state of disease ? — I think of children under 2 years 
of age actually diseased, that would be very nearly the proportion. 

564. Whioh would be?— Six out of the hundred, actually diseased, and who would, we 

would say, die. „ „ , , , , 

565. Mr. Barlow You did not rely upon the statement so often alluded to here, as 

being correct ? — I certainly would not consider it a correct statement, because^; states tnat 
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all the rest of the children were in good health ; I think some of the children woro delicate • 
When I speak of the children I mean to say that six of them were laoouring under such 
disease that it was impossible for them to recover; that the recovery of the others was a 
question, but that they were not labouring under actual maladies which would neces- 

Sa 566. PI Thenfthey were not entitled to be considered in good health ?— Certainly not. 

567 I wish to know whether the practice of cleansing tho children, of which you 
complained was reported to the Board ?— No. My impression is,. that the Board, and 
perhaps I mWit say, the Commissioners, did not form the same opinion ol the importance 
of these matters that I did, and, therefore they might have lain over till they had leisure to 

568. Did you, upon any occasion, find any unwillingness in the Board to attend to your 
representation regarding the children, or any class of Paupers?— I never found any unwil- 
lingness about them. . ,. . , T i 

569 Do you recollect making a verbal communication to me :— 1 do. 

570 Do you also remember that I recommended you when there was any matter of 

importance, to report it to the Board?— I remember the occasions upon winch you spoke, 
and you said that the crowded state of the Nursery could not be helped or remedied 
immediately. „ „ ,, , , » 

57 1 . Was that my answer to yon ? — That was the substance oi it. 

572. I distinctly state that to the host of my recollection, I never gave you such an 
answer. My question to you was, whether I did not tell you to report to the Board any 
circumstance of importance connected with the management ot the Workhouse ? — I admit 
that you did, but not on the occasions to which I allude. . 

573 . Nor do I attempt to recollect particular occasions, but I ask you wore not my 
recommendations, or if I may say so, directions, to report to the Board, any matter of 
consequence in your Book ?— And 1 have explained my reasons why I did not report to the 
Board. 

574. Mr. Hall. Do you consider it possible to separate the children from each other in 

this Workhouse? Do you consider it possible to do so in any Institution like this ? — I 
think there ought to be a possibility. 

575. Do you mean a possibility of isolating any particular child from tho rest ?— Yes. 
Perhaps Mr. Barlow will recollect a suggestion made, and abandoned at tho time, because I 
saw there were evident inconvenicncios in realising them, hut I made the suggestion thinking 
it the best that could bo done, under tho circumstances, namely, to raiso the sheds at the 
lower part of the houso, at the other side, and divide them into 3 rooms. 

576. Mr. Harlow . — I recollect a suggestion of my own that wo should raise thoso build- 
ings? I stated so to you, but there was a good deal of hurry at the Board at tlio time, and 

you might forget it. 

577. I wish to know whether you were ever told by any member of tho Board, or by 
myself, as Chairman of it, that we had too much business, and wero too hurried to attend to 
the recommendations of the Medical Officers, or is it your own impression only ? — It is my 
own impression only. 

578. You never were told that there was so much business to bo done, that what you 
suggested should be left undone ? — My impression was founded upon the circumstance that 
many of our suggestions were not carried into effect till long after we made them. 

579. Have you seen the Matron brought in here and told that your directions were to be 
attended to ? — I have occasionally. 

580. Do you recollect a particular occasion when the Matron was brought in here to 
consult with you whether any better arrangements about tho children could bo made ? — That 
occurred months after. 

581. It was not upon the occasion of a report? — It was upon the occasion of a report; it 
was in reference to a suggestion that we had made months before. 

582. I cannot admit upon the part of the Board that there was ever anything of the kind 
' neglected, but I remember perfectly well calling the Matron and requesting her to consult 

with you in reference to the children ? — Our reports show, Mr. Barlow, that our previous 
suggestions had not been carried into effect. 

583. Mr. Phelan . — Do you consider that Measles frequently leaves its dregs in the con- 
stitution of a child, so that the child dies ultimately ? — Certainly. 

_ 584. Did you ever object to the Board as to the Form of your Medical Books, with a 
view to having other Books procured which would he better adapted to tho purposes for 
which you required them ? — I never did, because I considered it would bo useless to do so : 
they were prescribed by Law, or what was tantamount to Law. . 

585. Mr. Barlow.— Do you recollect that we immediately ordered you other Books which 
we thought necessary, without any reference to tho Commissioners ? — I am quite aware of 
that, but the Books thus" ordered were simply those Books which wero absolutely necessary 
for the management of our Hospital Department. When the Board appointed me Physician 
to the Workhouse, they did not desire me to keep notes of any case that occurred. 

586. Mr. Hull — When you speak of Books as not being adapted to your purpose’, do 
you allude to the three Books which the Commissioners prescribed for tho Medical Officers 
to keep? — Those Books are probably well adapted for the purpose for which they were 
intended. We had no object in registering any particular cases, except for our own advan- 
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, e> Wc t0 °k notcs cascs > but simply for our own purposes. I will give you an illus- 
tration of my meaning regarding the Books : a girl was admitted here, who was labouring 
nder a Syphillitic affection ; while under treatment for that disease; she took a bad form. of 
p e ver, and she was transferred from the Surgical Ward to mine ; but there was no entry 
made in the Book relative to the case. 

587. But is there anything in the form of the Books to prevent such a case being 
ecorded ? The only way the difficulty could have been obviated would have been to have 
discharged the girl at the time she took the new disease and enter her in the Books afresh, 
as labouring under fever. 

588. I wish to ask you if you have found those Books insufficient for the purposes for 
which they were put into your hands, namely, as a record of the sickness and mortality in 
the Workhouse ? — I think they are not perfectly sufficient. There is a practical difficulty, 
which however can be obviated. 

589. Mr. Phelan .— Did you make any application to Mr. Hall, to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, or to the Board of Guardians, in rcfercnco to the matter ?— No ; I did not. 

590. Mr. Iiarloio . — With respect to children, allow me to ask you if you considered that 
vou had power to order additional clothing for the Infants, without reporting the matter to 

the Board ? As a class, I believe I had not such a power, but I took the liberty of making 

such an order when I thought the occasion justified it. 

591. Do you remember ever been told, that whenever you thought it necessary, as a 
Medical Officer, to order additional clothing, you had the power to do so ? — Yes, in particular 

Ca ^592 Then if you found 10 children for instance, all of whom required additional clothing, 
would you not have considered yourself justified in ordering them clothing ?— Certainly ; 
but I never thought that ordering such a thing as a Cloak was within my province; but I 
have ordered a Cloak. ...... ,, ., 

593. You stated in your Report, and tlio Board heard it with surprise, the course the 
Matron took in ordering women into tlio nursery as a punishment ?— Yes. 

594. Was not that immediately redressed by the Board?— Yes. Upon our application to 

^595. Was it not redressed as soon as it came to the knowledge of tho Board ? — Yes, but 
it liad'escaped their notice for a considerable time before. 

596. But tho Board were entirely ignorant of it, wero they not?— Yes. 

597'. With respect to the Day-room do you recollect tho Infant children being placed in 
another room ? Yes, they wero placed in the Cliapol at my suggestion.. 

598. Was it not also at your suggestion that they, were removed to the room in which 

they are at present? — They wero removed from the room in which they now are, to the 
Chapel ; when alterations were being made in the Chapel they were sent back to the room 
in’ which they had previously been, with the understanding, that tlicir stay in that room 
would be but temporary ; tho alterations have been completed, but they would not be allowed 
back again ; and you may remember I spoke to you upon the subject of giving them per- 
mission to go back again. , . 9 at i...i 

599. Do you considor the uppor room, used as a Chapel, is a proper room.— No, but it 

is better than where they are. .. . . , .... , , ,, . 

600 I ask you was not Wednesday last the first time you applied for additional clothing 
for the Nurses and the children, in consequence of their being obliged to cross the yard?— 

It was the first lime wc applied for cloaks for them. , . , 

601. Captain Lindsay.— Do you consider the Claremont Institution one with which you 
can compare this or any other Workhouse ?_I thinkfor the partaular class of cases they 
would receive the Bamo kind of treatment hero, 1 tlnnk the health of the children would be 

602. Mr. Barlow You have been asked a question as to the practice of washing out the 

rooms, is it not the practice in damp and bad weather to light fires in the Wards?— I behove 

]t 603. Mr. Rover You have stated in answer to Mr. Hall that there was a Board’s Order 

that no Pauper should be permitted to go out upon a Pass till after inspection by the Medical 

Officer, at whose suggestion was that order made ? At mine. , , , » ,, 

604. Why did you make it? — Because it was impossible for me to be accountable lor the 

examination of the Paupers otherwise. , , 

605. Do you know are Paupers ever admitted upon any Board day except upon Monday — 

I believe they are, sometimes upon Wednesday. . T , 

606. Are you ever called upon to examine such cases?— Not usually, perhaps I may have 

been once, but I do not remember more than once. . . , . , « . 

607. If such Paupers had been admitted without your having boon ipfcmcd of it do you 
consider yourself chargeable with neglect ol duty— Cwtauly not, I tlunk that it is tho 
Master’s duty to apprise us of such cases. 



608. Do you bcliovo oases have occurred of Paupers being admitted upon a Wednesday, 
when you were not called upon to inspect tl.cm!-I believe there hare ; ^ W ednesday I 
was told there were Paupors admitted ; I never heard anything of it till the IMO y. 

■ 609. For what purpose is a Medical Inspection by you required !-I bcie o it is to 
ascertain whether Ly of tlio Paupers then admitted wore kbouring under I el c 0 loiter 
diseases requiring them to he sent to Hospital, and to see whether the clnldien are 



Vaccinated. 



G2 



1 ith December, 1841, 
Dr. Duncan. 



I 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



14th December, 1841. 
Dr. Duncan. 



52 EVIDENCE ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 

610. Are you in the habit of sending any Paupers from the Probationary Ward direct to 

the Hospital? — Yes, we are, such cases as require it. , . „ 

611. Do you make any memoraudum of the state of health of a 1 auper upon admission? — 
No, we do not, unless there are very urgent cases ; I have occasionally made some remarks 

upon cases, but I don’t make a practice of it. ,. , , 

612. Do you know that there is a column in the Application Book which has been assumed 

by the presiding Chairman to refer to the state of health of the Paupers — -I learned it by 
accident ; I was in the admission room and heard Mr. Swan questioning the Paupers, which 
was the first information I had upon the subject.^ _ _ . , 

613. Do you know there is a similar column in the Registry ?— I have heard so. 

614. If it were your duty to fill up those columns, don’t you think you should have been 
informed of it before this ? — I do. 

615. Were you ever told it was your duty?— Never. . 

616. Do you believe nowit is your duty?— I never received any directions on the 
subject. 

617. Were you ever told it was your duty ? — Never. 

618. You are quite certain and dear upon that point ? — Certainly. 

619. How long are you generally in attendance each day in this house ? — Upon an aver- 
age about three hours ; sometimes more, seldom less than three hours daily. 

620. How long is you attendance upon a Monday ? — Every alternate Monday about five 

hours. . 

621. If you are to be required to fillup those columns m the Registry with Medical 
accuracy and precision, would it not increase your labours very much ? — Yes, an hour 
and a-half or two hours. 

Mr. Hall said that he never intended to throw blame upon the Medical Officers for not 
making the entries in the Application and Report Book and Registries. 

622. Mr. Roper . — Are you aware of the quantity of air necessary to support the life of 
one person and keep him in a healthy state ? — Yes. The most exact calculation that I can 
make is that 666 cubic feet of air are required to sustain an adult for the twenty-four hours. 

*622. Are you aware of the quantity of air allowed by the Inspectors of Prisons?— Yes. 

623. Do Infants or Adults require the purest atmosphere ? — Infants certainly require a 
purer atmosphere, they cannot bear to bo confined long. 

624. They will exhibit the injury they receive from an impure atmosphere sooner than 
Adults, will they not ? — Yes. 

625. Do you know the size of the Dormitory ? — I have measured a good many of them, 

626. Mention the dimensions of the Dormitories, and the accommodation provided for the 
Paupers ? — The present Dormitory is 81£ feet long, 17 feet 3 inches wide, and 14 feet high, 
there are 37 beds in it. 

627. How many human beings are there in it? — 74 ; which would give about 245 cubic 
feet for each, the total quantity of air actually consumed by an Adult would be 340 cubic 
feet, an Infant should have as much because it breathes faster than an Adult, and although 
the capacity of its lungs is less they are filled much more frequently. 

628. Then your opinion is, that a Dormitory for 100 Adults and a Dormitory for 100 
Infants under one year old, should be of the same capacity ? — I think for health’s sake it 
should. 

629. Mr. Hall . — But for ordinary purposes would you say that a Dormitory in a Work- 
house should be of the same size for Infants as Adults ? — I do. 

630. Do you think it would be right in a private family to put as many Adults into a 
room as children would without hesitation be placed in it ? — We never come near the limits. 

631. Mr. Roper . — Are not Nurseries much more crowded in private families, oven of easy 
circumstances, than they ought to be ? — Yes, I think they are. 

632. When you come near the quantity actually consumed by a person, you ought to 
hesitate how far you would push it? — They have each 245 cubic feet of air now. 

633. And you think 340 cubic feet is what they ought to have ? — Yes. 

634. Mr. Hall . — Could not a greater or a less quantity of air bo supplied to persons in a 
room according to the means of ventilation afforded ? — I think there might. ' 

635. Therefore it does not depend exactly upon dimensions whether the inmates have a 
sufficiently airy room or not — it depends upon the dimensions of a room coupled with its 
ventilation? — Yes. 

636. Do you consider the ventilation in this room might be improved? — Yes. 

637. And you recommend that to be done ? — Yes. 

638. Mr . Roper . — When you agreed to the removal of the Nurses into the room, did you 
entirely approve of it? — No. 

639. Did you, as it^were, make certain conditions upon their going into it ? — Yes, there 
were to be ventilators put into the room, and it was not to be too much crowded. 

640. Are there any other Nurses in the house, except those sleeping in the room ? — , 

There are. * * & 

641. How are they accommodated?— They are in Hospital. 

642. Why ? — Some of them from the illness of the Mothers and some from the illness of 
the children. 

643. Where is the Nurses’ Dormitory placed? — It is outside the limit of the present 
building, next the lane going up to the garden. 

644. Is it not in the lane ? — One wall of it is the boundary of the lane. 
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645. Is it not fl ank ed up on one side, within a few feet, by the wall of our large main 14<A December, 1841. 

building and at a greater distance by, I believe, the Lunatic Asylum?— Yes. 

646. Are there not walls of other buildings sufficiently close to that building in which Dr ‘ Dunc8 ”* 
the Nurses’ Dormitory is situated, so as to render ventilation of that building more difficult 

flmn the ventilation of our general Dormitories here ? — The ventilation is somewhat 
imperfect. 

647. In consequence of the wall? — Yes. 

648. Mr. Hall . — Is there not sufficient ventilation for that Dormitory? — There is not the 
same access for a current of air to it. 

649. Mr. Roper . — Are you aware how the under part of this House is occupied ? — By a 
class of Lunatics. 

650. Are not this class immediately under where the Nurses’ sleeping room is? — Yes. 

651. Mr. Hall . — Did you make that objection to this apartment ? — No, I did not. 

652. Mr. Roper . — Was it by the direction of the Guardians they were put there? — I 
believe it was. 

653. What Ward did the Nurses occupy as a sleeping-room before they were removed to 
this Ward ? — No; 50. 

654. Is not that hi every respect a more desirable apartment than they now occupy ? — 

Indeed I think it was, if it had not been too much crowded. 

655. What diseases do you consider are caused by over crowding the children ? — Scrofu- 
lous diseases in particular ; you may have Fever. 

656. What disease have you principally observed in this House to be the result of the 
over crowding, and to have proved most fatal to the children here ?— Consumption is looked 
upon as a Scrofulous disease. 

657. Do you account for the prevalence of the Scrofula here to the over crowding of the 
House ? — In a great measure. 

658. Have any Infants, previously healthy upon their admission, died here ? — They have. 

659. You have known several Infants die in the House who were previously healthy on 
their admission ? — Several. 

660. Did you dissect any of them ? — I did. 

661. What did you discover in them after death ? — I discovered Tubercles in the lungs 
of a great majority of them. 

662. Mr. Phelan . — Are not these children under two years of age? — Yes. 

663. Is it usual for Scrofulous Tubercles to he developed in children of that early age ? — 

I believe it is— I bolievo not only that, but that, they have existed in children before they 
were born. 

664; Mr. Roper . — I believe the developement of Scrofulous symptoms amongst the 
children of this Workhouse has attracted the observations of Medical men? — It has. 

665. Are you aware it is moro more particularly in reference to tho South Dublin 

Union? — Yes. . . , 

666. Are you aware tliat tho health of the children who were maintained in the House ot 
Industry was the subject of a Medical Inquiry ? — I have seen it so stated. 

667. Have you any doubt of it ? — ^1 have not. 

668. Mr. Phelan — Do you hand in any Record, Mr. Roper ? .... . 

Mr. Roper referred to an Extract from a Lecture of Surgeon Carmichael m reference to 
Scrofulous diseases. 

Examination of Witness continued. 

669. Mr. Roper Were you ever consulted by the ^Commissioners or our Board as to 

any of the buildings or alterations in tho House ? — No, I was not. 

670. Do you consider the low Sheds called Day Rooms calculated either for the health 
or comfort' of the children or Adults in the Workhouse — I mean by comfort only so far as 
relates to the health of the Paupers? — No I think they are very badly planned. 

671. Have the walls and the new buildings erected by the Commissioners increased or 

diminished the ventilation of the premises ? — The cross walls have decidedly diminished he 
ventilation. , , . ,, 

672. Mr. Hall Are yon aware of the changes that have been made here since the old 

House of Industry was in existence? — I am aware of the old House of Industry since , 
it was previous to that not so much obstructed as it is now, for there were improvements made, 
walls were thrown down, the passage was cleared up in front, and the place was materially 
improved ; but since that period the walls of the present Building have been built up. 

673. Are you aware there were walls there before ? — Yes, but not so nig as now. ■ 

674. Mr. Roper .— If the Nurses, Infants and other children were fairly accommodated 
now in the House with a view to their health, what room would be left for the Adults ?— 

Before I Could answer that question you must tell me how many Nurses there axe m the 
House, and then you must give the measurement of every Room m the House. , 

675. Do you think any improvement that is likely to be adopted here wo 

our mortality to that amount which takes place amongst Orphan Charity children who are 
supported by Voluntary Contributions, ana sent to the Country. The ques ion y 
me is whether we can have them as healthy hero as. in the Country. 

676. No, I am talking of a class of miserable destitute children who have b^nt^en iip 
by Societies and sent to the Country?— I believe the children reared in the Country win 
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have a smaller mortality, and bo in better health than those reared in this house, or any 

■where el ^ _ r0 ^ uce mc s ; x Infants under two years old, in perfect health, that have 
been six months in this house ?_Dr. Kirkpatrick attends this month and he can answer the 

^ 678 Mr Hull. You have been questioned about the new Day Rooms which the Com- 

missioners built ; ’ upon a former day you are reported to have said you do not think they 
are fit for anv purposes for human beings ?— That was not the answser 1 gave ; the answer 
was that I did not think they were suitable for any purposes for human beings to live in. 

679. Are you aware of the dimensions of those rooms '! — 1 am not aware oi the length or 
breadth of them, but I know with regard to one of them that the crowd of people in it is 

^GSO^But are you not aware that any room, if crowded, is unfit for the purposes for 
which you require it. — It is. . . . , , , 

681. What strikes you as an objection to the room : — It is low and dark, and there is no 
possibility of opening the windows without injury to the health of some of the persons in 

th< 682° I How is the Paupers’ health injured by opening the windows ?— Because they are 

t00 68°3 W " Where is the bench upon which the Paupers sit if they wish ? — All round the room, 
but particularly under the window, the only thing that would obviate the objection would be 
to raise the wall 3 feet, and put the windows higher up. 

684. What is the height of the walls at the side ?— Perhaps about 7 feet. 

685. What is the height in the centre? — It may be 13 feet. 

686. What is the number and size of the windows ? — I don’t exactly know. 

687. Do you consider that the windows are sufficiently large ? — I think their position 
prevents them from giving a proper quantity of light, they are too low. 

G£8. Mr. Roper Are you aware how the benches are placed in this room for the Pau- 

pers to sit on ? If the windows are open when the Paupers are so situated, will not the 
draft of air coming in prove injurious to the Paupers ? V ill it not have an effect upon the 
backs of their necks ?— It will ; It will give them Rheumatism. 

689. Mr. Barlow . — Would it not have been much more satisfactory, if it could have been 
so arranged that all the Infants that had been born in the house had died or remained here, 
could you not then have arrived at a more satisfactory account as to the diseases which 
attack them? — Yes. 

690. Can you tell me how many Infants have been born in the house ? — 27 I think. 

691. I believe you are mistaken, I think the number is 35. What portion of these 
Infants have died or been dieharged ? — I do not know, but I know that some of the finest 
and healthiest children I have ever seen are those born in this House and have died here. 

692. Captain Lindsay . — As you have no Record of the state of the children’s health 
upon admission, how can you state that the Infants would have died? — You have re- 
peated opportunities of seeing them in the Day Room, and when the Mothers came down 
occasionally labouring under some trifling complaints, have you formed any opinion as to 
whether the children could be reared in the house or not ? — Perhaps I should begin by 
answering the first question : when a child who had entered the House 2 or 3 months previ- 
ously, was sent to the Hospital labouring under some acute disease, without coming under 
my notice before that period, my presumption was that the Mother’s statement regarding 
the child’s previous good health was correct, not only from her statement, but from the 
nature of the disease with which the child was affected. 

693. Have you formed any opinion as to whether children can be reared in health here?— 
I believe they can, provided you make the necessary arrangements. 

694. Mr. Arkins . — What distance is the Dormitory in which the Nurses and the Infants 
sleep from the Day Room ? — I don’t exactly know, it is across two of the yards. 

695. Do the Nurses bring the Infant children in their arms without any covering, from 
the bed in which they sleep to the Day Room ? — They do. 

696. With their legs and arms bare ? — Y es. 

697. At what hour do the Nurses leave the Day Room and proceed to the Dormitory?— 
I believe about 7 o’clock. 

698. And do the proceed there with the Infants in their arms with their legs and arms 
bare at night? — I believe they might have left the Day Room at an earlier hour if they 



699. But at any rate they should bring them across the yard ? — Yes. 

700. Mr. Hall . — Admitting that the case is as your answer would represent it to be, and 

that such a proceeding is objectionable, is it not the easiest thing in the world to obviate it?— 
It is. - 

701. Would there be the slightest difficulty in transferring to the Wards that the children 
and Mothers now occupy, as many able-bodied women as could be properly put to sleep 
there, and produce accommodation for the Nurses and children elsewhere ?— Yes. 

702. Mr. Arkins . — To what reports did'you allude as injurious to the Institution, which 
■ou said prevented you from giving your Reports in writing, lest any improper use should 
ic made of them ? — It was a fact, that I understood, that a particular Guardian, instead of 
bringing his complaints to the Board, went to another place first. 

703. Alight I ask you who that particular Guardian was ?— Mr. Arkma. 



I 
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704 Do you remember my consultin'; you with regard to the Dormitories, before those 14tA De«mi«r,l841. 
complaints were brought before the Board?— I remember a conversation with you subse- ^ Du ^ 
auent to it, but not before it. 

^ 705. Then you are aware that I brought the matter before the Board, and got some of 
the Gentlemen to accompany me to the Domitory ?— I am not. 

706. Mr. Roper. Mr. Hall asked you, whether several things here are not capable of 

beintf remedied, and you have stated that they are. I now ask you has not loss of life been 
caused by their not having been remedied before this ? — I believe there has. 

707. If the children here cost 2*. a-woelc each, what expense is caused for the Hospital 
accommodation for them on an average ?— I cannot answer the question, but if I am to judgo 
from the number in Hospital, it must be considerable. 

708. Then the children are a considerable part of the Hospital establishment? — Yes. 

709* You have stated in a former enquiry that you consider the mortality here greater 

than in the Liberty and Church-street, amongst the destitute Poor? — I believe so. 

710. Mr. Hall. Do you mean you believe it to have been the case ? — I believe it to have 

l. Mr. Roper . — Are not these localities the St. Giles’ of Dublin? — They are. 

712. If the mortality in this Workhouse cannot be reduced below that which takes place 

in the class of persons that exist in the lowest stage of existence, outside, is not a Poor Rate 
a useless imposition ? — I believe that it can be reduced. I have been several years Physician 
to a Dispensary, embracing almost as low a class, if not fully as low, as are maintained in 
this Workhouse, I mean the Poor in the neighbourhood of Townsend-street and Poolbeg- 
street ; and from that I form my opinion, that I believe the mortality in this house can be 
reduced below that of the lowest class outside these doors. . . 

713. You stated upon a former enquiry, that we had considerable advantages in tins 
House with regard to air and the building, the sewerage, and other things — do you say that 
we have advantages as compared with the new Workhouses built by the Commissioners?— 

* 7 °14 Then it would follow, it is as well for us that this house was built before their Archi- 
tect came over ? I say it is well that this house is built upon another plan from those I have 

SG 7 15. Did you ever recommend a Gymnasium for the children to be set up here?— I did. 

716. Don’t you think it ought to have been prepared before they were sent into the 
House?— I think it would have been very well if it had been adopted. 

717. In tho first return, there appears to be 5 Orphan children, how are they marked oil 

as being disposed of— I moan the first return, including those Infants who were under one 
vear of age ?— They are all dead I believe. . . » , 

718 Will you o-ive the Commissioners your conscientious, honest opinion, oi tne cnance 
of life which vou consider a healthy Orphan child has in coming into tins W orkhouse ; 1 
mean a child about 2 or 3 months, under 12 months, requiring a \V et Nurse?— 1 think it 
has a very bod chance. I think any Orphan coming in at that age, must necessarily be 
spoon-fed; and with all the other disadvantages, it will here stand a very bad chance 

719. What class of persons do you think have the greatest claim upon the Poor Law tor 

support? Who are the most destitute of human beings, from the time they come into this 
world of troubles ? — I would say Orphans are. . . 

720. Do you consider that any being, formed of life, can have a greater claim upon a 
Poor Low than an Orphan ?_ No ; an Orphan who has lost father and mother. 

721. What would yon think of a system of Poor Law which preeludes Orphans from 
admission, without providing relief from them any where else?— I think Orphans, without 
anv natural relative, are the greatest objects that can be. 

722. And you think they have very little chance of living, taken m in that way ?— 1 es. 



Wednesday , 1 5th December , 1841. 

'Dr. Duncan, examined. 

723. Mr. JZoner.— There was some difference of opinion yesterday, between von and ISrtZWwlMl. 
Doctor Phelan f do you consider the occurrence of Consumption as a consequence ot Measles, ^ 

common in healthy children? — Not in healthy. , , , „ 

724. Then yon would infer from the frequency of its occurrence .here, that there was 
disposition for disease amongst the children before they received the injection of Measles. 

725* d Are not Measles one of the commonest disorders to which children are subject in 
these countries ? — Yes. . . . 9 n . ..» ■ 

726. It is very common in Schools as well as in private houses - er . • _ o, , 

..727.. Do you consider the Mortality which follows Measles in private or School 

greater than what generally takes place under other circumstances m this Workhous^f—i 
w. much jpseaier here,, ^ Jr: 

.... • . W.-t: ov« va&riftM'B fihH’r. 
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T29. Mr. Hall— Does not Measles prevail sometimes as an Epidemic in poor and dis- 
tressed neighbourhoods ? — It does. . , , , , 

730. Do you expect the mortality in such a neighbourhood to be greater, or considerably 

greater, than what follows Measles 'in Schools ?— It depends more upon the character of the 
Epidemic usually, than upon the locality. .. ,. » ,, , - 

731. Is not the character of the Epidemic modified by the situation ot the locality ?— Not 

always, sometimes it is. . . 

732. I mean, taking the circumstances of the locality into account, supposing the character 

of the disease to be of the same virulence— do you suppose Mortality would be as great 
where Measles appeared in a School or private family as if it broke out in a poor and 
densely inhabited neighbourhood ?— I think, generally speaking, you always expect, under 
the unfavorable circumstances of which you speak, that the. Mortality is greater, but the 
severity of the disease depends upon the character of the Epidemic ; in one year it is more 
severe and fatal than in another. . 

733. Take the same year and the same character of Epidemic, and then judge? — There 
is no perceptible difference, owing to the circumstances of the person. — We judge of the 
unhealthiness of an Epidemic by the symptoms it produces ; those symptoms will be pro- 
duced equally as often in the upper as the lower classes. It does not seem to draw a dis- 
tinction in that way. 

734. Then you would not expect Mortality to depend so much upon the circumstances of 
the patient suffering under the malady, as upon the character of the disease itself ?— Cer- 
tainly. 

735. Therefore if a certain amount of Mortality was produced at one time, and another 
amount of Mortality at another time, you would consider this rather an indication of a more 
or less virulent character of the disease itself, than of circumstances more or less favourable?— 
Certainly, but then we must judge of the Epidemic here, it is not enough to say that there 
have been more deaths from this Epidemic, but that the symptoms that have been produced 
by it are of a peculiarly malignant nature. 

736. But still it appears to me the question comes round to the original point, namely, 
whether an Epidemic disease, producing the same symptoms, and thereby giving signs of 
being the same sort of disease, would produce in a School or private family, the same amount 
of Mortality as in a neighbourhood inhabited by the destitute classes of Society ? — Certainly 
not, I would consider the Mortality greater amongst the Poor. 

737. Then would you think it fair to institute a comparison between the case of Paupers 
attacked by Measles here, and of children attacked by it in a private family, or at School ?— 
Certainly not ; it would not be fail' to expect that the same results would follow in one case 
as in the other. 

738. Mr. Roper . — Was your answer to me, in which you stated the Mortality from 
Measles here, made with a view to classes of persons? — We have been asking and answering 
abstract questions, the fact is, the mode in which the disease tenninates is the criterion by 
which we properly judge of it — for instance, in this house, when Measles have terminated 
fatally, it has been by producing Consumption. 

739. You have stated that an Orphan has a very bad chance here? — I have. 

740. An Orphan Infant requiring a Wet Nurse ? — Yes. 

741. From your opinion as to chance of Orphans here, do you not think that, if it be 
desirable to preserve their lives, some course different from the present should be adopted ? — 

I do, if you want to preserve then’ lives. 

742. I am going upon the supposition that it is worth while preserving their lives ? — They 
ought to be wet-nursed. 

743. There have been attempts made to have them wet-nursed — have there not ? — I only 
remember one instance. 

744. Has not an Orphan child sometimes been given to a woman to nurse who has a child 
of her own ? — I know of one, there probably have been others. I have known Orphans 
given to a Mother, who had another child to take care of, but I believe they were 
spoon-fed. 

745. Have you ever known an Orphan Infant “ twinned” by a woman who had a child of 
her own ? — .The instance I alluded to was one. 

746. Don’t you think a Pauper woman in this house, from all the circumstances attending 
her situation here ; her diet, confinement, and every thing else, would not be able to suckle 
a second child, and do justice to the first ? — Certainly not. 

747. Don’t you think the best chance a Mother, under such circumstances would have of 
saving her own child, would be to starve the other ?— It would. 

748. Have you known any cases occur, where Mothers dying, left their Infants not yet 
weaned? — The case I speak of was one ' 

*49. Y ou have known an instance then ? — I have ; the Mother died, and the child lived. 

750. Then that child was under the same circumstances as if it were brought in here a 
foundling ? — It was. 

751. Have you known other instances of children being left half nursed by the deaths of 
their Mothers ; or have you known Mothers from disease and broken down health, unable to 
nurse their own children?— I have ; in all the instances of twins, one of the children died, I 
think from insufficient food. _ From the Mothers not having sufficient milk ; there have been 
two or three instances of twins dying. . There were two women, named Lindsay and Bailey, . 
one in each Ward, who had twins ; Bailey’s child did not die immediately, hut it was deli- 
cate : it had a Spinal disease, which showed its weakness, and it subsequently died. 
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752. You don’t tliink it likely that a Pauper Mother having twins is a bit more likely to \5thDecember, 1841 ■ 

suckle them than a Mother having a single child of her own is able to suckle another child 

in addition ? — I don’t understand the question. Dr. Duncan. 

753. Is any woman in this house able to suckle two children whether they be her own 
twins or not ? — Generally speaking, the women here are not able to do so. 

754. Mr. Barlow Do you consider a poor woman any where else could do it ? — I think 

under other circumstances she would ; I don’t speak of her being able to do it in the City, 
but in the Country. 

755 . Do you think the poor people outside these walls, in the City, would be better able 
to rear twins than those within the walls ? — No, I think not 

756. Mr. Roper . — Is it usual to ask or expect them to do it — is it usual, except in a Work- 
house, to put a strong child upon a woman’s breast, in addition to her own, without any 
remuneration for doing so ? — No. 

757. Mr. Barloxo In a case where a second child is given to nurse, do you feel your- 

self at liberty to order extra nourishment for her ? — The child was under the care of 
Dr. Kirkpatrick. 

758. But would you not feel yourself at liberty to order extra nourishment if it were 
under your care ? — I would. 

759. And are you not sure it was done ? — I am. 

760. Mr. Hall . — You have stated cases of women having twins — I think you mentioned 
two instances ? — Yes, I mentioned two cases ; in both of these the children were delicate ; 
one of them died of Consumption ; the other was delicate, and after being a good while in 
the house, got an attack of Measles, from which it fell into Consumption. 

761. Is it not an exceedingly common circumstance in all ranks of life for women to be 
unable to suckle twins ? — Yes. 

762. Is it not common for twin-children to be born weakly, and grow up worse ? — 

Almost all. 

763. And is it not particularly the case amongst the class to which the Pauper women who 
come in here belong ? — It is. 

764. Mr. Roper In the first Return of 100 children the 5 Orphans are marked as 

dead ? — They are. 

765. Does it appear that the result was the same, whether the children were given to a 
woman in addition to her own to nurse, or whether it was attempted to spoon-feed them ? — 

The Return does not specify the difference in the management of the children. 

766. Was there any other way of rearing the children except by spoon-feeding or giving 
them to a woman to nurse ? — There was no other way. 

767. There are 5 Orphans entered as having died, and as there is no other way of rear- 
ing children except what I have stated, does it not follow that the spoon-feeding was not more 
successful than the nursing? — I have no reason to suppose there would be a difference in the 



result. 

768. From your knowledge of the vicissitudes of life amongst our peasantry, is it not 
probable that Orphans as well as Widows will be a numerous class of applicants for admis- 
sion into this House ? — Certainly, I suppose they would. 

769. Is there any paid Nurse allowed in this House for attending to the Infant children 
or superintending them ? — There is one paid Nurse, but I believe she is properly the Hospi- 
tal Cook ; it is the only duty she discharges. 

770. Was she intended for the children ?— -No, she was intended for the Hospital. 

771. Is there any paid Nurse in the House for superintending or taking care of the 
children? — No. I speak of the Infants ? None, except Miss Ireland. 

772. Do you consider Miss Ireland in charge of the Infant children? — She is. 

773. Do you not think some reasonable, intelligent woman, who had been a Mother herself, 
and had some experience, should be appointed in such an Establishment as the present, to 
look after the Infant children ? — I think it would be a very great advantage if the persons 
who had charge of them had been a Mother. 

774. Is the Matron of this House a Spinster ; is she unmarried ' Yes. 

- 776. Is the Assistant Matron unmarried? — Yes.. 

776. Is the Superintendent and Caretaker of children unmarried? — Yes. 

777. Do you not think that some reasonable, intelligent woman, who is a Mother herself, 
and has some experience as to a woman’s natural occupation, should, be appointed in such an 
Establishment as this is, to superintend the children ? — I t hink it would be a very great 
advantage if the Matron were a married woman. 

778. I did not ask you whether the Matron should be a married woman or not ; my 

question was, whether some intelligent and sensible woman should not be appointed to super- 
intend the children ? I think the Head of the Establishment should be married, because 

she has to take charge of the whole of the children, including of course the Infants as well 
as others. . 

779. Don’t you think the Matron has a great many other duties to discharge besides look- 
ing after the children here ? — Yes. • ... 

780. Don’t you think there would be full occupation for her to look after the children 
who are in the House and those who are likely to be in it ? — Yes. 

781. Would it not be advisable that one of the three women should be married ? 



Certainly. 

782. Do you think that the person who would be answerable to look after th® children, if 
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such an appointment were made, ought to be very much under the control of the Medical 
M T83° f i¥r. flS J3o' you know when the present Superintendent of the children was 
“Tsl' «S ct°hfr' ‘predecessor ?-She was a married woman and gave very great 

satbfactiou representation to the Board at the time her successor was a p . 

nointe'd aTto its being desirafte to have a married woman appointed Superintendent ?_I did 
no” IdW not think myself called upon to make such a representation. I did not know 

that there was any and what difference in the 50 
8b. Mr. Mop . y j tetnrB ^ who left this house with their Mothers, and 

ftost who remLed in it !-I cannot speak with reference to that point without looking to 
the Rrtimn and. making a long search; the women left the house without our knowing 

ln ffi^4°j 0 uevev hear any woman assign any reason for leaving this House wiih er 
children k— Some left the Houle in consequence of the delicate state of health m which then 
children were, having already lost some, they, were afraid of losing otheis. 



788, Did they express that fear ? — They did. . r , ir i , ... 

789 Can you reckon or calculate upon our ever being in such an Establishment as tks 
is, free from Measles, Scarletina, Hooping Cough, and other diseases of that land ?_No, 



Ee 790 Do you know that this Board made a unanimous application to the Commissioners, 
upon the subject of Hospital accommodation ?-No, Idoiot 

791 . Then you do not know that we were refused?— No. . 

79b Do vou recollect any of the women who went out with then- children, tearing that 
they would catch infection, seeking re-admission and obtaining it ?— I remember persons 
who left the House coming back again, but I don't remember any instance to my own 
knowledge, of a person leaving the House from an apprehension that her child would fall 

into sickness, coming back again. e ,, 

793 Mr Hall— When women left the House with their children, tearing the evil con- 
sequences might ensue if they remained in it, were Epidemics prevailing in the House _?- 
The cases were generally irrespective of such an occurrence ; some of the children might 
have left the House in good health, from the fear of an Epidemic, but the cases to which I 
allude, were cases in which the children got over the Epidemic prevailing in the House, and 
their Mothers were afraid that they would fall into Consumption 

79-1 Did you ever recommend them to take their children to the country ? — I have done 
so, hut in the instances to which I .allude, the Mothers, in consequence of their poverty, 
could not leave the House. , 

795. Mr. Phelan. Did you ever know a private family to remove from a locality because 

one or more members of that family were sick ? — I have. 

796. Mr. Hall. You were asked by Dr. Phelan whether, from your experience, you 

would expect that Orphans would be frequently brought for admission into the Workhouse, 
and you answered in the affirmative ? — I did. 

797. Are you aware of any legal provision that is made for Infant Orphans which would 
diminish the probability of their being brought into this House ? — There is, I believe, a 
provision by Parochial Assessment, for deserted children, but these are not the class of 
Orphans in this House, I believe. 

798. The Orphans to which the Examination has reference, are those mentioned in the 
Return. And you understand them to be, do you not, Orphans without father or mother ?— 
I do. 

799. Do youknow all the circumstances under which they were brought into the House ?— 
I do not. 

800. Do you know of any deserted children being brought into the House ? — I do not, 
- those questions were settled by the Board, We were not concerned in them. 

801. Do you consider the probability of such Orphans being brought into the House 
would be diminished by the circumstances that there is a legal provision by which they 
might be supported elsewhere ? — No, for I am not aware that the Parishes have refused to 
take charge of such children. 

802. upon what ground do you think the Parishes have refused ? — From what I have 
seen in the Newspapers. 

803. What do you suppose was the reason ? — The provision of the Poor Rates. 

804. Do you know are there any Orphan children in the House that have been brought 

in Infants? — I don’t know. •_ 

805. Mr. Roper — Might not the dirty appearance of a child, and the cold to which it 
was exposed, have misled Guardians who were not Medical Men, judging from a mere 
superficial view of it, as to its state of health ? — I think they, might -have considered the 
child was in a worse state of health than it really was. 

806. Might not a child have a generally sound constitution though it presented the 
appearance of hardship and cold 1 — Yes, a child may he teething , and weakly — it might 
appear to be very ill while nothing very serious may be the matter with it. 

807. You have said, in answer to Mr. Hall, and I fully agree with it, that you consider#} 

%re f pight be a ^reat^nproyefn,ent n?qde ; . here,, and . the.i^rt^y- , tfye ichiljJgfn 
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reduced ; you have also, as I believe, stated here, that you do not expect us to reduce our l5thDecember, 1841. 
mortality, by the best arrangement within these walls, to what it would be amongst the 
class of Infants sent to the country ? — No, I do not expect the mortality would be reduced Dr ’ r,uncan - 
to the same. 

808. You have made several calculations; have you made any as to what extra expendi- 
ture of Infant life we should go to in order to support the application of the Workhouse 

test to Infants ? It would be very hard to answer that question but I can give an answer 

certainly the answer I will give to that question is, that I consider the mortality in this 

House, under proper management, might be made less than what it is in a certain class of 



persons 



outside. 



Then don’t you think it is a great hardship upon the Country Paupers to be exposed 
to disease by bringing them into a City Workhouse, in other words, would you not consider 
a Workhouse in the Country, well managed, more favourable to Infant life than this is ? — 
Certainly. 

810. And is it not a hardship upon the rural districts to have the Infants sent into the 
foul air of a City Workhouse ? — It would be better, of course, if they were nursed in the 

^°8n.^Mr. B 'all . — Is it your opinion receiving the destitute children into this House may 
be fairly termed the application of the Workhouse test ? — It is the application of the 
Workhouse test to their Mothers ; it is not to their Infants, because they are not voluntary 
agents in coming in here. 

812. The question then is, is it advisable to give relief to the Mothers apart from the 
Infants, and the Infants apart from the Mothers? — There are practical difficulties in the way 
of Mi\ Roper’s suggestions. 

813. Mr. Roper . — Has the experiment of rearing children in a Workhouse of this sort 
been successfully tried any where else that you are aware of ?— Not that I am aware of.. 

814. Mr. Hall put a question to you yesterday upon the subject of ventilation from which 

he would infer that ventilation in small apartments can be regulated by the admission of 
currents of air, if that doctrine be fully admitted, would not the question of Workhouse 
accommodation amount to mere stowage, like the hold of a ship ; would not this be the case 
if the quantity of air depended upon the mechanical regulations of ventilation, instead 
of the construction of the apartments themselves ? — This cannot be admitted without 
limitation. . . . . 

815. Mr. Hall . — The question was not asked without kmitation— the question was, 
whether the calculation of the quantity of cubic feet of air supplied, did not depend upon the 
size of the room, and the extent of the means afforded for ventilation. 

816. Mr. Roper . — Are you aware that it is a matter of public record, that great mortality 

prevailed in the Lying-in Hospital some years ago, in consequence of the want of ventila- 
tion? — I am. _ . 

817. Has not the mortality been greatly reduced by the improvement m the ventilation 

of the house? — It has been enormously reduced. ... 

818. Are you aware of the principle upon which this improved ventilation is conducted — 

Yes, flues are fastened through the roof. , 

819. Has any similar plan been introduced by the Poor Law Architects of this House. 
Yes, there has been ; there are communications through the floor with the apertures there ; 
under the Hospital Department ; but I believe they are perfectly useless. 

820. Is the ventilation of this House carried on upon the same scientific plan as it now is 

in the Lying-in Hospital ? — It is not. . 

821. Don’t you think it would be well that the English Architect was to get a little 

Irish advice upon the subject ? — I think it would be well if the plan of ventilation were 
improved. . 9 

822. Mr. Hall.— Is there any obstacle in the way of that improvement taking place T— 

None that I am aware of. , . „ , . 

823. Is that one of the Suggestions you would make as being important for the improve- 
ment of the house ? — Yes. . _ . . 

Witness, at the suggestion of Mr. Barlow, read the following Extract from the Medical 

Report Book : July, 15 th, 1S40. . 

“ Ventilators are required in all the Windows of the Wards in the entire housejor the >M“ r “S 
the night, when the inmates are in bed, is most offensive and unwholesome. goring the daj, the 
Windows can be let down, but this would be accompanied with danger at night. 

Mr. Barlow read an entry in the Mimite Bool of the Board, which 

“Ventilators to be placed in the Windows of the Wards, under the direction of the Medical 
Officers.” , , 

824. Mr. Barlow May I ask you if that was done under your direction ?— It was done 

under the direction of the Medical Officers. 

826. In all the Wards ?— No. 



826. Was it done in the Nursery ? — It was. „ „ ai. did 

827. "Was it done in every Ward you thought necessary ? No ; the re a 

hot recommend Ventilators to be put communicating with the roof, was m conseq 

:xT. J.T.. rt j t „1,„ nf +.La ivrnense. r . 



’HJ 



rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



60 EVIDENCE ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 



15 th. December, 1841 . 
Dr. Duncan. 



828. Your recommendation *s, that VentHators should be placed in the Windows ?_Ye s . 

829. Did you ever report the circumstance to the Board that the ventilators were not 

Pr ™ ed Ttaf the facts are, that the Medical 0®cers recommended to put the Ventilators in 
the Windows ; The order of the Board that followed was, that it should he done by their 
directions ; your answer is that it has not been done m all the W ards, but that you never 
reported further to the Board ?-We never reported that it wan not done. Witness corrected 
himself by savins he believed he was m error, for he thought he had reported. He then 
read the following Extract from tho Medical Report Booh ^ ^ 1M0 

« The Ventilators have been put up very badly in the different Wards, a large space of about an 
inch having been left at the bottom of each, by which a draft of cold au- constantly falls upon the 
Patients, that would not be the case were the vent solely at the top. 



Note— The Ventilators to be made air-tight at bottom.” 

831 Did you not consider that you had the power to have those Ventilators placed in the 
Windows?— Certainly, and our directions were given so; but for a long tune, I was not 
aware that the matter had not been corrected. 

832 Did you uot, when the matter was left to your direction, think it necessary to see 
would it be done ?-We complained about it over and over again to the Contractor. 

833 My object is, to show the Board did them duty fully ?— Certainly they did. 

834. And that if there is any neglect, it rests with the Medical Officers f — 1 have no ob- 
jection to say so ; I think I have exonerated the Board. .. v . 

835. To whom did you give directions to have these things done ?— 1 gave the directions 
to Mr Whelan, the Contractor. I may mention that the V entilators as put up did not 
answer the purpose, and we have adopted a plan which has answered as well, in the Wards 
where no Ventilators were put up; that is, having a small portion of the windows open in 



ea< 83(T Do you" consider having a small portion of the windows open in rooms in which 
Infants are placed, is a sufficient ventilation ?— No, but the Ventilators were ordered some 

time ago, and have not been yet put up. _ . 

837. Why not order necessary ventilation without applying to the Hoard, it you thought 
opening the windows sufficient '! — We considered the ventilation we recommended would 
answer the purpose better. 

838. Mr. Hall In what respect has the ventilation provided by the Commissioners 

proved a failure ?— I don’t think the cold air comes up sufficiently through the space pro- 
vided for the purpose ; I don’t think there is a sufficient supply of it. 

839. Can you account for this ?— The opening not being large enough. 

840. Do you think the principle on which the ventilation is formed is objectionable ?— I 
do not see why the principle should not answer. 

841. Mr. Roper You had some communication with the Contractor upon the subject of 

flues, like the Lying-in-Hospital, through the roof, and what answer did you got from him ?— 
He said it would be very expensive. 

842. We understood from a former answer of yours that the arrangement of Ventilators 
is not upon the same scientific principle as it is now in the Lying-in-Hospital ? — I don’t think 
it is exactly so necessary here. 

843. Is our ventilation perfect and sufficiently good ? — I don’t think it perfect or suffi- 
ciently good. 

844. Is it desk-able to assimilate our plan to that of the Lying-in-Hospital ? — I don’t 
think it necessary to have the same perfect system of ventilation here as there. 

845. Have you not found that it was much easier to get an order from the Board to have 
it done, than to have that order executed ? — Y es, in repeated instances ; not in this instance 
only, hut in others. 

846. You have stated that you complained to the Matron of the insufficiency of the cloth- 
ing of the Infants, that they were too small and scanty. Do you consider the Board gave 
any directions as to the curtailment of the materials for making clothes ?, — No. 

847. You don’t suppose it was from any wish upon the part of the Board to stint them, 
that the clothes were made too short ? — No. 

848. The figures given in the resolution agreed to by this Board, as the ground of an 
enquiry, a fortnight ago, are calculated, although it was not intended, to mislead persons not 
in the habit of looking to such calculations. Some persons have taken the Mortality upon, 
the first return, at 90 per cent. ; is not this a great exaggeration ? — It is, certainly, a very 
great exaggeration. 

849. You have stated that the Mortality in this Workhouse, taking all the circumstances 
into consideration, is extreme ? — I think we have had more deaths here than we should have 



had. 



850. Will you state to the Commissioner, what you do really consider the rate of Mor- 
tality here, amongst the Infants under one year of age, to have been per cent., and also be 
pleased to state how you made your calculations with reference to the accredited tables of 
Mortality ? — I have made no calculation of Infants under one year of age ; my calculation 
applies to Infants under two. 

851. The principle upon which you went, was that death should he considered with the 

average number of constant residents, and not with the admissions ? Yes. 
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852. Mr. Phelan . — I think you gave us to understand the other day that the mortality I5rt December, 1841. 

should be taken on the gross admissions, without taking into account the discharges, or the 

length of time those who were discharged remained in the House ; you stated that it is the Dr - Duncan, 
usual mode in which it is done in other Hospitals, did you not ? — Witness gave no answer. 

853. Mr. Roper . — Did you consider from what passed at the Board on this day week 
that Mr. Phelan considered that was the manner in which the calculation of the mortality in 
the Workhouse should be made out?— Yes, I did. 

854. Is such a mode of calculation in your opinion correct? — Not in reference to a Work- 

^°855. Does it agree with the mode adopted by Mr. M'Culloch? — He gives tables which I 
think are correct. 

856. And that his mode does not agree with the mode of Hospital calculation mentioned 
by Mr. Phelan ? — Mr. M'Culloch’s tables are reckoned to be good authority ; I believe they 
are the best. 

857. Do you recollect how Mr M'Culloch calculates the mortality in the Gaols of Eng- 
ird? Yes, upon the same principle I calculate, namely, constant residence. 

858. This mode of calculation has been applied by you to the Workhouse ? — It has. 

859. And the result of your calculation by that mode made the mortality of children 
under two to be what ? — The correct number is about 63 per cent. There is a correction 
which I must just make ; 63 per cent, is what I give as the mortality in the cases, including 
of course a number of children that came into the house in a dying state. I do not mean to 
sav that the mortality of healthy children in this house was 63 per cent. 

860. But in the cases as they stood, the calculation was 63 per cent.? — Yes. 

861. I questioned you yesterday as to your general attendance in this House. Does the 
Porter’s Book afford the means from the opening of the House to the present time, of accu- 
rately testing the number of hours you have spent within these walls each day ?— No. 

* 862. Mr. Hall . — With regard to the mode of calculation which you consider to be the 
proper mode of calculation, let me ask you, do you admit Mr. Phelan’s plan is the usual 
mode of calculating mortality in an Institution of this kind ? — In Hospitals it is. 

863. Why has that mode been adopted in Hospitals ? — Because the persons admitted 
there are labouring under disease, they come there to be cured, at least to be the subject of 
Medical treatment ; therefore the number of deaths is a fair criterion in camparison with the 
admission. No person thinks of remaining longer there than is necessary to have him 
cured, when he is cured he leaves the place. 

864. But that mode of calculation might have been a proper one to adopt here, provided 
the object in view had been a comparison with any other Institution where the same mode of 
calculation was adopted ? — In any other Workhouse it might be fair, but I have not seen 
any Workhouse calculated upon that plan. 

865. You have stated thejictual amount of mortality upon your own or Mr. M'Cullocli’s 
calculation ? — I have. 

866. Have you arrived at any opinion as to what the amount of mortality might have 
been in this House under such improved circumstances as you from time to time have sug- 
gested, or are now prepared to suggest ? — I have made no calculation upon that point. 

Mr. Barloio said that he had a Return of deserted children maintained by the Metropo- 
litan Police; it struck him that would be a very fair document to contrast with the Return 
of mortality of that house. The children sustained by the Police were all under one year 
old. The course taken by the Commissioners of the Police was to send those children out 
to the Country to be Nursed, and he applied to the Commissioners for a Return. He told 
them that he wished to make use of it tor a public purpose. He had it in his possession, 
and if it were permitted, he would produce it. 

Mr. Hall asked in whose handwriting the document was. 

Mr. Barlow said it was in the handwriting of the Secretary, Mr. Bowles. 

Mr. Roper said that he was quite satisfied that the document should be received as 
authentic. 

Mr. Barlow then read from the Return as follows: 

« The number of children sent to nurse in the Country by the Commissioners of the Police and See Appendix, 
supported by them was 71, from 1st January, 1838, to October, 1841. The account of those chil- «• 

dren is as follows : died 50, taken charge of by private individuals 10 ; the number at present in 

charge of the Police is 1 1. The number found altogether was 252. Out of that number 140 were 
supported by different Parishes ; received by the Poor Law Guardians 13, delivered to them mothers 
17. Expenses of the 71 incurred by the Police £284 6s. 9\d.” 

Mr. Barlow added that the children at nurse were visited every week. 

Examination of Dr. Duncan resumed. 

867. Mr. O’ Gorman How many deaths are tie Board clargeable witl ?— I make the 

the return from the 10th of May, 1840, to 10th of May, 1841, , to be 56. 

868. I think you stated there were 5 in a hopeless situation ? — There were more than 

that; there were 5 or 6. , 

869. I ask you with relation to any neglect attributable to the Board, would rt not be 
fair to deduct the number of children who entered the house in an unhealthy state from the 
56 ? — Yes, to account for the actual deaths of healthy children. 
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870. Of the number that came in, what number did you conceive to he in a hopeless situ- 
ation ?— I am sure there were not more than 20, nor so many. 

871. I ask von when we are charged with so great a mortality in this house is it not fair 
to deduct 20 from the 56, the numbers with which we are fairly chaigeable, should be I 

*1*^? professional capacity have you had much intercourse with the poor?_J 
ta 873! a in a |haf pSt of the town have you had the experience 7— In Townsend-street and 
Poolbcg-street^r & ^ t0 by me , you i said you thought the mortality out- 

side the house not so great as inside it t-1 think not, they were liable in that house to take 
Epidemic diseases from the difficulties of separating the Paupers, to which persons outside 

would not have been liable. , , . , t» • « , 

875. Give me leave to ask you if you ever had any experience amongst the Poor m Cork- 
street, Pur oil’s Alley or Church-street ?— 1 have seen in a house m High-street 168 human 
beings of all sexes, in disease, dirt and Mth ; would you think that state of Society more 
favourable to human life than the state of the Paupers m the Workhouse ?— Less favourable 



1 876 ld W Juld von be so good as to state what you think is the period most fatal to Infancy, 
is it not from the time a child is born till it reaches its second year — Yes. 

877 From your knowledge of the Poor outside this house, how many ol the 36 with 
whose death the Board is said to be chargeable, do you thmk would survive ? — It is a very 
difficult question to answer, do you mean how many deaths would occur amongst the Poor 
outside the bouse. _ . . . TT 

878. Yes, amongst the lowest classes of the Poor ?— I think the evil in the Poor House 
is exposing the children to diseases, and therefore I look to an improved arrangement to be 
beneiical in this respect, as useful to prevent disease and not as affording a greater facility 



to cure it. 

879. Supposing that 36 were inmates of Church-street, living m cellars, and labouring 
under all the disadvantages attending the children of the Poor, how many do yon think 
taking the children under 2 years of age, would have survived ?— The mortality inside the 
house excluding hopeless cases, I make according to my principle, 52 per cent., and I say 
that of the same class outside the house, the rate of mortality ought not to exceed 30 per 
cent. 

880. You said that, taking into consideration the number of infirm, hopeless cases, the 
mortality would be 52 per cent., excluding them, what do you think the mortality would 
be upon 100 cases outside? — 1 should suppose 30 per cent. 

88 1. Then according to that calculation the mortality with which this Board would be 

chargeable would be 22 per cent. ? — Y es. . . 

882. Do you think the overcrowding the rooms, the main cause of mortality ? — I thmk it 



is a very main cause. 

883. Mr. Roper Will not the public expect if a proper system of Poor Laws he adopted, 

there should be a much greater economy of liie in this W orkhouse than amongst the most 
destitute class outside of it ? — Certainly. 

884. Mr. Laic I wish to ask you, did you take into consideration what the number of 

deaths would have been outside this house during the prevalence of Epidemics when you 
estimated the mortality in the house at 30 per cent. ? — I think they would not be so much 
exposed to those Epidemics. 

885. Still you think the prevalence of Epidemics would increase the rate of mortality ?— 
Certainly. 

886. But I think taking the mortality of this house at 30 per cent., is very wide ? — It is 
a very liberal allowance for the mortality. 

887. Mr. Plielan Have you seen the Return of Mortality of the children in the South 

Union Workhouse? — I have seen a Return. 

888. Did you see such a Return in this room ? — There has been such a Return hut I 
don’t know whether it was a perfect one or not. 

889. If that Return be correct, do you consider the amount of Mortality is greater here 
than there ? — I had not the means of making any accurate estimate of the rate of mortality 
in the South Dublin Union; but my general impression is, that it is as great there as here, 
if not greater. 

890. Mr. Hall . — Did you read the particulars of that Return ? — I have not examined to 
make calculation with reference to our own rate of mortality, but taking Mr. Phelan’s prin- 
ciple to be correct, which is the readiest principle, the rate of mortality in both Unions 
is the same. 



891. Mr. O' Gorman You said a good deal about air and solar light, are all these things 

attended to in the children of the higher classes ? — Perhaps not sufficiently, but certainly 
more than here. 

892. Are they attended to in the middling order ? — Less still than in the upper. 

893. And what is your opinion with regard to the lower? — That these things are still 
less attended to in that class. 
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Dr. Duncan’s examination continued. 

894. Mr. Doper — Does the Lunatic Cell being under the Nursery interfere with the 
quiet of the Nursery ?_Certainly it does. 

* g 95 . Mr. Hall . — Were not the Lunatics there when you recommended a change?— We 
did not recommend the change. 

896. But then you consented to it ? — Certainly, but we expected at the time, as we do 
still that some other arrangements would be made with regard to it. 

897. Mr. Phelan . — You have had experience that the noise made by the Lunatics at 
night interferes with the rest of the children and the Nurses ?— I know they make a good 
deal of noise. 

898. Do you know of yourself that the noise interferes with the Nurses and children ? 

I know from the reports of the persons placed in charge of those Lunatics that there is a 
constant noise at night, and it must interfere with the children. 

899. Mr. Hall . — Have you heard the Mothers complain of the noise ? — No, I have not. 

900. Then your evidence is, you have had reports upon the subject from persons placed 
in charge of those Lunatics, and that you have not heard the Mothers complain ? — Yes. 

901. Mr. Roper . — Is it not possible that the Nurses might consider any complaints of theirs 
useless ? — I think so with regard to the alteration of their Dormitory. 

902. Mr. Barlow. — Don’t you think it was the duty of the Nurses to report to you any- 
thing of the kind taking place ? — Certainly. 

903. Then if the Nurses had so reported, don’t you think it would have been your duty 
to report it to the Board? — Yes. 

904. Do you believe it is useless for the Nurses or Paupers to report anything that you 
consider injurious? — No, certainly not. There are some things I am sure they would com- 
plain of. But I do not think they would consider themselves called upon to make a remark 
as to the precise Room assigned for a particular purpose. 

905. Mr. Hall . — Do you think if the Mothers suffered serious inconvenience from the 
noise of the Lunatics underneath the room in which then* children slept, they would have 
been restrained from stating the circumstance, by considering that any representation upon 
their part would be useless i — I do not know what answer to give. 

906. Dr. Brady . — Do you think a Pauper in general feels a delicacy in making a com- 
plaint ? — I would feel a delicacy. 

907. Mr. Hall to Mr. Barlow . — Have you a document which you wish to put in? — Yes. 
I met Dr. Labatt, and I asked him his experience upon such subjects as the present, and he 
sent me this Report. But before I put it in I wish to ask Dr. Duncan a few questions 
respecting it. 

908. Mr. Barlow Don’t you think it would be satisfactory, Dr Duncan, to have extracts 

taken from our Books to show the number of children born in the house with their future 
fate, the dates of their birth and death, or discharge, with the number remaining in the 
house ? — I do think it would be very desirable. 

909. Do you think it would get rid of the question as to the state of destitution in which 
the children came into the house ? — I think it is a fair way of judgiug. 

910. Then we would only have to contend with the diseases in the Mothers’ constitution 
at the time the child was born, either from destitution or from fixed disease. You might 
have a weekly state of the Infants — But the practice of the Workhouse would be so fairly 
tested would it not ? — Certainly. 

Mr. Barlow desired the Master to have a statement of the number of children born since 
the opening of the W orkhouse, the dates of their births, and a column showing when they 
were discharged, when they died, or how many are remaining in the house ; I have it in my 
hand, I have not had time to make any calculation upon it, but the result is as follows : 33 
have been born in the house, 11 have died, 16 have been discharged, and 8 remain in the 
house. 

Mr. Barlow, examined by Mr. .Roper. 

911. You have acted as Chairman here since the opening of the house ? — Yes, I have. 

912. And I believe we had a good many difficulties to contend with ? — No doubt we had, 
they were all expected. 

913. It was the wish of the majority of this Board, as well as the Commissioners, owing 
to the state of the Mendicity, that the house should.be opened as soon as possible ? — It cer- 
tainly was the wish of the Commissioners. 

914. There was a division of the Board about it, was there not? — I don’t think there 
was. There was no question about it, but many of the Board would have been opposed to 
it. However, I would wish to add that I know from very good authority that the Govern- 
ment was anxious that the House should be opened as soon as possible, and I can very well 
understand the reason of it. There was .therefore a pressure upon the Commissioners and 
Board to open the House without delay. 

■915. Was this House in a finished state when we opened it ? — I think not. 

916. Were the Contractors in any degree under the control of the Board of Guardians 
either before or after the opening of the House ? — No, I think not. 

917. Had you or any other Member of the Board much experience in Workhouse plotters 
before we came here ? — I had not. 



16ffi December, 1841. 
Dr. Duncan. 



See Appendix. 



Mr. Barlow. 
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918. Do you think any other Member of the Board had? — I think in general they had 
not ; but I cannot say particularly. 

919. You do not know of any who had? — No, I do not. 

920. Like myself and other Guardians, I believe you omitted or discontinued filling U p 
the columns regarding health? — I very seldom acted as Chairman at the Admission Board, 
but sometimes when I did act, I omitted the entry — I omitted filling up the colu mns . 

921. Was that from an idea that the columns would be filled up after Medical Inspection, 
or that it was of no consequence whether it was filled up or not ? — I was aware it was the 
duty of the Medical Officers to register the state of health of the children ; I knew they 
were to examine them. I will show you in our Minute Book in. .my own handwriting a 
Minute four or five months after the opening of the House, requesting the Medical Officers 
to attend upon all admission days to examine the Paupers, which gave me the idea that pre- 
vious to that time it had not been done. 

922. Were you under the impression, when you discontinued filling up the column, that it 
would be filled up elsewhere ? — Yes. 

923. You considered the filling of the column necessary ? — I did, in fact I knew it was 
filled afterwards ; but how I could not tell. 

924. You knew the entries would be made with greater accuracy elsewhere ? — Yes. 

925. Was there anything extraordinary in a Guardian’s supposing that a Return copied 
from our Books and furnished by our Clerk, in compliance with the Board’s order, was cor- 
rect ? — Certainly not. I think it ought to be presumed to be correct ; but I don’t mean to 
say it is correct. I would not have given the same answer as a Guardian, if the question had 
been put to me. I do not believe that the Books were correct. I mean to say that any 
Member of the Board — take Mr Thompson for instance, who had never attended, would 
have said, if asked the question, that he presumed the Book to be correct ; but for myself, 
from what had occurred at that Board. I would have given a different reply. 

926. Did you not consider, when the filling of the Return was discontinued by the 
Admission Board that it was more accurately filled elsewhere ? — I did ; but I have since 
ascertained that it was not accurately kept. 

927. Did the wording of the resolution which I brought before this Board, assert or 
assume anything more than that the Return furnished by our Clerk, by the Board’s orders 
was correct — I must get you to read your resolution, for I do not remember it. [Mr. Hall 
read the resolution as follows : — ] 

“ That as it appears by our Books, out of 100 Infants admitted into this House, from 11th May, 

1840, to 1st May, 1841, 50 have been discharged at different periods, having been on an average, of 
3 months and 18 days in the House — that 45 have died here, having been on an average of 4 months 
in the House — that but 6 children out of the 100 appeared by our Books to have been in bad WI(K 
at the time of their admission — and that but 5 out of the 50 not discharged are now alive in the House, 
it is the duty of the Board to have a full investigation as to the cause of this mortality, whether it 
arise from any neglect or want of management in the House, or whether it arise from the system 
directed by the Poor Law Act.” 

928. Does the resolution assert or assume anything more than that the Return furnished 

by our Clerk in compliance with the Board’s orders, was correct ? — No ; as returned by 
the Clerk. J 

.929. Are you aware that under the old House of Industry System, children were kept in 
this House ? — I have heard so. i 

930. Are you aware, or have you heal’d anything of the state of health of the children?— 1 
No, in fact I never knew there were children kept m this house until this E xaminat ion took 
place. 

931. Are you aware that a Medical Inquiry relative to the children of the House of 
Industry was ordered by the Government ? — No. 

932. If it were a fact that there was a Medical Inquiry into the state of the children of ; 
the House of Industry some time ago, do you not conceive that the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners should have made themselves acquainted with it ? — I do not know whether the fact was 
known to them or not, they might have been as ignorant of it as I was ; I think if they had 
known of it, it would have been as well for them to have ascertained all the facts. 

933. Have you heard, and don’t you believe that inquiries have taken place, as to the > 

state. of health of the Inmates of other Workhouses, in England ? I have no doubt of it, | 

that is I have heard it and I believe it. I 

. ^ ou ld not an accurate account of the state of health of the children upon admission 
into the English Workhouses be of great use in this Inquiry Yes, I think it would. 

935. You think it would? — Ido. 

936. Do you consider the want of it an obstacle to a full satisfactory investigation now ? — 

Yes, I do. But I am not supposed to give an answer that if the Commissioners’ orders were 
obeyed, Riat want would have existed because my own opinion is to the contrary. 

937. You heard the Commissioner say, he did not attach any blame to the Medical Offi- 
cers for not filling up the column in the Book ? Yes. 

938. Have you heard the Assistant Master account in his evidence here, for the entries 

made by him in the Book, that he either filled up the Registry from the Mother’s statement, 
or the Return made by the presiding Guardians, and when these were wanting, he filled up 
tne Book from his own observation ? — Yes. ° 

939. Is not the Assistant Master as capable of filling up the column from the answers 
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given to him as any other Officer excepting the Medical ones? — Yes, I think he is, except- 16th December, 1811. 
nio- the Medical Officers. ,, 

°940. You don’t mean to include the Board of Guardians amongst the Officers? — No, I ■ uarJOW ‘ 
allude to the Paid Officers. , 

941. The Commissioner has stated that tins duty ought not to have been imposed upon 
the Medical Officers ? — Yes. 

942. I mean the duty of filling up the columns in these two Books ? — Yes. 

943. Now unless some new regulation be made, what chance has any Guardian of being 

able twelve months hence, to get a more accurate return of the Infants on their admission, 
than our Clerk has furnished to me ? — I believe that it was not only the duty but the prac- 
tice of the Medical Officers to have a written record, of their examination in the Probation- 
ary Ward, and if I had not so believed I would again and again havo brought the question 
before the Board. . 

944. Then don’t you agree with me in thinking that some new regulation upon the subject 

is necessary ? I cannot say whether the regulation exists or not. 

945. I mean whether, if the Commissioners’ orders had been complied with, the Medical 
Officers would not have kept a written record ? — I answer the question without knowing how 



946. It appears that we have no authentic Medical Record of the health of the Infants 
upon then* admission ? — I think so. 

947. Don’t you think we ought to have such a record ? — I do. 

948. And if there be no order in existence to enforce such a return, steps shoxdd be taken 
in future to ensure it ? — Certainly. 

949. If the returns are not made out with accuracy don’t you consider it Is useless to 
insert such columns in our Books ?— I do. 

950. There are a variety of tables, half yearly tables, laid down by the Commissioners, 

giving' a most minute and satisfactory account of our receipts and expenditure are there 
not ?— Yes, I think so. -or,, 

951. Is there any half yearly account of our mortality as minute ? — I don’t know that 
it is made up, but admitting that our Books are correct it is very easy to tot it up. 

952. It can be made out then? — I think so. 

953. But is there any half yearly table laid down, giving an equally minute account of 

our mortality with our other accounts ? — I am not aware that there is any table made up in 
the same form as the other accounts. _ 

954. Do you not think that the mortality shown from week to week might escape obser- 

vation, while if it were shown every six or eight months in a mass, it might attract observa- 
tion ? Any person anxious to have information might have it at any time, he might have it 

for the last six months. 

955. Might not an excessive mortality in one class be covered m some degree by another 
class in a gross statement? — Yes, if you were to give the number of deaths without distin- 
guishing the classes, it would be impossible to see where a greater number of deaths took 
place in a particular class, but I do not mean to say that it is the state of our Books. 

956. Would not the large number of girls in the prime of life in this house help to'keep 
down the appearance of mortality being so heavy as it does appeal* to be in one particular 
class, when the account of that class is taken separately ? — Yes, there are much fewer deaths 



amongst that class of persons. 

957. If it be established that the present test is so severe, that women do not bring their 

Infants to the Workhouse till death is stamped upon them, would you not say that that test 
is rather strict?— I don’t think that is a fail* way to put the question, for I will not admit 
that there is that indisposition outside this House amongst Mothers, to present then* children 
here till they are in a dying state ; there is no unwillingness at all amongst the Paupers to 
allow their children to come here for support. . 

958. Are you aware that Mr. Nicholls has paid this Board the compliment ot .mentioning 
their zeal and assiduity in his Report ? — I believe he did, but really I am not quite sure. 

959. You, as Chairman of this Board, drew up a representation as to our Hospital accom- 

modation, which was unanimously agreed to by the Board, and was not that representation 
rejected by the Commissioners ; whether would you, as Chairman of the Board, and of course, 
jealous of our privileges, consider the refusal of such a request to this pattern Board, or the 
dismissal and punishment of a Paid Officer, for neglecting to pay attention to the Boards 
instructions, the greater want of courtesy to the Board upon the part i of the Commissioners.—- 
I don’t think I can answer the question in that shape, I recollect the circumstance to which 
you allude, we reported upon the entire of the Establishment, amongst the rest we recom- 
mended a detached Fever Hospital, I thought that the Hospital was. necessary, and I think 
so still, but I am quite sure that the Commissioners thought otherwise ; .but with respect to 
mixing the matter up with the dismissal of a Paid Officer I think that if the Commissioners 
thought that if we required Hospital accommodation they would have given it, and it they 
considered anv Officer deserved to be dismissed they would dismiss him. ... . 

960. I stated the other evening, that I thought the Commissioners would give rise to 
neglect on the part of their Officers unless they exercised a more summary jurisdiction over 
them, and did not. leave such matters to be fought and battled out with this Board , and 
was asked by Mr. Hall whether I would consider his exercising such an authority as courteous 

towards the Board? I would not look upon the Commissioners as exercising a proper 

courtesy towards the Board, if they acted in that manner independently of^them ; 1 would 
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think they were -wrong, and iLarTn^refereM^^ 

to Sunday work here, when tlieywiote alettei to ine ^ tQ correct tlle mattei ._ j 

of the Officers, it ^ dism i s3 i 110 - an Officer. without previously communicating 

d6 Sf Mr. Sit-Yon say that any member of the Board can, at any one time, hare 

‘^ 964 ^° YtniTieard me Mcte(Fye™erday°of wanttf° education ; don't you think it would be 
a dfflcult Sag for me, or any ^educated tradesman, being; a bad judge of figures, to go over 
S,e Bool s if f wanted to obtain information from them, with so much facllrty as you would 
Hre me to understand I could ?_I don't think tliore ,s a Member of the Board would get 
information more easily than yourself. I think an uneducated trades^ would not sit at 
this Board ; and I think you are as competent to act as any Member of the Board , I think 
rou are perfectly competent to act as a Poor Law Guai dian. , . , . . 

7 965 Captain Lindsay. — Do you think that any Guardian, having a practical knowledge 
of this Workhouse, would hare taken the Return furnished to Mr; Roper as correct which 
stated that 94 children were in good health ! — I do not ; hut I don t mean to say he took it 
as correct ; it would hare startled me to see such a return. 

966. Mr. Phelan. When you were about to put before the Public such a Ketuin as that 

furnished to Mr. Roper, would you have considered it your duty to have applied to the 
Medical Officers to ascertain if it was correct?— It would not have occurred to me to put 
such a Return before the Public ; but if I had done so, I would have got my information 
from the most correct source. . , . » , r ,. , 

967. Would you have considered it important to get the information iroin the Medical 

Officer ? I would have expected to have had it correct. 

968. Would you have asked the Clerk whether the Return was medically correct?— 

^'g^^Supposing that the Poor Law Commissioners considered that Hospital accommodation 
could be had as easily and more economically, would they not be justified in the course which 

they took?. Yes; it would have been their bounden duty to have acted so. 

970. Mr. Roper Did the, Commissioners, in their reply, refusing our application for 

Hospital accommodation, inform us of any accommodation which could be had upon more 
favourable terms outside this House than in it ?— I don’t think they did. 

971 Don’t you think, in common civility, they ought to have informed us of it if they 
had it in view ?— I am quite sure they did not intend to act in any way which was not civil; 
but if they had such a project in view, we ought to have known it. 

972. Mr. Hall. — Did not your application relate solely to a Fever Hospital ? — Yes. 

973. And did not the answers of the Commissioners relate solely to a Fever Hospital?— 



974. Mr. Roper. — Whether the Return furnished by the Clerk, and upon which I have 
acted, was practically or medically correct or not ; don’t you think from what you have heard 
that this Inquiry was necessary ? — If you mean in the form in which the Inquiry has taken 
place, I think the Inquiry was not necessary. 

975. Do you believe the evidence you have heard here, stating that the mortality in this 
House has been excessive; do you believe it. has been so amongst the children? — Con- 
sidering the state in which the children came into the House, I do not ; but, I am not a Medical 
Man. I believe that the treatment of the children has been, in general, as fair towards 
them as could be expected in Workhouses ; but I have already said, that I have no experi- 
ence in Workhouses. 

976. Do you not consider that this Inquiry was necessary, if the mortality in the Work- 
house was as excessive as the Public supposed it to have been ? — I understand that the Public 
consider the mortality amongst the children to have been excessive , but I think that opinion 
has originated in a report spread, and unfortunately spread, abroad in the City. 

977. Mr. Phelan — Do you mean that the report was erroneously spread? — I do; but 
that is merely my own opinion ; but I can conceive other Guardians to entertain a different 
opinion. 



Mr. Roper , examined by Mr. Hall. 

978. Am I right in supposing your opinion to be, that there is not an account kept of the 

deaths which take place in the Workhouse ? — Yes. „ 

979. Or do you think there is not a sufficient account kept? — -The account is kept, bqt it 
is not put forward in the proper form. 
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980 Then, I am to understand you as being of opinion that the account of the deaths \Gth December, \M\ 
that occur in the Workhouse, is not laid before the Public and the Board of Guardians with R ““ 
sufficient minuteness and frequency 1 — The account is laid upon the table weekly, but I am ' p 
of opinion that it should be made out half-yearly, and with the same minute accuracy as the 
other accounts, in order to show the mortality of every class. 

981. Do you consider that there is any difficulty thrown in the way of your Officer making 

out that account ? — I do not. ... , 

982. Are you aware that the Medical Officer is obliged by his duties to ascertain and 
report' to the Board of Guardians, the probable cause and circumstances of every death that 
may take place in the Workhouse ?— I suppose he is ; but I cannot say to my own knowledge 

^983. You are not aware this was one of the regulations of the Commissioners ? — Of 
necessity I would suppose it to have been one of the regulations. 

984. Are you aware also that he is required to keep a Record of sickness and mortality, 
in which shall be inserted the name of every Pauper Patient under his care, the name of the 
disease, and so on ? — I am not aware of the minutiae of the duties of the Medical Officers in 
the House, I always considered that to be most particularly under the superintendence of the 
Commissioners. 

985. Did you always consider the minutiae of the details of the House were also under the 
superintendence of the Commissioners ? — I considered that our accounts and Books, being 
audited half-yearly, every thing relating to the minute point of figures and all matters 
requisite to be reported should be looked after at the same time. 

986. Are you aware that the Master of the Workhouse is required to keep a Record, in 
which he inserts the name and age of the deceased Pauper ? — Of course. 

987. Then, being aware of these facts, are you of opinion that sufficient means were not 
given to the Board to ascertain the cause of the death of Paupers ? — The means are perfectly 
accessible to every Member of the Board. But when every other transaction is brought 
before the Board, in a correct and minute form half-yearly, I think the return of the mor- 
tality of the children in the House should be equally correct and minute. 

988. You are aware there is a return in the abstract every half year? — Yes, there is a 
lump return, but it should be, in my opinion, a return of classes. 

989. Are you aware that a return is laid before the Board every week of the number of 
deaths which have occurred in each class of inmates, separately ? — Yes. 

Captain Lindsay , examined by Mr. Barlow. 

990. Allow me to ask you whether you have any recollection of my having had a con- captain Lindsay, 
versation with you many months since, long before the Inquiry was thought of, upon the 

subject of the Poor Law Act ?— Certainly. « 

991. Do you remember my asking you if it were your opinion that the way to ettect our 
purpose was, from time to time, to take memorandums, and when the proper period arrived 
to give the suggestions to the Government for them consideration, in order that they might, 
if they thought it necessary, amend the Poor Law Bill 1 — Yes. 

992. Months ago? — Yes. • 

993. Do you recollect my stating to you that I thought the class of children in this 
House, particularly Infants, required great consideration ? — I do. 

994. It was one of those matters which we did not think ourselves competent to remedy, 

feeling its difficulty ? — Yes. „ , , . T . , , 

995. Mr. Law.- Do you remember Mr. Law, what I have recalled to Captain Lindsay s 

memory ? Yes, I answer the questions put to Captain Lindsay, each and all as he has done. 

Mr. Barlow, examined by Mr. Roper. 

996. Mr. Roper.— Mr. Barlow has assigned as a reason for this inquiry not being useful, Mr . Barlow, 
that he, Mr. Law, and Captain Lindsay, had a consultation, and agreed that certain amend- 
ments to the Poor Law Act were necessary, that they considered some alteration should .bo 

made with regard to the class of Infants, but being aware of the difcnlhes surrounding the 
matter, they would not themselves suggest any change ?_I thought that Uiere was a better 
way of doing it than the present mode ; I thought your- mode would disturb the public mind, 
and would not lead to a satisfactory result. , , , , ... R j 

997. Did you inform this Board of your opinion ?— Yes ; I have stated at this Board 

what I now state in substance. ,, ,. -il 

998. Did you state at this Board that you thought any alteration necessary -ivith. regr 

to the class of Infants in this house ? — I think I did ; and Dr. Brady will, , 

me out in the statement. ' ± n +},p 

999. Did you ever state to this Board that you thought any alteration ^th regard to 
class of Infants necessary and desirable ? — I don’t think, as Chairman, I ev , 

no hesitation in saying that I did consider it necessary. . —ijx 

1000. Did you ever state to this Board the substance of your “r®* 1 ™ 

Mr. Lucas ?_ I never did ; and I did not think it necessary to do it until the time came tor 

k fii% S oTouS 0 lttfMemher of to Board was preduded from Mowing the 
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course which he in his judgment, however erroneous, might regard as the right one, being 
ignorant of your intentions and opinions upon the subject? — I do not consider that he ■was 
precluded ; I do not blame any person for adopting a course different from mine ; all I want 
to show is, that the subject was not lost sight of by the Board, and L think I mentioned to 
you, Mr. Roper, the same thing that I stated to Mr. Law and Captain Lindsay ; I do not 
impute any improper motive to you, and I am quite sure you brought forward your motion 
in the best spirit. 



Dr. Kirkpatrick, examined by Mr. Hall. 

1002. Mr. Hall. — Will you tell me how you and Dr. Duncan have divided the duty of 
examining the children ? — W e have taken it week about. 

1003. So that your answers to my questions will relate to about one-half of the children? 

Yes, as to the first day of admission. 

1004. Under what circumstances were you required to examine those children? — at what 
time after their admission did you do so — was it before they were cleansed? — Before they 
were cleansed and dressed, always before it, with a few exceptions. 

1005. Has it been a regular and constant practice with you to examine the children before 
they were cleansed upon those days, when, according to your agreement with Dr. Duncan, 
it was your duty to examine them ? — Yes, principally with reference to Vaccination, we 
thought that most important; upon a few days when I did not examine them I got 
Mr. Browne to do so. 

1006. Your examination had special reference to the fact of their having been Vaccinated 
or not? — Yes. 

1007. But did you also carefully examine the state of health of those children? — Not 
with any intention of recording them, or with any idea of its being very important ; we 
merely examined them to see if there were any case requiring Vaccination or admission to 
Hospital, those were the two things regarded by me as important. 

1008. Have you kept any record of the results of your examination of the children? I 

did not kuow that there was a column for the recording of the health of the children upon 
their admission ; I was not aware of the fact till I heard it here. 

1009. Have you a tolerably good impression now of .what was the general state of health 
or constitution of the Infants under two years, admitted into the Workhouse ? — I can only 
answer it by guess. I remember distinctly some of the children being in good health, others 
in a hopeless state of health, and others in that state of disease, that I would doubt the 
propriety of vaccinating them. 

1010. Can you state, from all you remember what proportion the children in health bore 
to the rest ? — I think one half were healthy, some remarkably so. 

1011. When you state you think one half were healthy, do you mean they were free 
from disease, and were healthy, flourishing Infants ? — I think they were in very fair 
respectable health. I have made the remark, that I wondered how a poor Mother could 
have a child in such good health ; 25 of the 100 children were in first rate health. 

1012. What do you think was the proportion of those who were in what you call a 
hopeless condition ? — I can only call to mind a very small proportion who were in that 
wretched condition, that it was useless to think of their recovery, I can call to mind some 6 
or 8 children who were in the last stage, death being in their faces, I can call to mind a good 
many more who were too delicate to be Vaccinated, I am sure a dozen or more. 

1013. Must not - a child whom you hesitate to Vaccinate be in an unusually delicate state 
of health ? — No, I would object to Vaccinate a child who was in a feverish condition, for 
instance ; I always hesitate to Vaccinate a child unless it is in good health. If a child has 
Dimrrhoea I would not Vaccinate it, I think 50 out of 100 children were in a delicate state 
of health. I find in 28 cases admitted in one month, 15 were in a delicate state of health 
upon their admission, and 13 in good health, and I form my opinion upon that calculation; 
my answers to the first questions may be influenced, by seeing the present state of the 
Nursery, and then making a guess calculation by looking back to its state on another occasion. 

1014. Then all the information you give is from mere recollection ?— ' Yes. 

1015. But your recollection seems to be to this extent. That of the 100 children 
admitted, 25 were m good health? — Yes, 25 I think were in first rate health, 50 were in 
deume health, I would say that the other 25 were not so remarkable for perfect genuine 
health, but still not diseased ; I think 50 were in a diseased state, but whether from starva- 
tion or not I cannot say, but I tliink 50 were broken down in health. 

1016. Mr Phelan — Do you mean that would leave the remaining 25 in a doubtful state ?— 
1 cannot state they were diseased, but I have a doubt upon my mind as to whether I would 
admit them into Hospital or Vaccinate them. I think that erne and good food would make 
those children healthy m a few weeks. 

1017. Mr. Hall — -Do you think that the gr< 
admitted into the house were admitted in such i 
to struggle against any Epidemic with whic 
Scarletina, or Hooping Cough ? — The great m< 
delicate, would be the more unfit to struggle ag 
admitted in good health. 

1018. I ask you whether you would consider 
majority of the children admitted here are bad 



majority of the Infant children who were 
i. state as would render them peculiarly unfit 
li they might be seized such as Measles, 
tjprity, those of course who were previously 
ainst an Epidemic than those who had been 

the great majority to be bad subjects ?— The 
subjects for any Epidemic. 
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1019. Would it be your expectation upon the breaking out of an Epidemic, suck as 
Measles, Scarletina or Hooping Cough that the mortality amongst the children whom it 
attacked would be greater than the mortality would be amongst any equal number of chil dren 
elsewhere ?— Decidedly. 

1020. And is that opinion of yours derived from your knowledge of the state of constitu- 
tion and health in which those children were, or do you found your opinion upon circum- 
stances that occurred ? — I found it upon my sad experience of the fatality of those Epidemics. 

1021. But before you had any experience of the effects of these Epidemics, would you 
apprehend that mortality would be great amongst such children ? — I did not apprehend it 
till I had experience. I must apprehend it in future. 

1022. Do you think that the treatment which those children met with in this House has 
been calculated to restore the health of those who came in diseased and sickly, and had 
delicate constitutions, or was it the reverse. I mean the circumstances under which the 
children were kept in the House, with reference to their nourishment, clothing, and lodging? — 
I think the nourishment was. decidedly good and sufficient. I think the lodging and clothing, 
considering the period at which those children were in the House, were bad and insufficient ; 
their lodging was bad, and their clothing was insufficient. 

1023. You say, considering the period in winch those children were in the House. To 
which period do you exactly allude ? — I allude to the early period, the first 6 or 8 months. 

1024. Have there been any material improvements since i — With respect to clothing there 
have been. 

1025. With respect to lodging, what was the case ? — It was not satisfactory. 

1026. Have you made joint Reports to the Board of Guardians upon these points from 
time to time, with Dr. Duncan ? — Yes. 

1027. So that whatever statements are to be found in the Medical Officers’ Report Book, 
are to be considered as yours ? — Yes, or as agreed to by me. 

1028. I would infer, from your statement, that the present state and condition of the chil- 
dren is not exactly what you would wish them to be ?. — I have stated so. 

1029. Do you consider material improvements may be made in this Establishment? — Not 
as the Establishment is at present constituted ; but I think material improvements may be 

t made in it. I don’t think we have accommodation exactly to improve the condition of the 
children much at present, but I think improvements may be made in the circumstances of the 
Infant Paupers. 

) 1030. What do you conceive to be the nature of those improvements ? — A better Dormi- 

( tory, a better Day-room, and additional clothing. 

1031. Will you state what arc your objections to the present Dormitory ? — It is too small 
for the number in it it is too low and dark ; it is sheltered upon one side by the mam build- 
ing ; it is not lit well from above. 

1032. Have you. a memorandum of the dimensions of that Room? — No; I have trusted 
with regard to that, to Dr.. Duncan’s measurement. 

1033. Do you know the number of Infants and Mothers who are put to sleep in that 
Room ? — I do" not know the total number there at present. 

| 1034. Still you state that the Room is too small for the number in it at present ? — I have 

taken Dr Duncan’s calculation with respect to its dimensions. 

| 1035. Then your knowledge of the dimensions of the Room, or the number of persons in 

it, is derived from Dr Duncan’s calculation? — Yes. 

1036. And upon his statement of the measurement of the R-oom, and the number of Per- 
i sons in it, you found your opinion that it is too small ? — I consider it is too small at present ; 

I am not aware myself of the exact number in the House ; but from the state of the children, 
| I fancy they are too crowded. I know they have been too crowded, for I have been in the 
Dormitory at night, and I have found them much too crowded. 

1 1037. Have you not an arrangement with Dr. Duncan as to dividing the attendance upon 

the children? — Yes ; we divide the attendance upon them. 

1038. In what way do you divide it? — We take Month or two Months about; this 
Month is mine ; it began about the 3rd or 4th of December. 

1039. For how many Mothers and children do you think the Dormitory calculated. — -I 
don’t like it as a Dormitory ; we merely selected that in preference to the last one, but it is 
not at all fit. I do not think it would be fit for any number to rear them healthy. 

1040. Upon what ground do you support your opinion that it would be unfit for any num- 
ber of children ? — I have stated already that it is sheltered by one side of the Building, it is 
not lit from above. 

1041. Is not the Building due East of it? — It is. 

1042. Is it any objection that it should be sheltered towards the East?— I think so ; it 

prevents thorough ventilation. _ . 

1043. Do you think an Infant cannot he properly put to sleep in a building which is not 
isolated from other buildings ? — I will not make so wide a statement as that ; but I think free 
air necessary. 

, 1044. Does that Building impede the air ?— I think so. _ _ ’ 

1045. Do you mean to say that children cannot properly be put to sleep in a Building 
because upon one side, and that side the east, it is within twenty feet of another Building . 

At the other side it is sheltered by walls and the Lunatic Asylum. 

1046. How far is that? — 50 or 60 yards. - - v 
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1 047 Do TOU consider the darkless of the room an objection to it as a Dormitory ?— I do, 
IMS'. Doe^ that objection apply to a Dormitory ?-Indeecl I think it is, for a dark room 

iS foTbthedltocfof ventilation in the room yoor principal objection to itt-Te, lit k 
ISsS: Upon theiehofe yon think the preference is to be given to the room in which the 

M 105? Do d yoifthi the pM^MDormitory superior in situation and ventilation as well 
as in size ?— 1 do not, I think for a limited number I -would sooner have the old one; the 

^ F To52 ^n^mi^Ued^^n^the children were removed from the one room to the 

other t>_ It was done very much at our suggestion, I yielded to Di Duncan s opinion. 

1053 Buldid you yield so far as to consent to the children less 

ventilated and in a worse situation merely because it was larger .—I did not like the room, 

imon the whole I think the two rooms were nearly equal. 

P 1054 Do you mean that one was as good as the other lor an equal number of children ?— 
No I think one is as bad as the other, but It liink the present room would hold more child™. 

1055 Do you think the former a bad room, supposing that no more children were put 
mtoifthan V would contain f-I think a limited number would get on very well there 

1056 So that yon would prefer the old room for a smaller number of children f_Yes 
105?: Do yon know of other rooms in tlio house winch are similarly constructed to the 

room in which those children were before ?—Yes. . , 

1058. In which there is as good ventilation ?— In which thei e is better. 

1059. And situated upon that side of the house w kere the femdes are i> Y 

1060. By wliat class are they occupied at present? — By the able-bodied. 

1061. Do you consider the present room where the women and children lodge would be 
a had room for a certain number of able-bodied Paupers ?— I do. 

1062. Would it be a bad room for a number suited to its capacity ? — I think it is a damp 

r °To63. Mr. Barlow.— Did you ever report your objections to the Board ?— No, I did not. 

1064. Mr. Hall.— I think you have stated that you altogether disapproved of the room, 
but gave up your opinion upon the subject to Dr. Duncan, and agreed with him that the 
Mothers aid. children should he removed to it ?-At that time I think that it was by way of 

“^“do^ou taow any reason why, at that time, the Mothers and children ■ were not 
disposed of in other rooms ?_The reason, I suppose was, that it would have interfered with 

1066. Was there any reason that would have prevented you from placing the Mothers and 
children in rooms thoroughly lit for their reception ?— I know of no reason. 

1067. Do you know of any reason existing at this moment, why the Mothers and children 

should not be transferred from the room of which you disapprove, to a room which would 
meet with your approval ? — I do not. ..... 

1068 Do you consider that the health of the children lias suffered from their sleeping in 
the room where they are now lodged?— 1 think they are suffering from sleeping m that 
room at night, and spending their day in the Day-room. 

1069. Do you think that a material change in the health of the children would he pre- 

duced, by transferring them to one of those other sleeping rooms? — 1 do, if there was also 
a proper Day-room. . 1 

1070. W hat objection do you urge against the present Day-room ? — It is dark. , 

1071. When you say it is dark, do you mean it is pitch dark? — 1 mean that the buns 

rays cannot get at it. It is badly ventilated, and too small for the number that are m it. It 
is very close when you go into it in the day time. _ . , . 

1072. Don’t you observe that the women, especially those who have children under their 

care in the W ? orkhouse, are particularly reluctant to have the windows open to admit iresn 
ah ; so that it is a difficult point in the management of that class of Inmates, to keep the 
room well ventilated ? — Y es, it is very difficult. . 

1073. Did you ever know the Mothers and Infants placed in any other room in this 

House, as a Day-room ? — Yes. . 

1074. Which room was that? — The room at the top of the yard near the present r emaie 

School. t j 

1075. Do you consider that a superior room, to the one in which they now are ? f fl0 
not sufficiently remember the room ; I think it was a better room. 

1076. Do you know why they were placed in that room ? — I do not. 

1077. Do you know why they were removed from that to the other ? — I think for some 
arrangements, that room being wanted for some other purpose. 

1078. "Were you consulted upon the subject? — I was not. _ , 

1079. There has been disease among the Infants which has terminated in death . A 

vast amount of it. , , 

1080. Has a great number of the sick children fallen under your care, as one of t& e 

Medical Officers ? — Yes. , 

1081. Have you observed that the children have been affected with any particular 
disorder ? — They have been affected by various Epidemics and diseases, such as Measles 
Scarlatina, Hooping Cough, Pneumonia, Diarrhoea, and Water on the Brain. 
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1 I 1 R 2 Ha-re vou found any want of facility, moans, or opportunity afforded to you, to 16 ii Howto-, 1841 . 
teat those children ? — I experienced a want of Hospital accommodation rery frequently, ^ lrkt . 
w I have always been allowed proper Medicines and proper nourishment, _ 

loss Do you consider that the directions and orders that you have given lor the treat- 
of the children, during the intervals, between your visits, have been properly attended 
” Zi carried into effect’-Indeed, generally they are carried into effect but I have known 
freZent ommissions upon the part of the Nurses, but I think generally my orders have 
been as well carried into effect, as they have been m other places where I have had the 
management of children amongst the poor. , , ... 

1084. Have yon made post mortem examinations of the children who have died here /— 

Y ?08S Have yon observed any similarity in the appearance of the bodies upon post 
mortem examination ?_ Almost invariably, no. matter what disease carried off the chdd. 

Scrofulous Tubercles prevailed in the system. 

1086 That vou say occurred almost invariably ; did it occur m the cases of children 
dvincr soon after admission, as well as in the cases of children who were long here?— Yes ; 
in some cases I remember children attacked by disease soon after admission almost immedi- 
ately after admission. I have found the lungs of children admitted only a lew days, fall of 

C °To87^*You stated that you had a distinct recollection of a number of cases of children in a 
hopeless state of disease when admitted, and there was no hope of their restoration to 
health ?— Yes. I observed there were no Tubercles in some four or five cases. 

1088. Have you reason to believe children have died in the Workhouse who were 

amongst those who came in good health?— Yes. _ , 

1089 Were Scrofulous Tubercles observed in those cases ? — Tlieyweve; I remember 
no case 'in which there were not Scrofulous Tubercles in some part of the system 

1090. Have you had much experience amongst the Children of the Poor. — I have had 

F 109 °l Sl hav?’ you' had an opportunity of forming an opinion or rather have you formed an 
opinion as to the prevalence of Scrofulous disorders amongst them r I have. 

1092. What is that opinion ?— I think Scrofula in Dublin is very prevalent amongst the 

'ZoM^Would you think it highly probable that in a given number of children admitted 
into this Workhouse, a large proportion would come in with their constitutions tainted with 
Scrofula ? I think a large number would ; I won’t say a large proportion. I think a number 

do come in affected with Scrofula. , e 9 T nn t. - 

1094. Do you think a majority do come m affected with Scrofula .—I am ^me not. 

1095 Do you think, taking an equal number of children at any time m this orkhouse, 
and an equal number of the class from the Streets and Lancs m the City, here wodd 
be a larger proportion of Scrofulous children in or out ot the House — I think in the class, 
speakinf of P eluldren under 2 years old there would be a vastly larger proportion in this 

h °1096. Do you mean a larger proportion upon making a post mortem exammation!-Yes, 
if the children when dead were inspected by a skilful eye, Scrofula would be detected m 

ft 1097 ySt T*e 100 Infants dying in the House, and 100 Infants from the same class of 
persons dvintr out of the House, would there he a larger proportion per cent, of Scrofclous 
casesTf &Uren hvZg inside or outside of the House ?-I think the cases in the House 

there has been in the circumstances in which the children 
have h^een treated ^in this House a tendency to develope 

decidedly. I have not the slightest doubt upon my mind of Scrofula being largely engen 

d To9 9 “ To StmusSt you attribute 
apartment, and to the windows being 1 all closed at night by 

are so constructed that the Nurses can close them, by whic . . , • ^ ^ 

allowed ; I think that the children being kept in a state of perspiration durm D the g , 
another cause. 




^OL'^myZ^tZSethe fact of Scrofula being engendered in the Workhouse, to 
the crowded state of the Room and to the closing of the Windows ?—* es 
1 102. Haye you any other reason ?-Yes ; the chddren being ^ 
ah weathers with insufficient clothing, being thus exposed s _ ‘ ^. e 

larly from being kept all day in such an unfit place as the Day Room They are 
exposed to cold from their Mothers holding them m door-ways and cauymg them across th 

103. Are they taken to the Garden ?_They have been ordered there hut I do not know 
whether they have been taken there or not. . . , . < the Gar- 

.. 1 104. Are youawwe of a;ny .flvders being given to prevent their , 

den?— I remember their bemg prevented from going in consequence of men. Mothers 
pulling vegetables and eating bad fruit. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




16th Decmeber, 1841. 
Dr. Kirkpatrick. 



72 EVIDENCE ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 

1105. By whom were they prevented? — By the Master. I remember the Master pre- 
vented them, because their Mothers eat bad fruit aud pulled vegetables, but I am not aware 
of the Board having desired that they should not be allowed, I heard that the Master pre- 
vented them and not the Board.— I should also mention as another cause of the delicacy 0 f 
children, the facts of their Mothers not having cloaks to cover them, m carrying them about 
the house, and also their giving them solid food and suckling them at the same time. I 
would also add as a reason the Mothers being in a bad state of health themselves from 

they spoon-feed them to make amends for want of nourishment on their part?— 
Yes, they do it through mistaken kindness. 

1107. But is it not the custom of Mothers to do so ? — They always do so. 

1108. Have you given all the reasons that you think tend to the diseased state of children 
in the Workhouse ? — I should also mention their being exposed to infection from others as 
a reason. I should also add that continued exposure to infection makes the children get 
one disease after another ; before they get recovered from one, they get a second disease. 

1109. Now, from your knowledge of the capabilities of the Establishment, do you sup- 
pose the greater number of those defects in the management of it are or are not capable of 
beino- removed ?— I think that some of them can be removed. But I confess I am not san- 
guine myself as to any very remarkable result being obtained in this Establishment. I 
know that there has always been a great mortality amongst children who have been kept in 
a Workhouse, I know this from reading and from experience. I know as an established fact 
the great difficulty of rearing children healthily in an Establishment of this kind. 

1110. You state that crowded Rooms are one of the causes that leads to the state of dis- 
ease amongst the children ? — I have. 

1111. Do you know any obstacle to those causes being entirely removed in this House?— 
I do. The obstacle is that there are so many applications for admission, mid a desire to 
put so many into the House, for if it were to contain 2000, it is impossible to have the 
Infants healthy. 

1112. You consider the desire to admit so many is the great obstacle in the way of their 
being removed ? — Precisely. 

1113. But don’t you think that a proper representation as to what the Rooms will really 
hold, and the consequences that will inevitably ensue from over filling them would have its 
weight with the Board whose province it is to admit Paupers ? — Judging from past expe- 
rience I would not ; it has been frequently brought before the Board. 

1114. At any rate do you not consider that it is an obstacle of such a nature that it ought 
to be surmounted ? — I think it ought to be surmounted. 

1 1 15. Another of the causes of the bad health of the children is the closing of the Windows 
by their Mothers? — Yes. 

1116. You also stated that the Ventilators were badly constructed, inasmuch as the 
Mothers could get at them and close them ; supposing those to be the causes of disease 
would there be any difficulty in removing them ? — There would be a great difficulty in this 
Establishment. The Windows would have to be enlarged ; there are several Rooms in this 
House that cannot be properly ventilated without enlarging them. 

1117. But are there not a great many that can be very easily ventilated? — There are, 
and by some such means as would take from the Mothers the power of closing the Windows. 
The Wards at present occupied by the able-bodied Paupers would do for the purpose. 

1118. You are not prepared to give an accurate comparison of the relative amount of 
mortality between cases in this house and out of it ? — I am riot able to do so with accuracy. 

1119. Mr. Arltins — Did you not state upon a former occasion, that there was no chance 
of the 20 children surviving except they were removed from the house and sent to the 
Country ? — I stated that I considered if they remained in the house they would all perish, 
and I say so still. 

1120. There have been 4 Epidemics in the house since its opening, do not those Epidemics 
attack children oyer two years of age, as well as children under two ? — In a less proportion 
in this House, with the exception of Measles. 

1121. You were the Physician to the house for the first 6 months after it opened? — Yes. 

1122. Don’t you think that the children received into the Workhouse during the first six 
months, were a tolerably fair specimen of destitution of the children received into the house 
since ? — Indeed I think so. 

1123. Don’t you think they were in a worse condition tlian the children since received 
into the Workhouse ? — I cannot say whether they were worse or better, I have not observed 
such a remarkable change between the children admitted at that time and now. 

1124. Don’t you suppose it most likely, that the Mothers of the most destitute classes, 
rushed to the Workhouse at the opening of it? — It was likely. 

1 1 25. You stated a few minutes a»o to Mr. Hall, that several children have died since 
they came. into the Workhouse, and that upon examining them'after death you found Tuber- 
cles in their lungs ; may I ask you, were those children who died, in a healthy state when 
they were admitted? — Yes. 

1126. How then do you account for this fact that for the first 5 or 6 months scarcely a 
death at all occurred in this house in this class of children ; I believe you said one or two 
died ? — I would account for it by the fact of those Epidemics not having occurred. 

1127. Would you account for it in any other way? — I think the circumstances I have 
before mentioned as being injurious to the children, would more affect the children the longer 
they continued. 
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H 28 Do you remember the first 5 or 6 months after this house was opened, and if so, 16t& D ecembe r, 1841. 
have you any recollection of the number of deaths that have occurred amongst Infants Df Kkkpatrick> 

11 der two years of a°-e ? I have not a statement of the number of deaths of the Infants “ v 

™ ^ e( j within the Irst few months ; there is a statement of the number of Infants who 
died during the entire time, and it would be very easy to make a calculation for a limited 
Deriod or any period. 

^ 1129 . Don’t you suppose that the children who were admitted in the first 6 months had a 
better' chance of surviving, from the house not being so crowded, than those who were 

admitted after that period?— I do. 

1130. What proportion do the Infants who died in the Workhouse within 6 months, bear 
to those children whose ages varied from 2 to 5 ? — A great deal of sickness prevailed 
amongst the children from 2 to 5, and many deaths have occurred amongst that class ; a 
great many of them are at present in a diseased state ; a vast deal of them are so. 

° 1131. Mr. Barlow . — The House was opened in May, and I ask you whether the circum- 
stance of the six months being summer months would not to a certain extent account for the 
small mortality during that period, and whether you consider it likely that children would 
be presented for admission in a diseased or wretched state during that time as in the months 
that follow ? Of course they come in in a better state during the summer months than the 

W 1132. Do you think that the children born in the house when compared with other 
children who have been taken into the House, were more or less healthy ? — More healthy. 

1133. Then so far you think the system was favourable? — The children were born more 
healthy in the House, but they have not continued so. Those children who were born in 
the House are highly scrofulous, and cannot recover, their cases are perfectly hopeless. 

1134. How many children have been born in the House? — 35. 

1135. How many deaths were there ? — I think one half the number, 17 I think. 

1136. Did you consider you had authority to order any clothing you pleased for the 

Infants ? Not all through, we considered that we should report to the Board when there 

was additional clothing required for a class. . 

1137. Do you not consider that you had authority to order clothing for ten persons lor 
instance ? — I considered that our power related to individuals but not to classes. 

1138. Did you not consider yourself authorized without coming to the Board, to put 

down the names of ten persons, for instance, as requiring clothing ?— I think we should 
come to the Board. . , , , 

1139. Did you ever report to the Board that clothing was required when it was r erased 

by them ? We reported three or four times to the Board upon the subject, our applications 

were not refused, but time was lost before they were complied with. We reported to the 
Board on the 14th, 21st, and 28th of October, respecting the want of clothing. 

1140. Are you aware of any children who left the House, returningto it? — I am. 

1141. Did you ever report the fact to the Board that the present Dormitory was quite 
unfit for the Infants ? — Not to my knowledge. • 

1 142. Do you recollect making a report to the Board upon the subject ot V entilators . 

1 d l°i43. What was the order made ?— That the Medical Officers should be consulted upon 
the subject, that it should be done under the direction of the Medical Officers. 

1144. Do you think that the carrying the children to and from the Day-room, exposes 

them more than the children of a similar class outside this House ?— The crowded state ot 
the Nurseries at night induces such a delicacy amongst the children by keeping em m 
perspiration, the risk is greater than it is outside. _ 

1145. Did you report that the Mothers required cloaks ?— I did. 

1 146. When ?— Very lately. 0 T i r +u n i, 

1147. Did you ever report that the Wards required enlargement?—! think so. _ i thinlc 

we did, we reported that many of the Wards required enlargement, and the Nurseries were 
included in it. P Tn 

1148. When you reported to the Board were . your reports attended to by tnem.— in 

S 1149. I am asking you whether the Board complied with your request ?— In general they 
did, but frequently Hiere was a delay in the Board’s orders being executed. 



Friday, Vlth December, 1841. 

Miss Esmond , called in and examined. 

1150. Mr. Hall.— Hot long have yon been Matron ?— Since tie first time the Honse 

was opened. . Miis Esmond: 

1151. Has the superintendence of the Infants been a part of your duty ?— Ihere was an 

Inspector appointed by the Board, independent of my duties. , 

1152. Do you suppose it has, at any time since your appointment, ceased to be a part ot 
your duty to superintend and take care of the Infant children ? — I have done so. 

1 153. Do you mean you have considered that the Superintendent relieved you from any 

responsibility? — Yes. „ 
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Vjth December, 1841. 
Mias Esmond. 



1154 Hare you considered that the appointment of an Officer called the Superintendent 
of children, has removed from you the duty of superintending and taking care of them.?- 

I s “P|^ e Y 0 ^ve read that portion of the Regulations of the Commissioners that relates 

t0 n5fh^h°en you have^'ead the article which is intended to point out one of your duties, 

name l v “ To 'take care , with the assistance of the Nurses, of the sick Paupers and young 

children in the Workhouse ; to see that they are clean in their persons, —and so on ?- 

1 157. Has there been a Superintendent of children in this House since you have been 

Matron?— Yes, Sir ; since the 4th of June, 1840. . , , , „ , . 

1158. Have you seen any of the instructions given to the Superintendent of children, for 

her guidance? — Yes, Sir. . . . , 

1159. Do 'you find anything in these instructions to remove her from under your control 

and superintendence ? — No, Sir. , , , . , . 

1160 From what circumstance have you been led to suppose that the superintendence 
and care of the children has devolved from you upon any other person ?— She was eleeted 
by the Board for the purpose of superintending the children ; she had no other duty to 
perform but that ; she was under my control, but her duties were defined by the Board. 

1161. But I understand you to stato that you were aware what those duties were, and 
that you know of nothing to empower her to act independently of you ?— I should suppose 



1162. Therefore would you not have inferred from that, that you were still responsible 
for the children being properly taken care of and attended to, although the Superintendent 

was appointed by the Board?— Yes, Sir. 

1163. Have you ever made any Report to the Board, relating to the state ot children, 
since the Superintendent was appointed ? — No. I think not. _ 

1164. Have you exercised any control over the Infants since the Superintendent was 

appointed ? Have you ever interfered with the management ? — I see the children every day. 

1165. For what purpose ?— To see that they are cared for, although the Superintendent 
is there, I see after them myself. 

1166. You understand that the questions I am asking you relate to children under two 
years of age ? — Yes, to the Infant class. 

1167. Is not the general superintendence of these children under two years of age under 
vour care ? — I think they are more under the Mothers’ care than mine. 

1168. In the Regulations of the Commissioners for Workhouses there are several rules 
relating to Infants, as to the mode in which they are to be managed, and relaxations of the 
stricter rules are made in favour of that class? — Yes, that has been always observed. 

1169. By whom do you conceive those arrangements ought to be carried into effect? 
Do vou not conceive you are the Officer who ought to have made the necessary arrangements 
for taking care of the Infirm Paupers, and Infant children ? — Yes. 

1170. You couceive you are the Officer ? — Yes. 

1171. There is a Regulation of the Commissioners, psescribing that different classes of 
Paupers shall remain in their respective Wards ; and there are exceptions to that Regulation, 
for instance : — “ That any able-bodied women or girls above 1 3, may be taken out of their 
respective classes, and employed in the care of Infants ; that the children under 5 years old 
shall be placed either in a Ward by themselves, or in such of the Wards appropriated to the 
Female Paupers as the Board of Guardians shall direct ; and that the Mothers of such 
children shall have access to them at all reasonable times.” — Do you suppose you are 
empowered, as Matron of the Workhouse, to act upon those exceptions ? — I was. 

1172. And all arrangements of that description you suppose were placed under your 
control? — Yes. 

1173. You consider the Infant children to he mostly under the care of their Mothers? — 
Decidedly so ; they have never been apart from them. 

1174. Do you suppose that the circumstance of their being with their own Mothers, and 
t-o a certain extent under their control, precludes you from making any arrangement for the 
children that you might deem to be necessary ? — -In some degree I would. 

1175. Were the Mothers themselves under your superintendence and management? — 
Yes, but the Mothers have a way of caring their own children, and they will not allow the 
interference of any body else. 

1176. Have you ever doubted that yott were empowered to place the Mothers and their 
Infants in such Dormitories or Day-rooms as you thought were suited to them ? — They were 
a distinct class from any in-ihfr r H?ou3% -they associated .together, slept together, and occupied 
the same Day-room together ; they held the same apartment allotted to them, and I was 
autnorized, of coursd, to ■' see them in their places. 

1177. Did you doubt you could exercise such a degree of control over these parents and 
children as would ensure their remaining in such apartment as you thought they should 
occupy ? — It is not in my power to allot a particular portion of the house to them. 

1L78. Did you not Conceive that both Mothers and children were under your care • — 
Most decidedly, but I feel more exonerated from the charge of the Infants, in consequence 
of their being more under the care of their Mothers, more than if -they were in my own 
Ward as they call them, each Infant was in the care of its own Mothers '-' — 

1179. Supposing that the Mothers and the children were not put into a proper Dormitory 
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or Day-room, and that they were not properly clothed, do you conceive that the circumstance 
of their being under their ‘Mothers’ care, precluded you from seeing that they were properly 
accommodated ? — I conceive that all these things have been done. 

1180. Supposing it was stated or proved that it had not been done, could you allege that 
the fact of the children having been with their parents prevented you from doing it ? — 
[Witness did not understand this question] she was then asked, 

L 1181. Who do you conceive is the Officer, or who are the Officers of this House, to whom 
the Board of Guardians should look for the superintending lodging, clothing, and dieting of 
the Infant children ? — I think that the Medical Officers are the persons. 

1182. Do you think that the circumstance of there being Medical Officers appointed, 
who were to prescribe for the sick children, exonerated you from taking care of them — 
looking after the mode in which they were lodged, clothed, and generally taken care of ? — 



No. 

1183. Do you think that the Medical Officers are the Officers who had the power of 

regulating the clothing and dietary of the Pauper children ? — Yes ; I had not the power of 
doing so. ... 

1184. Mr. Phelan . — Is there not a certain dietary for the children, as a class ? — Yes. 

1185. Is it not when the Doctor sees it necessary to change the dietary of an individual 
child that he has any power to do so ? — Yes. 

1186. The Doctors have not the power to make any change in the dietary of the children 
as a class ; does not his power consist only in the cases of individual children who require 



itr— ies. 

1187. Did you consider that the Doctors generally were the persons who were to control 
the dietary of the children ? — Yes, because it is not in my power to do so. 

1 188. Mr. Hall When you speak of the Medical Officers controlling the dietary, do you 

mean laying down a regulation as to it ? — I mean that it is in the Doctor’s power to change 
the food ; he may order more or less. 

1189. Whose office is it to see that the children receive their [food, whether under the 
Regulations of the Commissioners or of the Board ? — The Matron’s. 

1190. If the Medical Officers have the power of which you speak, are not you the Officer 
to whom it is entrusted to see that their orders are carried into effect ? — Yes ; but I have it 
not in my power to make any alteration in their food. 

1191. Have you been in the habit of entering into your Report Book any fact or circum- 
stance relating to the health of the Infant cliildren ? — No. 

1192. As to their condition or state? — No. 

1193. Have you ever suggested to the Board any way of improving their condition by 
means of any regulation of the House ? — No. 

1194. Have you been in the habit of seeing the Infant children upon their admission into 
the Workhouse ? — Yes, Sir. 

1195. You are aware that the first duty of the Matron, as entered in the Regulations of 
the Commissioners is to cleanse and clothe the female Paupers, the girls, and children, and 



place them in proper Wards ? — Yes, Sir. 

1196. You have in the discharge of that duty, seen the Infant children upon their admis- 
sion into the Workhouse ? — I have ; I see all of them ; I class them, and put them into the 
Wards appropriated for them. 

1197. Have you been in the habit of taking notes as to the state of health and bodily con- 
dition of the Infant children upon their admission ? — Y es, to remark it to myself. 

1198. Have you yourself observed the condition and state of health of the children? — I 
have. 

1 199- Have you made any notes from your observation of the children at the time ? — In 
one or two instances I think I have. 

1200. You have those notes to refer to now, have you? — Yes, in a few instances I have. 



1201. Have you got them here ? — No, not here. 

1202. Whatis your impression of the state of health in which the children under 2 years 
of age entered this Workhouse ? — I would say that natural delicacy was their state. 

1203. Do you think the term “ natural delicacy’’ describes the state of all the children or 
of most of the children, at the period of their admission ? — There are exceptions. 

1204. To what kind of exceptions do you allude? — Some of the -children were in a very 
emaciated state. 

1205. What proportion do you think the healthy children would bear to the rest, upon 
their admission ? — A very small proportion. 

1206. You have been in the constant habit of seeing the children after their admission 
into the Workhouse, have you not ? — Yes, directly, when they are dressed. 

1207. But you have seen them continually after their admission into the Workhouse?— 
Yes, every day. 

1208. What have been your daily observations as to the health of the children after they 
have been in the Workhouse ? have you observed any improvement in the health of those 
who came into the house in the delicate state of health you have described? — No, I have not, 

1209. Do you consider that the circumstances under which the children have been kept in 

the house, have been favourable or unfavourable to their health? — I cannot answer that 
question. j 

1210. Do you t hink generally speaking that the health of the Infant children in the 
Workhouse has been good?— -Why, I think it has. 



17 thDeccmbcr, I£41 . 
Miss Esmond. 



Yinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



nthDeeemler,\SAl. 

Miss Esmond. 



76 EVIDENCE ON THE TREATMENT, CONDITION, AND MORTALITY 

1211 Do YOU mean to say that they haye continued while they remiuned in this house 

in the same good state of health in which they were when they entered it ?— In some cases 
they have, aid in others they have not. If attacked by disease.it was progressing ; if they 
came into the house with disease, it was progressing; some of them came m so tar gone that 
there could not he any remedy for them. . . , , 

1212 Have you had any opportunity of knowmg what was the opinion of the Medical 
Officers as to tlio state of health of the children ?— About last May I heard them express an 

°^1213 Do you mean that from time to time up to May, you heard them express their 
opinion,' or that yon once heard them express their opinion, and that was m May ?_Yes, 
about May, after the Epidemie broke out. 

1214. But up to May, between tlie opening of the bouse and that Month, have you beard 
the Medical Officers express any opinion as to the healthy or unhealthy state of the child- 
ren ? X think it was in April or May, in either of these months, that the opinion was 



1215. Have you at any time received any instructions, directions, or advice from the 

Medical Officers with reference to the management of the children?— I have had a conver- 
sation with Dr. Kirkpatrick respecting them. ■ . . . . 

1216. Did you ever observe anything in the circumstance ot the children, that is m their 

state of health' and condition which made yon think it necessary to consult the Medical Offi- 
cers? The sick children were placed immediately under the Doctor’s care, and were sent 

to Hospital directly. , ^ 

1217. By whose direction were the sick children transferred to Hospital f — By the Medi- 
cal Officer’s. , . , _ T 

1218. Who first informed the Medical Officers that the children were sick ? — I report for 

the Doctors every day. . . . ’ 

1219. Therefore I may infer that you every day inquire into the state ol health of the 
children, to ascertain who are sick— who are well ? — Decidedly. 

1220. Did you ever observe any circumstance in the general health and condition of the 
children, which made it necessary in your opinion to ask the advice of the Medical Officers 
as to the management of those children ? — Iso, I did not. 

1221. For instance, did you ever observe amongst the children a general liability to sick- 
ness, did you ever observe that it was necessary to send in more children to the Hospital 
f.hflti you would have expected should have been the case ? — No, when a child is sick, it is' 
removed immediately to Hospital to prevent infection. 

1222. Did the Medical Officers ever give you an opinion as to anything necessary for the 
general health of the children ?— Yes, Dr. Duncan spoke about a tepid hath. 

1223. Did the Medical Officers ever inform you that the clothing of the children was too 
scanty ? — Yes, and it was increased. 

1224. Did they ever inform you that children were placed to sleep at night in rooms too 
pm nil for their number? did they ever signify to you that the Dormitories were too 
crowded? — Yes. 

1225. Did they ever express any opinion as to the suitableness of the Day-room 1 — I have 
heard them remark it. 

1 226. Did they ever state to you that the children did not get enough of air and exercise ?— 
No, they did not. 

1227. ’ It appears they have made statements to you with respect to the clothing of the 
children — the unsuitableness of the Dormitory, and Day rooms ? — Occasionally. 

1228. How came it when the Medical Officers spoke to you upon those points, suggesting 
that the Dormitory, the Day-room and clothing were not what they ought to be, you did 
not report the circumstance to the Board and ask for instructions from them as to the manner 
in which you were to proceed ? — 1 think it was more their duty than mine to do so. 

1229. Mr. Phelan . — Whom do you mean? — I mean the Doctors — the Medical Officers. 

1230. Mr. Hall — Were you under the impression that the Medical Officers themselves 
reported upon these matters to the Board of Guardians? — Yes, I was. 

1231. Did you not from time to time receive directions from the Board upon these and 
similar points ? — I did. 

1232. Would not the circumstance of your being called in by the Board and directed upon 
certain subjects, lead you to suppose that somebody, probably the Medical Officers, had re- 

E d upon those points to the Board — did not the Board in fact often tell you that the 
cal Officers had reported upon the subject ? — Yes. 

1233. And then they gave you directions how to act ? — Yes. 

1234. All which would lead you to form the opinion that the Medical Officers did report 
upon all those points to the Board ? — Yes. 

1235. Whence you inferred that it was not necessary for you to report ? — Yes. 

1236. When the Medical Officers reported to you that they did not consider the Dormi- 
tory and Day-room, the clothing, the dietary, or any of such matters, what it ought to he, 
did your opinion coincide with theirs? — In some cases it did, in others it did not. 

1237. Do you think, for instance, that the mode in which the Mothers and their chil- 
dren have been lodged at night, has been such as was conducive to the healthfulness of the 
children ? — I don’t think it would injure them in any one degree. 

1238. Therefore if the Medical Officers should entertain a different opinion you wouldnot 
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0 Tfith. them 1 I would not ; upon that point we differ : the Wards were visited every 17 thDecember, 1841 

nurht by myself and my assistant, and we found them to be not in too crowded a state, nor Eg — 
the temperature of them too high. . _ , , , , 183 smon • 

1239. Do you recollect the occasion upon which you visited the Wards and found the 
temperature satisfactory ?— They are visited every night. 

1240. At what hour ? — At 9 o’clock, when I lock the doors. 

1241. ' Are the Mothers and children then in bed? — Yes, Sir. 

1242. Did your opinion coincide with that of the Medical Officers, respecting the Day- 
room in which the Mothers and children have been placed ?— During the Summer months 
they were not in the Day-room. 

1243. Have their Mothers and their children always had a separate Day-room — a Day- 
room distinct from the rest? — Yes, totally distinct from the other class — the Infants in care 
of their Mothers. 

1244. Have the children been with them ? — Oh Yes, they are never removed from them. 

1245. Have they ever since the opening of the Workhouse been placed in the same Dav- 

room have they always inhabited the same Day-room ? — No Sir, they were in another. . 

1246. In what Day -room were they placed originally ? — That which is now the Catholic 
Chapel ; when it was built, the Mothers were put in there, and did not leave it till, I think 
the 29th of May last, as well as I can call to mind. 

1247. What led to their being removed from the Day-room and 'placed in another ?— The 
wall was thrown down, and a piece was added to it, so that they could not remain in it. 

1248. To what Room were they transferred when they were taken from that ? — To the 
one they at present occupy. _ 

1249. Who selected the Room in which they are at present, as being the proper one in 
which they should be placed?— It was the Room which they first occupied. 

1250. then I am to understand that when the Workhouse was first opened they inhabited 
their present Room, that when a new room was built they were placed in it, and when 
alterations were made in that Room to prepare for a Chapel, they were transferred to [the 
Room originally inhabited by them, and. in which they now remain ?— Yes. _ 

1251. Was the attention of the Visiting Committee called to the necessity of providing 

another' Room for the Mothers and their children when the new Day-room was interfered 
with ? I understood they were about to do so. 

1252. When it was necessary to remove the children out of that Day-room into any other, 
were the Visiting Committee consulted as to what was the proper Room for them?— I cannot say. 

1353. Did you make any representation to them ? — No, Sir. 

1254. Did you know that they had taken the subject into their consideration ?— I have 
heard them make remarks as to the matter. 

1255. But did you know they took into their consideration what would be a fit Room to 

which tiie children should be transferred ?— I have heard them speak of making alterations 
with regard to raising the floor. , ,. „ ~ 

1256. Was the removal of the children originally effected under the direction of the Com- 
missioners, or under whose direction was it done?— I suppose I did it myself, unless I got an order 
from the Master ; Ihad noplaceelse to put them, but intheRoom which they previously occupied. 

1257. Did ^ou consult the Master about it ?— Perhaps I did, but I do not recollect ; I 
cannot exactly say whether I did or not, but it was natural for me to have put them into 
the same Room which they occupied before. 

1258. Mr. Phelan .— You have no recollection of having had any directions from the 

Visiting Committee upon the subject? — No. _ 

1259. Mr. Roper . — Nor a Board Order in reference to it ? — JSo. . 

1260. Mr. Hall. Did you know why the women and children were originally removed 

from that Room to the upper ? — I think I got an Order for that; the upper .Boom ™ 
intended as a Day-room for the Nurses, and the dining Room was found not sufficiently large 
to hold the Congregation ; but it was intended by the Board to be occupied, by the Mothers. 

1261. You mean the upper Day-room? — Yes ; and there was not sufficient room in the 

dining Room to hold the Congregation ; there was an addition built ; it was originally the 
intention of the Board to have them placed in the Day-room. , 

1262. When the work necessary for providing a suitable place of Worship was concluded, 
how did it happen that the Mothers and children were not placed back again in the other 
Day-room ? — I got no orders to that effect. 

1263. And you would not move them without orders . — No. . . . , 

1264. But you don’t recollect getting an order to remove them to the Room which they 
at present inhabit ? — I did of myself I think, and that I got no order upon the subject. 

1265. Do you recollect why they were originally removed from the Room into the other 

Day-room ? — I suppose it was to better them. . . 

1266. But do you recollect any representation being made that the Room in which they 

were then, and are now, was unsuitable, and that they were removed from that room m con- 
sequence of those representations ? — I rather think so. , 

1267. By whom were those representations made ? — I would presume, the Board. 

1268. Were they made by yourself ?— No, I was given to understand that the Room was 
appropriated by the Board, for the Nurses and children. 

1269. Do you mean the upper Room ? — Yes. -d o 

127 0. Doyouknowany reason why they should not b e again removed to the upper Jtoom 
It is used as a place of Worship now. 
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1271. Is it used more as a place ut Worship than the dining Boom ?— Oh Yes; the 

Catholic Clergyman has occupied it entirely this week. . 

1272. Mr. Phelan. Do you mean he has occupied it m celebrating mass ? No, m hearing 

confessions. 

1273. Are you a Roman Catholic? — lam. ... . , , „ . , 

1274. As a Roman Catholic do you believe that a sick person will be heard confession by 

the Clergyman in any Room? — Certainly. , •, , . 

1275. Mr. Hall. The reason why the children were not transferred back again to the 

upper Room was, because it was used as a Roman Catholic Chapel ? Yes. 

1276. What is your opinion as to the suitableness of the Room in which the Mothers and 
their children now are in the day time ? — I suppose I must give way to the Doctors ; they 
say injurious ; I think the upper Room is preferable to that which they at present occupy. 

1277. What is your impression of the suitableness ot the Room they at present occupy ; 
is it a good or bad Room for the purpose ? — I cannot answer that question ; I can form no 

S °1279. That is yourownopinionof the Day-room which the Mothers and children occupy ?_ 
I think it is a good one, but I think the other is preferable. 

1280. Have the Mothers with children always been put into separate Wards in the Work- 
house ?— Yes, always ; the Mothers nursing were placed in separate Wards. 

1281. Have they always been in the same sleeping^ room which they now occupy ?— No, 
the one they at present occupy was changed this day fortnight or three weeks. 

1282 At any time since the Workhouse opened, have the Women and Infants occupied the 
same room that they now occupy ?_They only occupy the room in which they are at pre- 
sent, for three weeks or a month. 

1283. In what room were they before they were changed ? — In No. 51. 

1284. What is the situation of that room ?— It is situated upon the ground floor. 

1285. What reason was assigned for changing them from that Ward to their present 
place of habitation ? — It was done by order of the Doctors. 

1286. How were the orders communicated to you? — They were communicated through 



Mr. Reid. _ 

1287. Was it in consequence of any recommendation of yours ? — No. 

1288. Do you know what reason was assigned why they should he removed from the 

Ward ? They considered it to be more airy, and there were single beds in it. 

1289. Had you formed any opinion as to the suitableness of the Ward in which they 
were ?— I thought it was a very suitable oue for the purpose. 

1290. Did you consider at the time when they were removed there were more Women and 
children there, than could he comfortably accommodated there ? — Not at the time. 

1291. Do you think that the change was unnecessary? — I cannot say that; I think it 
was for the better. 

1292. Do you know how many Women and Infants were in the Ward before the change 
took place ? — They varied ; sometimes there were 15, sometimes 25, sometimes 33. 

1293. How many beds were there ? — 31 beds. 

1294. Were all the beds occupied? — No. 

1295. At the time when the change was made, were all the beds occupied ? — No. 

1296. How many were occupied ? — I think about 20. 

1297. How many persons were in each bed ? — I got an order for them to sleep separate ; 
I cannot call to mind when I got it, but since I got the order they have slept separately. 
The sleeping of the Paupers together depends upon the health of the children ; there may 
he 60 in the house ; 30 of those may be in Hospital. 

1298. But are you able to state how many Mothers and Infants slept in that room at the 
time when the change was made ? — Not at this moment. 

1299. Are you able to ascertain it ? — I will be able to ascertain it. 

1300. Could you, in case the Board were of opinion that the room which the Women and 
children occupy at present was not a suitable one, remove them into another room, which 
might be decided upon by the Board as a more suitable room ? — All the Wards are nearly 
full at present. 

1301. Could you not put a certain number of the able-bodied Women into the Ward 
which the children occupy, and remove the children to their place of sleeping ? — I suppose 
it could be done ; but I think it would interfere with classification. 

1302. Don’t you think that accommodation might he provided for the Mothers and chil- 
dren, in what I may call the best part of the house, without interfering with classification ?— 
No, I think not. 

1303. Are not the doors of the Wards locked at mght ? — Yes. 

1304. Therefore, what inconvenience could you apprehend from the Mothers and children 
being placed in one of the rooms now appropriated to the able-bodied Paupers ? — It would 
interfere with the present occupants. 

1305. But do you think that alone is a sufficient objection to giving them a portion of the 
best accommodation ? — I think they formerly occupied very good Wards. 

1306. I ask you whether the interference with classification would prevent you putting 

them into a better part of the Establishment 1 — If I were to consult my own wishes, I would 
say it would. . ... jji 
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1307. Would it interfere with the health of the females ? — It would. 

1308. What bad effect would it produce, do you think ? — I think they would be all alike ; 
there would not be sufficient classification. 

1309. How many Mothers and children are there in the Wards of which you at present 

spea k ? Perhaps there may be 30 to-night — 26 to-morrow, perhaps ; the number varies. 

1310. Suppose the whole Ward were full, how many would be in it ? — It only contains 38. 

1311. Do you see any objection to 38 Mothers and children being put into beds" in the 
able-bodied Wards, and 38 able-bodied females being removed to the room now occupied by 

? I see a great objection, it interferes with classification ; they would be thrown 

entirely back upon the able-bodied class. 

1312. Is not the house so constructed, that you could cut off one or more rooms from the 
others ? — Yes, by locking the doors. 

1313. Don’t you lock the doors ? — Yes, I do. 

1314. Don’t the Mothers and children now use the same Ward as the able-bodied? — Yes. 

1315. Is not the classification so far departed from, by them? — No. 

1316. Was the clothing for the Infants made in the house ? — Yes. 

1317. Under your superintendence? — Yes. 

1318. When you became aware that the clothing was not considered sufficient, did you 
make any alteration in it ? — Yes. 

1319. Did you consider you had a discretionary power to have such clothing made for the 
Infants as you or the Medical Officers thought fit ? — When I got the order from the Doctors 
to increase' the Infants’ clothing, it was done. 

1320. Do you consider you have a discretionary power to make the Infants’ clothing in 

any way you think suitable ; may you not cut then* frocks and petticoats in any way you 
think proper ? — Yes. . 

1321. Is there anything to prevent you from doing tins? — No. 

1322. Who cuts out the frocks ?— My sister, myself, and one or two of the Paupers. 

1323. Is it not the wish of the Board that the children should have their clothes made in 
the most advisable way, with a sufficiency of them, and cut as you think proper ? — Yes. 

1324. Don’t they abstain from interfering with you in these matters, because they under- 
stand that you have the discretionary power to clothe the Infants exactly as you think 
Infants ought to be clothed? — Yes. 

1325. And you may clothe them exactly as the children require? — Yes, I clothe them 
according to their state and necessity, I give them what I conceive to be a sufficiency of 
clothing. 

1326. Mr. Phelan That is, if they come in wanting clothing you supply them with it?— 

Yes, the moment they coiiie in they are supplied. 

1327. Mr. Hall But if it were represented to you that the Infants ought to have long 

sleeves, that their clothes should be longer in the skirts and cut in a different way, is there 
anything to prevent your doing so ? — No. there is not : Dr. Duncan spoke to me about 
lengthening the children’s petticoats, but I had a decided objection to it. 

1328. That was one of the cases in which your opinion did not coincide with the Doctor’s?— 

Yes, we differed upon that point. . 

1329. But did you not consider that if you had agreed with Dr. Duncan on the matter, 

you had authority to make the required alteration in the clothes ? — Yes, there was no one 
to interfere with us. . 

1330. Do you consider that the frocks and petticoats with which you have from time to 

time supplied the Infants, have been sufficient to shelter them from the cold ? — I would say 
so, they are sufficiently large to fit a child two years old, and the Mothers very frequently 
take them in. _ 

1331. From your own observation of the state of the children, do you consider that they 

have been clothed sufficiently ? — Yes. . 

1332. Do you think they have suffered from cold in consequence of the insufficiency of 

clothing ? — Not in my opinion. . 

1333. You have stated that the general regulation of the food of the Paupers was not 
under your control ; that certain dietaries had been laid down, and that you were aware the 
Medical Officers had the power of ordering any departure from the general rule regulating 
the diet? — Yes, I thought they had the power of adding to or taking. from the met. 

1334. Do you consider that the distribution of food to the children, at certain hours and 
times was under your control ? — I have ordered the Nurses to feed them at stated times, 
that is, three times a-day. 

1335. A certain quantity of food was allotted by the Board, with the advice of. the 
Medical Officers for those children, was it or was it not your duty to see that they received 
it? — Yes, .the Mothers give the food to the Infants twice a.-day. 

1336. Did you consider it to be your, duty to give directions upon that head . — Yes, I did. 

1337- So that if you thought the allowance of food to the Children should be given m 2, 

3, 4, or half a dozen meals, it was your duty to see how often in the day the Children 
received their food? — The Mothers have the food in their own power, but I gave them my 
opinion that three times in the day was quite enough to feed them. . 

1338. Then you did not consider it your duty to see that the Children wore fed a certain 

number of times in the day ?- — No, when they were in the care of their Smothers, I. did not 
consider it so. - 

1339. Do you consider when they were under the care of their own Mothers, 
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best care them those who had children of their own, and had been married.^ 

1342 But had those persons children nursing at the time ?— No, I never gave an Orphan 
in care^to a woman who ?Lad her own child to nurse at the same time ; but I gave an Orphan 

^ ”d^u “ toi” d e persons, aad leave tie distribution of it to ft* di, 

ciition as you would to the Metier of the child ?_I was more ,par War in the rases of 

r\ t. ’ i t + 1 , 0 + + 1 iptt cot if necessary, an increase of milk, I sent the children 
Orphan Children, I saw that they got, n necessoiij,^ _ f - llr 

^4*4° rsti a wuith. Guards 

said they should have ?_I made choice of the best person I could get to nurse the dnld, 
a °m5 BP D°“ *° a » N “' se “ order tiat sle p™ 

“ me! Ditf youimdcrstandihatit wTspur duty to see that the food of the children was 
properly provided for them ?— I saw them get then- food from the Dining Hall each woman 
canm with her vessel to receive the quantity showed, she got half a pint of mdk she crumb, 
led the bread into it, and fed the child at any horn; she pleased, at half past ten, or any time 
she wished : they all received the food from the Dmmg-Koom. _ 

1347. Was it your intention that the children should be fed upon boiled milk and bread ?— 

That is the usual way of feeding children. , .. , , , , 

1348. But did you feel it your duty to give the children boded bread and null three 

times a day ? No! Sir; hut they had it, they received it from the Dining Hall boded, and they 

had the privilege of warming it themselves when they liked. 

1349. Has ;tU been the pirn adopted ?_That has been the plan adopted from the very 

commencement of the house. , ,, , , , . 

1350. Was it ever represented to you that it was desirable there should be placed m the 
Day-room, beds or cradles, in order that the Infant children might be put to sleep, there?- 



1351. Was a representation ever made to you from the Medical Officers to the effect that 

there should be beds or cradles provided, or did you receive any instructions from the Board, 
or the Master of the Workhouse upon the subject ? Did it ever occur to you that it was 
necessary to provide the means of putting those Infants to sleep ? I did, the beds were laid 
down in the Wards. , „ • „ „ • , , 

1352. Could they get to those beds during the day ? — Yes, there were women appointed 
to take care of them, and if the Mother thought right, she placed the Infant in the bed. 

1353. Did you observe that the Mothers generally availed themselves oi the privilege 

In some cases they did, in others they did not. , , 

1354. Did the 'Mothers make use of the privilege more than the women who had the care 
of the Orphans? — I made no observation of that kind. 

1355. Mr. Phelan Did the Mothers in general prefer that the children should sleep in 



them own arms ? — They appeared to do so. 

1356. Mr. Hall. — Was the Dormitory always open for the women in which they could put 
the children to sleep ? — Yes, the general practice has been to leave the Dormitory 0 P®°" 

1357. Was it not reported to you that it would he beneficial to the health of the children 
if they were taken into the Garden ? — Yes. 

1358. Did the Board ever give an order to that effect ? — Yes. 

1359. Were they ever let into the Garden in consequence ? — Yes, and it was very dilncult 
to get them out. 

1360. Mr. Phelan.— What was difficult ? — To induce the women to go into the Garden. 

1361. Mr. HaM. — Were yon obliged to use means to enforce that order of the Board. 

Yes. _ , 

1362. You are obliged to make it a point of discipline with the Mothers ? — Yes, the order 
was that they should attend to it. 

1363. Upon fine days ? — Yes. 

1364. Did you ever receive orders to discontinue that practice? — No. _ ‘ . 

1365. Mr. Sinnot. — How comes it then that the practice has been discontinued ? — Owing 

to the state of the weather. 2 . , 

1366. Mr. Hall. —Is it a fact that it has been discontinued? — No, the last fine day last 
Tuesday week — they were out. 

1367. Mr. Sirmot. — Would you not consider this a fine day? — No, I would call this a very 
cold day. 

1368 Mr. Hall. — When were they out before last Tuesday week ? — When the weather 
permitted, but I cannot exactly call to mind the day. , 

1 369. Have you ever endeavoured to prevent them from going into the Garden when they 
expressed a desire to go into it ? — No, I did not ; it was not in my power to let them into the 
Garden, until I got the order ; It has been acted on ever since. , , 

1370 How often did they go into the Garden ?— It entirely depended on the state of th 
weather. 
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v- , poTynnt tell how often they have been in the Garden ?— No. 17 1 ) 

I vpt i. pv generally shown a disposition to go into the Garden ?— Some wish to go 
in Others do not, and I have known an instance where a Mother gave her child to another - 

bet e ^otetaole thrown in the way of those who wished to go into the 

Ga i 374 ! Hare ray'tfthem raprffised a wish to go into the Garden when you thought the 
wither not sufficiently fine for them ?-I never heard them express a wish to go into the 
r< jpri • Tt was rather a compulsory thing to get them into it. , , . .. 

G T375 ’ When they were in the Garden, were they under any restramt, to make it dm- 
il fnr them to be in it ? — There were two men walking alter them — that was all. 
rf 6 %' Xr!were those men Officers of the Houle ?_No, there were men work- 
. • li. r at the time and that was the reason that these persons were placed in it. 

opinion of the state of health of the Children under two 

think there is anything in the circumstance in which the children hve here that would make 
4 ™ 8 rs^ in the state which you de scribe , andttat 

they were that^hey^^iM ctu^nue 1 !? that^defelitc state ?— I^ould^° 0 ^" 

™ tte 22 tot children who came in and are not 

.Jmkedby any Epidemic, continue in as healthya state aswhenthey came into the house!- do. 
« S.T5 that the management if the children in any department here is capa- 

Smpting ^ improve the condition of the 

to accommodation during the 

yon apply that observation to the Mothers or to the women who 
I°hav^noT observed anything material, I have heard that h does^st. 

ever beard 

at ^“”on that the Jomen complained P-No, but I 

saw from the Reports that they did. h a rted t0 fte Board about 

elS^Se^^o^t^enas to wither they ^eired cloaks, 
or T “ Ba !?ivf. 0 '„l,™rvation think that the children should get clothing to 



If th December, 1841. 



5 is"? XylTfrS^te it neeesirf to supply the Mothers with cloaks m order 

before they were brought into it, or than they were when brought into it?-Yes, they 
have, for mstance, been brought in with a piece of about to. ^ 

1399. Is the clothing mMlaof betto s»M . more 

gether better than when tbeir Mothers brought to into the House . 
iu others it is much the same. 

1400. The material is much the same ?— x os. , d warm 

1401. But do yon think there is as much of it »d 

as that which they had before they were hroug c bndren wear [ n tbe House is better 

1402. You think that the clothing which the " cmaren ww ^ brought in?— 
cdcuutd to keep them warm andjhealthy, to their clothing when they are brought 

Yes, than when they are brought in. Thev first had the Linsey’petti- 

1403 Do you trnnk that has always been the case i iney nrst nau m 
coats ; when the order came they got the wooEen. ^ 
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1404. Were the flannel petticoats ordered before last Winter ? — They had flannel petti- 
coats on, last Winter. 

1405. But as far as you recollect did the Infants get the flannel clothes before last 
Winter ? — I cannot say they got them before last Winter. 

1406. Do you consider that the clothing they had on, before the flannel things were 
ordered, was sufficient? — Yes, I did. 

1407. Then the change in the clothing from linsey woolsey to flannel did not originate 
with you ? — No. 

1408. Mr. Phelan It originated with the Medical Officers Yes. 

1409. — Do you consider the Superintendent your assistant in looking after those Infant 
children? — Yes. 

1410. In as much as you have the general supervision of the Establishment, you cannot 
give that minute attention to the Nurses and Infant children that would be necessary, she 
discharges the immediate duties and you supervise the whole ? — Yes, still not leaving it to 
her to do. 

1411. Mr. Hall — Have you any record of the time at which you made the flannel petti- 
coats for the children ? — They had flannel vests in October, J840, but I cannot speak dis- 
tinctly about the petticoats.* 

1412. Mr. Roper . — Did all the children receive flannel vests, or only such children as the 
Doctors ordered the vests for ? — Generally. 

1413. They all had them ? — I cannot exactly say all. 

1414. Did the children get flannel vests as a class? — They got them as a class. 

1415. Mr. Hall . — Is there any other Female Officer who knows more of the state and 
treatment of the children than you do yourself? — No, Sir, I think not. 

1416. Captain Lindsay . — Did you ever visit the Wards at night accompanied by the 
Medical Officers ? — I have. 

1317. Did they, or either of them, complain of the over-crowding or want of ventila- 
tion ? — Yes. 

1418. Did you report the circumstance to the Board?: — No, I did not, Sir. 

1419. You have stated that you considered the temperature of the Dormitory good? 

Yes. 

1420. Do you know about what temperature, generally speaking, it ought to be ? — I 
know by my own feeling. 

1421. You stated that the Mothers of the children complained to the Medical Officers of 
the want of cloaks ? — I drew that conclusion from the Report of the Medical Officers. 

1422. Mr. Roper . — 'Why did not the Mothers complain to you?— I cannot say. 

1423. You have stated that you sometimes differ in opinion with the Medical Officers; 
then I suppose we are to understand that when you visited the Dormitories at night, and 
the Medical Officers complained of excessive heat, that you differed with them ? — I cannot 
say that I differed with them upon that head. 

1424. At what hour at night do you generally visit tho Wards? — At 9 o’clock. 

1425. At what hour do the Nurses go to bed”? — It depends upon the season of the Year. 

1426. At what hour in Summer do they go to bed ? — At half-past 7 o’clock, up to a quarter 
after, or half-past 8 o’clock. 

1427. What is the hour in Winter ?— From 6 up to 7 o’clock. 

1428.. Ihen you did not differ with the Doctors upon the temperature of the Dormitory, 
as you did upon some other points ? — No. 

1429. Then allow me to ask you if you agree with the Doctors with regard to the tem- 
perature of the Dormitory at 7 or 8 o’clock m the Evening — what temperature do you think 
would prevail in the room at 7 o’clock in the Morning ? — Sometimes I have not. 

1430. When you did agree with them that the temperature was excessive at 8 or 9 o’clock 

at Night, would it be better or worse at 6 o’clock in the Morning ? Surely, worse. 

1431. Would any regulation make the temperature of the room as good at 6 o’clock in 
the Morning as at 9 at Night ?—That is a difficult question to answer. 

1432. \ ou have stated to Mr. Hall, that you consider the present Day-room was an 

exceedingly good room. You did not then entirely agree with the Doctors as to the present 
Day-room being so bad as they said it was ? No. 

1433. Then you differed with the Doctors upon that point ? Yes. 

1434. I think you have also said that you differed with the Doctors as to the Clothing— 
G^?_I did y0U COnSldered the fl ' ocks and P ettic oats for . the Infants sufficiently long and 

.A 435 ' *J ave ! he Doctors differed with you upon that subject ?_Upon the length of the 
petticoats they have, but upon no other point. . 

nf Ihl 6 r IPfA ^ application made by the Doctors to you in writing, about the length 

ol the Infants petticoats ; and you made an observation to the effect that there was a reason 
lor it r — l es. 

to in an Infant ?— Yes^ ^ Warmtl1 35 weU 38 cleanliness, is, in some degree to be attended 



1438. You sa - 



to the i 



say there were some Orphans under your care, and they were given in charge 
who had been Mothers l— Yes, except in one case. . 



refi ”" 8 ' to * B “ k *?"*?*-» «*• * . , w 
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4 h B f case ? A -woman named Clarke died in her confinement, I7HD<e«to,1841. 

. 'Sa^tepfint t i‘ - discharged, -d I gave it to a hind!, ^ 

Lg pernn to take care of, the child was taken by its Father, and after taking cold, was 

^7 4 |o‘ Yon we^ irfcnhr^telecting the most careful women for the Orphans ?_ 

Ye . s : ,, Were they nursed at the breast of the women, or spoon-fed '—Spoon-fed. 

1442 In the firat 100 children that came into the House under one year old, are you 
aware that there were but fire Orphans ? I am. 

UU. under ° ne !" old ’ “ d 

^TTh^wS 

“ 4 T'd d o n 

of this House that the Mothers 

sueUtag then- Infants were without the means of putting them to bed m the Day-room 
any one time? — No. ., . 0 -v Q „ 

ItS- ™ ‘O -«• 

SfpklSu been received into this 

■ *■ House ? I drink fire or 

SiX 'l453. Have you any knowledge of the state in which they were, or are described to hare 
did any or many of them appear to be in delicate 
^H^ytOTSealthf-l don't think there was one O^han child in 

S °;"ihere any Orphan now in 4e House who came in here durrng fte fits, year the 
House was opened, being at the time under the age of one year —There is. 

N 74 e 60 aI H^ S S‘S'that so many hare died '-Because they came into the House in 
such a -wretched, state ; there may be an e ^epbon. w}l0 jj ave t eeD s j x months 

in^Ho^^ IW ° M Mt ^ t0 

bdlia^yo^lmve' lmdYhe^Lord Lieutenant to look at the House ? Yes. 

1463. Was he brought through all the place . ies. 

1464. Did he see the children ?— He did. 

1465. Did he admire the two year old?— I cannot say. 

H«: ^r y S^tadtlook after the system of Workhouse management 
^^IfiS^W^a^experienceliad^mi in the management of children before yon were elected 
Matron of this House ? — None. - + ^ t T, p Doctors irith regard to the 

1469. And notwithstanding that you haye reeled ?Ll see the 

1 sM tiem ' perhips ’ ‘“ e or *"* 

*7470.^0 yon think that the OftkertTho^'eSrf^th thf HospM 

™ g r2ts“oS^f-N“ Idonoti Isnppose their- opinions are superior to 
T471 What Assistant had you in the management of the details of your department f- 

M &hat experience' has she had in the ^e^of cMdren I-She conducted 
theLuxembourgh Institution for 1 .1 years pre^ tAer here. ^ . 

1473. That was a Boy’s Boarding School, I beheye? 

1474. There were no Infants there?— No. D2 
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Vjth December, 1841. 1475. No Nursery superintendence was required there, I believe ? — There were head 

— Nurses and Doctors there. 

Miss Esmond. 1476. What was the age of the boys ? — From 6 years and a half to 14 and a half, or 16 

years old. 

1477. That was the extent of her experience as to the Nursery arrangements ? — Yes. 

1478. She is an unmarried lady I beheve ? — Yes, she is. 

1479. In addition to your Sister, I believe your only Assistant in your arduous duties 
was a lady called a Superintendent of children ? — Yes. 

1480. Have the Superintendents been married? — One was married — the other was single, 

1481. Is the present Superintendent married ? — No, she is unmarried. 

1482. What was her experience as to children before she came here ? — Indeed I believe 
she has very little experience of anythin g. 

1483. Of course you would naturally look to the Superintendent of Children for very 
material assistance in carrying on the affairs of this House ? — I would expect her to give 
me assistance, if I had not an efficient person to assist me, the labour would be thrown 
entirely upon me. 

1484. Do you remember an enquiry before the Board in the month of February, 1840 
upon the subject of children ? — I recollect being here once in attendance upon the Board' 
but I cannot exactly recollect the month or time. 

1485. There was some objection made at that time to the management of the children, by 

some members of the Board ? — There was. 5 J 

1486. Do you recollect its being proved at that time and admitted, that the boys of from 
2 to 5 years old had no female attendant sleeping in the room with them ? — Yes. 

1487. Do you recollect being then asked by the Board to how many children of that age 
a Pauper woman could attend ? — I do, Sir. 

1488. Do you recollect the answer you gave ? — I said 20, and the Board said 10. 

1489. At night? — Yes. Then the boys were all drafted over to me. 

1490. At the time the enquiry took place you did not consider, I believe, that the boys of 
such tender ages were under your care ? — No, I did not, till I got the order. 

1491. They were previously left to the care of the male Paupers? — Yes. 

1492. From subsequent experience which do you think you or the Board were right ?— . 

Some women may be able to attend more children — others less, it depends upon the disposi- 
tion of the person. r 

1493. Do you know what male attendant was provided for the children between 2 and 5 
years old ? — A man named Ford. 

1494. Don’t you think it would be a great improvement in the arrangements of this house, 

and a great assistance to the carrying on the business, if you had a steady, respectable mar- 
ried woman, or rather if the Doctors had such a person to superintend the children generally ? 

Oh, yes, Sir, that is what is wanted. 

• Hall . — You state that the last Superintendent of children was entirely ineffi- 
cient ?— -Yes. J 

1496. Did you ever report her inefficiency to the Board?— Not in writing. 
t * 49 Ir Bave A 0U , verbally to the Visiting Committee her inefficiency ? — Once. Mr. 

Captain Lmdsay, Mr Barlow, and another Gentleman — Mr Sinnot I believe were 

the Visiting Committee. 

, *1 99, Has she been dismissed? — No, she sent in her resignation 3 weeks ago, and one of 
the Paupers did her duty for her. 6 

•I 499 ’ C “P tam Lindsay — How long ago is it since you reported that to the Visiting Com- 
mittee.— iou came up to me one day and asked me what was I speaking so loudly about: 
Dut 1 cannot remember the time. ° / 

1500. Mr. Hall — Have you been in the habit of reporting to the Board that admit 
lumpers what vacancies there were ?— Every Monday. 

Have / ou reported what vacancies there were for the Infant children ?— Within 
® W -cr S 1 re P orted tot *ere was no room for Nurses. 

1502. You mean Mothers with children ?— Yes. 

ehS Slt£k il S^eekl 8 1 ™ kS rep0rted *“* tWe TOS n0 ™ m for Nurses ° r 

!*!£■ BaTe J™? "ports been attended to by tbe Admission Board ?-_Yes. 
at the Admtrctm Pt 6I ? ^ants ^ eeri admitted into the house when you had stated 

at u Bo , ard to* t here was ao room for them ?— Yes. 

accomLdat?/ 0 T? UDd 11 tM ° ult t0 accommodate those Infants as they ought to have been 
SSrfk?" ™ ” ot room ttem ; no mconrenience, hoieA, arose ; I was 
only tern M of the Paupers being returned from the Hospital. 

them from admitt^uf atin ^ 0Ur to t he Board that there was no room, did not prevent 

them from atetmg stdl more Paupers ?-On Monday they admitted them. * 

admitted cMdren been admitted during the last 8 weeks ?— Eleven were 

U Bly ' when you B ° ard 

had no^oom for Slf™ 1 tiat 5' <m sereral reported to the Board that you 
yon ever hear what the OoSnnissioners stated as to the 

"3K they -*“«• *• -a- 
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1512. Could not arrangements have been made by which Nurses could he provided for 17 ^ December 1841 
the very destitute, to whom the Board would not refuse admission, and by which the number ecemjr, , 

ffbich the Commissioners say could be accommodated in the house, might be relieved ? Not Miss Esmond. 

with the accommodation that was afforded. 

1513. But could not accommodation be procured ? — Not without mixing them with others ; 
they would have been mixed Avith persons who had no children. 

1514. But if the house could hold two thousand, could not accommodation be provided for 
them ? — Not upon the side of the house appropriated to the females. 

1515. Mr. Roper . — Do you recollect being asked by our Chairman, at the time of the 
Investigation in February, whether you could suggest any improvement in the House, with 
regard to the children ? — Yes. 

1516. Do you recollect your answer ? — I think it was that there could not. 

1517. Are you aware that the Medical Officers have stated that they considered many and 
very great improvements necessary ? — No, I am not aware of it. 

1518. Mr. O' Gorman — You stated that the Clothing at present upon the Infan ts is suffi- 
cient to protect them from the cold ? — Yes. 

1519. What is the description of it? — A flannel and linsey petticoat ; a flannel vest; a 
check pinafore ; and a calico cap and tucker. 

1520. What kind of flannel is used ? — Galway flannel. There is a calico body on the 
linsey petticoat. 

1521. Did or did not the Medical Officers desire that the Clothes should be made longer 
for the children ? — Yes, the flannel petticoats. 

1522. Did they desire that the children’s arms should be covered ? — They did not give an 
order to that effect to me. 

1523. I think you stated that, before you came here, you had very little experience of 
children of that description ? — Yes. 

1524. Then when you say that the Clothing was sufficient for them, upon what do you 
found your opinion ? — Upon the class of people. 

1525. Do you found it upon the opinion of the Mothers ? — I found it upon the opinion of 
experienced persons — from the experience of some Mothers in the House, but I cannot say I 
ever consulted them. 

1526. If you had no experience in the management of children, how could you say that the 
Clothing was sufficiently warm and good ? — I judge from my own observation. 

1527. Is not a person of common sense, who never was married, capable of forming an 
, opinion as to the quantity of Clothing which should be given to a child ? — Yes, she should be 
I a stupid person, if she could not form an opinion upon the subject. I had a very experienced 

person to direct me — one who had been sixteen years in the House of Industry. 

1528. Do you consider it part of your duty, or consistent with it, to differ with the Doc- 
tors upon the subject of Clothing for the children? — My opinion would have no weight with 
the Board, when the opinion of the Medical Officers was different from mine. The Board 
would, of course, be led by their opinion. 

1529. Do you consider it consistent with your duty to differ with the Doctors upon the 
points of clothing, lodging, and feeding the children ? — I do not think it is a matter of duty, 
either to differ or agree with them. 

1530. You say there is a person who was connected with the House of Industry, and who 
has great experience, and from whom you derive your information ? — Oh ! No. I might 
take an opinion from her. 

1531. Is it from any opinion of hers that you suppose the clothing of the children suffi- 
ciently warm ? — In many cases the women have refused to increase their Infants’ clothing, 
stating, as a reason, that when they left the House they would not have the same comforts 
for them, and they did not like to expose them to the cold. Sometimes the Mothers carried 
the petticoats of their children upon then’ arms, in consequence of their being too long. 

When they became wet they did so. 

1532. Your reason for not wishing the petticoats long is to prevent the necessity of the 
Nurses taking them off? — Yes. 

1533. Why do the Mothers tuck up the petticoats ? — To keep the children clean. 

1534. How many petticoats has each child ? — Two petticoats. 

1535. Mr. Arhins Then, if they have two, what difficulty could there be, when one was 

wet, to put on another ? — They are not allowed to retain any clothing, except what is 
upon the child. When a change of clothes is required, they call upon the Superintendent 
for it. I make an inspection, and I see that the children are clean. 

1 536. Do you know how many petticoats a tradesman’s child has — a tradesman with 30 
shillings or 1 guinea per week ? — The number never exceeds two. 

1537. 'What is the custom pursued by the tradesman’s wife, with regard to cleanliness ? — 

She must wait till she washes the second petticoat. 

1538. How many clean petticoats would she give the child in the week? — They should 
be shifted every week. 

1539. Should they not be shifted every day ? Is it not usual for a poor woman to 
give a clean petticoat to her child every night and morning ? — I cannot say. 

1540. Is it not usual with the poor women nursing children, as soon as they soil their petti- 
eoats, to put them into the beds or cradles, till they dry them? — Yes, if they had the means 
to do so. 
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l?f fc December) 1841 
Miu Esmond. 



Mr. Roper. 



e6 evidence on the treatment, condition, and mortality 

1541. How ofteninthe day had youan opportufttity of seeing tie childrenb-Somethw 

oftOT 4116 Doctora " sed t0 see 4116111 ? - WitneBs 

8 iv . e “ “mat opportunity have tie Nurses to was! themselves or their children '-They 
wall ttemselves P £ the Jakom Room every day. They are allowed a particular porta of 

SOa ^’. /e nrt of°ye^ll^e 0 diey a - for procuring water ? — A bucket, with a handle. 

ISs. How long hi that ™genjtbeen carried on amongst the Nurses m the Nursery ?_ 

1 TlCHowto^ll cannot exactly state the particular time. 

Mr. Roper, examined by Mr. Hall. 

1547 You have been a Member of the Board from the beginning 1 I have. 

1548 : Then you are able to inform me by whom the Matron was appointed ?— The Guar- 

d T 5 S 49 e ‘ Who h Sected the Assistant ?-The Guardians-all were elected by them. 

550 What course did they take when they elected those persons ?— Most votes car- 
ried the Election— and the Commissioners did not make any objection, that I am aware of, to 

“^fl^Whit'TOmse did the Guardians take to ascertain that they were electing ft and 
nroner persons to Jllthe Offices ?_They examined, of course, the testimonials that were 
Sodhced I do believe, that at the opening of the House, none of us was aware of the very 
heavy Nmsery charge that would be imposed upon the Matron of the House, or sack 

Assistant as she might he allowed under her charge . , , . T 

1552 How long is it since the last Superintendent was appointed ?— I was not present 
at the Election but I Have never known any Election at which, individually, I was so much 
dissatisfied as the Election of the Superintendent of children. I think Miss Esmond is a 
most suitable person to superintend and manage every part of her share m the Concern, 
except the management of the children— I will except the children. 

1553. How long ago is it since the last Superintendent of children was appointed ?— I do 
not know. I was prevented by circumstances from attending the Board at that time, and 
Itpjdp’ present at that Ejection. 

1554. Were not the Board of Guardians aware, at the time, of the Election of the Female 
Officers, that they were unmarried women ? — Yes ; and if they were not they ought to have 
informed themselves on the subject. 

1555 Mr. Arkins. Do you think that Miss Esmond or any other Matron, having to 

attend the Workhouse department, and all the rest of the Establishment, including the 
management of 960 women, and 4 or 5 hundred children, could pay the requisite attention 
to the Infant Paupers ?— I have always thought and said, that there ought to be a steady 
matronly woman tor that department, and that she should be almost exclusively under the 
control of the Doctors. 



Saturday, 1 8th December, 1841. 

\athDtct*ltr, 1841 . Mr. Had said, he had a Beturn, procured at the request of Mr. Roper from the present 

Superintendent of the Foundling Hospital, showing the number of Infants admitted each 

See Appendix year, from the year 1798 to 1831 inclusive, the number of those Infants who died before 

No - 9 * they’were sent to nurse, the number who were sent to he nursed in the Country, and the 

number who died at nurse in the Country ; showing also the age at which these children 
died, from the first to the thirteenth year inclusive. He had also another Document, which 
was a Return prepared in the Office of the Architect of the Poor Law Commissioners, show- 
See Appendix dimensions of the new Day-rooms built by the directions of the Commissioners for 

No * *• North Dublin Union, the number of windows in each, and the size of the windows. 



Mr. Crem. 



See Appendix 
No. 1, 2. 



See Appendix 
No. 3. 



Mr. Crean, called in and examined by Mr. Hall. 

1556. You were Clerk to the Board from the commencement of the Union ? — Yes, from 

August, 1839. . , 

1557. Do you recollect two Letters of the Poor Law Commissioners, addressed to tne 

Board of Guardians, one of which was dated the 25th of March, 1840, containing mstxoc- 
tions upon the opening of the Workhouse, as to the mode in which Paupers should be 
admitted? — Yes. . 

1558. Do you recollect another Letter of the 29th of May, 1840, containing observations 
of the Commissioners as to the disposition of the Paupers when they were admitted ? — 

[Mr. Hall requested the Witness to procure him copies of the Letters in question.] 

1559. You have a Book in your custody, a Visiting Committee Book ? — Yes. _ 

1560. In which certain questions prescribed by the Commissioners are printed, and 
answers are from time to time inserted by the Guardians, respecting the Workhouse. — 

1561. You are aware that the 9th question is, “ are the young children properly. nursed 
and taken care of; and do they appeal’ in a clean and healthy State f'—Y^ " 

[Mr. Hall requested the Witness to furnish him with copies of all the answers to that 
question* that had been inserted in the Visiting Book.] 
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Doctor Kirkpatrick, called in and examined. 

1562. Dr. Brady — In stating the proportion of sick and healthy children in the House, 
you classified them into delicate, healthy, and diseased ; you said half the children were 
delicate on their admission ; you were positive as to half been delicate ; you said at a rough 
guess that 25 were healthy, and you also said that the remainder were in tolerable health ; 
could you state what part of the 50 were delicate, and what part diseased ? — As far as I 
can remember, by making a guess, I think twelve of those children, were in a diseased state, 
so diseased as that I did not Vaccinate them, many of them were not admitted into Hospital, 
and many of them died in the Nursery. I dare say we are wrong in having guessed so 
much, but I wish to answer the question put to me. 

1563. Mr. Siimot — You said that 6 or 8 came into the Workhouse in a dying state, do 
you include that number in the twelve ? — I do. 

' 1564. Dr. Brady . — This occurred from May, 1840, to May, 1841, would you say that the 
same calculation would hold good, if made up to the present time ? — I have made a second 
calculation referring back to the last three or four months of which I can give a more cer- 
tain opinion. 

1565. Would it materially alter your calculation if it were to be brought up to the pre- 
sent period ? — It would materially alter it, my answers refer to May, the children admitted 
since are in a more delitate condition than they were first. 

1566. I ask you whether in a general way we should attribute the Infants’ aptitude for 
disease to their state of health upon admission, or to the system that follows ? — In a general 
way we should attribute their bad health to their state upon admisson, backed by the system ; 
to being admitted to the Workhouse in bad health, and the system of this House being 
calculated to make it still worse. 

1567. Do you think the effect is produced half by the state of disease of the child upon 
admission, and half by the system ? — 1 would not say so, I say both lead to it. 

1568. Do you think giving the- Wet Nurses additional diet would enable them to suckle 
their children with a fairer chance of their succeeding 1 — I think it would improve their con- 
dition, but we previously had the authority of the Board to give extra milk, and we have 
given it, but not in a general way. 

1569. Mr. Sinnot . — Do you think a change of the diet is absolutely necessary for the 
benefit of the health, not only of the adults but of the Infants? — We should change it from 
stirabout and potatoes to bread and milk, and we do change it every day, in some particular 
instances. 

1570. Would you prefer that improved mode to the present, of allowing mil k to the 
Infants ? — It is drawn for the Infant but it is given to the Parent. 

1571. Mr. Phelan . — What proportion of the 76 children, who you said were attacked 
with Measles, 24 of whom died in Hospital, and 20 of whom were in a hopeless condition, 
were under two years of age — were any of those 76 children born in the House? — Yes, 
two were. 

1572. Were there move than two ? — Yes, three I think. 

1573. And were any of the 20 now reputed to be in a hopeless state, born in the House? — 
Some of them were born in the House, two were born in the House. 

1574. Did the 1 1 out of 35, reported to have died in the house, die during an Epidemic ?— 
In general I think they did, either during or after an Epidemic. 

1575. Mr. Paper . — Would you approve of the appointment of a Head Nurse whose exclu- 
sive duty would be, to watch over the Nurses and report accordingly ? — I should strongly 
recommend it, but the Superintendent is the person to whom we look. 

1576. That is not her exclusive duty to look after wet-nursed children ? — We wished it 
to be so. 

1577. Do you think, as far as you have seen, that we possess machinery within our reach 
to rear healthy children within the Workhouse, or do you think we are incapable of rearing 
them?— We will be always in unfavourable circumstances to rear healthy Infants in this 
House. 

1578. Would you suppose that under the most favourable circumstances the mortality here 

would be excessive ? I think it would be still greater than amongst the class outside the 

House. 

1579. Do you mean the class labouring under the same sort of destitution ? — I do. 

1580. Mr. Phelan. What are your reasons ? — My principal reason is that children being 

collected together, there would be a liability of an Epidemic spreading ; frequent admissions, 
from time to time, will always supply us with contagious disease, and once the disease is 
admitted, it will be always difficult to prevent it from spreading amongst the young class of 
children ; it is a most usual circumstance for children outside this House to escape that dis- 
ease until after they have got strong, whereas here I think our Infants will always.be liable 
to run through the danger of Epidemics within their first two years, and we have had the 
melancholy results of that fact, 

158L:. Mr. Roper . — Do you think that the state of health of the children generally upon 
their admission into this House, would account for the mortality that has taken place amongst 
them ? — Certainly not. 

1582. Could you ever calculate upon ah Establishment of this kind being twelve months 
free&omtaxtiEipiden^P^-d thinkinot. 

1583. Is it not possible to rear a child or any other animal fwras tecprovidfiihemwan& of 
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Dr. Kirkpatrick. 



18fA December, 1841. 
Dr. Kirkpatrick. 
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temporary existence, and at the same time sowthe seeds of premature decay and death f-I 
think so. , , , ■ , • : rr , T , nqs ;ble in an Establishment of this kind 

ture decay and death? — I^^k it ^pos® ®\, p ailt) ers every alternate Monday, do you 

examined^— No, except with regard to t0 youto be in aMh ffl tealtllas 

1586. What dmection do you g P N toMsnd the person up at once to Hospital, 
to require to be sent to Hospital .—1 teU the JXur^ ^ fte n £ mber of ti6 Ward. 

or Iwrite thename ofthepers probationary Ward, in which the names of those 

1587. Suppose there were a Booh m the Brobaaol^ „„ tim aEd h ^ 

who were admitted by the to you to he ill, as“ 

Book yon should recoi d the to an/person who was not id, would yon consider it to 

permanent record, f t ?-J&om what I have heard upon the investigation, I 

b*fB“s^h1m&-beahe te plan to record the health of 

l e umen^to^ldde toe 5 De^uty°M^ter t^ente^alT those hi^rod^edth^who 

’r to t adopt your eatry of tie per “ 

"you“ A te rS to mention ^ery case whether the Panper should 

loss, xouimnnuie T think he should be particular in entering the species of disease. 

‘ tok ».«?“»» (fesirable if the col* 
now sunpf edfo be filled up by the Guardians were left in blank, and je : were to send the 
Book m?o the Probationary Ward, and when you commenced your Medical examinations, 

“SS ^ h Xr-^™S e Keoordof Sickness and Mortality LX* 

T5 9 “6o“nS S a correct Document t, such as was intended by the Poor Law 
Commissioners ? — I do not t hink it fully correct. . . , . , 

Sf Do yon think it nearly correct ?-I do not think it is near being correct. 

1591 Are yon in the habit ot keeping that Book? do yon make the entries m the Book 
in the cases of your own Patients? — -Not all. T j ,, .1 „ _ B _ a 

1595. Do you make many of them ? — I make many of them, but I don t enter the name, 
the name is entered by another person. The disease is entered by us. 

1596. Show me your hand-writing in this [a Book handed to Witness ]. Prom yom 

examination of this Book, and the knowledge of its contents, do you think it is a correct 
Eecord? — As far as I can see, it is. J9 T -n 

1597. Are you able to state of your own knowledge, if that is a correct Eecord . 

not vouch for its correctness, I do not know of myself that it is correct ; but I know of no 

jETaZZ. — Are you aware of this regulation of the Poor Law Commissioners, “that 
the Medical Officers shall enter and accurately keep the Record of Sickness and Mortality, 
which shall he inserted the name of every Pauper Patient under his care ; the 
disease, its date and termination ; and make such other observation as he shall think ^\{°^L 

1599. Have the Medical Officers understood that; have you satisfied your sell that tne 
Book is kept in accordance with the instructions receiyed ? — I have not idled it up mysenui 
all particulars, I will explain the way in which I kept the Book, if asked. 

1600. How is the Book kept ?— One of the Paupers enters the name of the person upon 

admission, he brings the Book to us and we state the Patient s disease. Mr. lr he an s 
that the column of disease was perfectly useless. v , . 

1601. Mr. Phelan . — Did I desire you to discontinue it upon my authority Z— You aianov. 

1602. Did you conceive I had authority to give you that direction? — I thought your 
very good opinion; I was heartily sick of the column before, and when hacked by y 

opinion, I felt myself justified in not much attending to it. _ . d,i 

1603. Did you copy the column correctly? — Correctly, I did. It is a difficult thing 
one Book to make entries correctly, when I wanted the Book, Dr. Duncan had it, an 
we both wanted it, it was in the Board-room. I would account for the omissions m e 
in some way by the difficulty of carrying about the Book. 

1604. Do you think there should he two Books ? — It would be a facility. _ . , . 

1605. Did you ask for a second Book? — No, and my reason was, I did not think it “ D 5 or , 

1606. You alluded to the Column of Treatment. Do you think it important t 

Column of Disease should he filled? Was that Column filled? — In most cases, ix it co 
done, it was filled. , , 0 f 

1607. Suppose I was to show you, that out of 87 cases, (that being given as thenum 

deaths of Children under two,) the diseases of a great number were not entered at . an . 
out of 87, 42 only were entered, while 45 were not entered ; would you say the doo 
kept correctly ? — No, but I would fill up the inaccuracies in 24 hours. , ^ 

1608. But should not the Book be an accurate Eecord, so that from week to wee , 
Board or any authority might view it ? — It is not accurate ; the more important duties 
situation prevent it from being accurate. 
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1609 Mr. Hall. Have not the Board of Guardians remarked upon the insufficiency and \%thDecember,\Q4\. 

inaccuracy of the Book ?— -Yes. Dr. Kirkpatrick. 

1610. They communicated it to you? — Yes. p 

1611. How long ago? — Four or five months. 

1612 You state that you could now supply the inaccuracies in the Book, from what source 
could you supply them ?— From the Medical Prescription Books. 

1613. Would there he any difficulty in filling up the Book as you went along? — No, but 

immense loss of time. . 

1614. Is there anything very voluminous in it?— Why, it would be very difficult to enter 
the cases of 350 Patients. 

1615. Is not the name of the Patient filled up by somebody else ? — Yes. I am free to 
admit the Book has not been filled up properly, and there are several omissions. 

1616. Is there any other Book which gives a record of the patients? — There is another 
Book in some degree similar, which enumerates the names of the persons in Hospital. 

1617. Is not tins the only Book to which the Board can look for the number of Patients 
in Hospital, or the nature of the diseases under which they labour, the treatment or the 
result of the disease ?— It is the only Book to which the Guardians can look ; but we can 
look to a great many others. 

1618. Is it not important that the Board should have information whenever they please 7— 

I did not deny that the keeping such a Book was useful. _ 

1619. Were you not aware it was a prescribed duty of the Medical Officers to keep that 
Book ? — I was. 

1620. Then ought it not to have been kept ? — I think it ought. 

1621. Did you ever make any representation to the Board or the Commissioners that 
there was any serious impediment in the way of that Book being kept ? — Verbally I did. 

1622. What led you to form an opinion that the Book was not important ?_ When I was 
appointed a Surgeon to this house, I went to England to visit some of the English Work- 
houses for the purpose of ascertaining the precise duties which I was called upon to perform. 

I there asked some questions with regard to the Medical Books in Workhouses, and I found 
that, so far from their being accurately kept, in some instances there were no entries at all. 

1623. Mr. Phelan. — And do you justify your not having kept the Books by the circum- 
stance of such Books not having been kept in other places correctly ?— No, but I give as a 
reason, that we had no communication from the Commissioners with regard to the importance 
of these Books when they were sent to us. 

1624. Is not this the only Book in this Establishment by which the Guardians could know, 
not only the numbers sick, but their illness and their deaths ?— Yes. 

1625. Then the Guardians, not having that Book filled before them, would.be unable to 

have the information which they might require, unless they applied to you to give it to them 
from private Books ? — They would. . ,, , 

1626. Do you think your private Books the proper record ? — 1 think there should be a 

Book of that kind. , , , 

1627. Don’t you think it would give you more trouble to go over your notes and describe 
the Diseases for the Guardians than to keep a record of that kind from week to week ?— I do. 



Dr. Browne , called in and examined. 

1628. Mr. Phelan I asked you for a return of the number of children prescribed for, Dr. Browne. 

from the commencement ; have you made it out ? — I have. , R _ „ „ , . . „ . 

1629. Have you made out the return from looking over the Books ?— In the first part of See Appendix 
the account I made a great deal of it out from memory, for I had no record ot the children, ° - 

but they were so frequently coming to me that I knew their names. There were 1 8 
children under treatment ; 56 not. Those 56 might have required Medical assistance occa- 
sionally, but they were not under what I call “ treatment.” 



Dr. Kirkpatrick , again examined. 

1630. Mr. Phelan Haye you tad muck Feyer in tke Workiouse ?— No, yery litUe. Kirkpatrick. 

1631. Have the Nurses attending the children had Fever ? — No. . _ 

1632. When Wards are crowded, is Fever a Disease that ensues— is is a Disease that 

follows from the over-crowding of Day-rooms or Dormitories ? — Occasionally it does, but 
not invariably. . , 

1633. Did Fever, not being connected with Measles or Hooping-cough, occur in the cases 
of one or many of those children under two years of age? — If you mean contagious lever, 

I consider Infants are exempt from Fever. 

1634. Do you consider Infants exempt from Fever ? — Yes. 

1635. Has Fever occurred amongst them? — No. . 

1636. As it has not occurred amongst the Nurses, how do you explain the cmcumstance 

of their being so free from it in Wards which are represented by you to be unwholesome, 
unventilated, and injurious to the lives of the Infants ? — I explain it by the fact that this 
Establishment has not been at all subject or exposed to Fever. . 

1637. Is it not the opinion of many respectable Medical men that Fever is generate 
under certain circumstances, such as want of ventilation, crowded Rooms, and several other 
causes? — The causes of Fever which you mention are thought to produce it, by sever a. 

Medical men. 

M 
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Dr. Kirkpatrick. 



1638. As Fever lias not prevailed in the Nurseries of Mils Establishment, is it not pr imi 
facie evidence in favour of the liealthfulness of the Wards ?-Many ofvthe »uio,nlost their 
health in these Wards. It is prima facie evidence that they were exempt fiom Fever, and 

that the crowded state of the Room did not produce Fever. ,. . 

1639. Mr. Hall. — Is Fever found to be the particular Disease which is generally generated 
by crowded and unwholesome dwellings ?— Not generally, but frequently it is. 

1640. Is it not iu that particular way that crowded dwellings are supposed to be unwhole- 
some. namely, their tendency to produce Fever ? — Crowded dwellings frequently produce 
Fever, but there are other Diseases which they produce even more frequently. 

1641. Have you found that Diseases prevail amongst the Mothers ot those children that 
inhabit the Dormitories, stated to be so crowded ?— We find that several of them lose then- 
health from diarrhoea, hectic Fever, and other affections. Their health became impaired, 
and they were obliged to cease from Nursing. 

1642. Mr. Barlow. — You have stated that you consider the Infants exempt from Fever ?_ 

1 643. Which do you consider the Infants or Adults are most injured by bad atmosphere ?- 

I think Infants are. . „ , „ ... . 

1644. Have any of the Mothers, in your opinion, suffered from living in the Dormitories, 
where their children are ? — I do not remember. 

1645. Mr. Roper.— Are Scrofulous Diseases ever produced from over-crowding ?— Theyare. 

1646. Is it possible to produce Scrofula without Fever ? — I think so. 

1647. Then it does not follow that Scrofula cannot be produced, because Fever has not 

been produced? — Decidedly not. ... . _ V o ' 

1648. Which is Scrofula or Fever more injurious to public health . — I think that Scrofula 
is far more destructive to human life. 

1649. You think that the crowding together of persons tends to spread Scrofula? — Yes, 

it is an impression upon my mind that the sleeping together of Scrolulous persons spreads 
the disease. . 

1650. Mr. Phdan. — In answer to a former question, you said that out of 76 Patients who 



took Measles, 24 died ? — I stated so. 

1651. You stated that only one of them died of Measles connected with Croup, and that 
the remaining 23 died of Consumption? — Not a Patient died of Measles alone. 

1652. Do you mean to imply that those 24 died not from Measles, but from Consump- 
tion? — I mean that the 24 died in consequence of the delicate state of health in which they 
were, when attacked by the Measles. 

1653. Do you consider that an answer to my question?— I do not mean to imply that the 
Measles had no share in hurrying the death of the child. 

1654. When a child is taken ill of Measles, and dies within 1 0 days or a fortnight, of 
what is that child, in the ordinary acceptation of the word, said to die ? — What do you mean 
by the ordinary acceptation of the word ? 

1 655. I mean, for instance, when a child takes Measles, and dies in a few days, what is it 
said by the public to have died of? — Of Measles. 

1656. How soon did the children who were attacked with Measles, come under your 
observation and treatment after they were attacked ? — Immediately. 

1657. Then you had them upon the 1st or 2nd. day ? — I had them upon the 1st or 2nd 
day after the eruption. 

1 65S. At what time do you think the eruption subsides, and the Patient may be said to 
have passed through the disease ? — In an ordinary case, the eruption commences upon the 
4th or 5th day, and subsides by the 12th or 13th day. 

1659. Would you say that the child goes through the Measles ou the 13th day ? — No, a 
Feverish condition of body remains, accompanied with a Cough. 

1660. Is not that Feverish condition produced by the Measles ? — I think so. 

1661. You stated in your answer that the children who died, did not die of Measles, hut 

of Consumption ? — My answer was, that no child died of Measles alone, that is, Measles 
unaccompanied with other diseases. * 

1662. Is it usual for children to die of Measles without a complication of diseases? — It 
frequently happens. 

1663. Of what disease do they then die? — Of Measles when it is of a bad nature. 

1664. With what symptoms ?— The whole symptoms of Fever succeed. When they have 

had Measles they often die before their chests are much affected ; I have from you a Return 
of the 24 cases alluded to — 24 deaths from Measles ; upon examining the Return and 
comparing it with that made by the Clerk, I find that 14 died within a period of from 5 to 
9 days ; the average duration of their illness ijeing 7J days. _ 

1665. Do you consider that those died of any other disease than Measles ?—' They died in 
consequence of a previous Scrofulous condition of the body. 

1666. That is, they had bad constitutions and they sunk under the Measles ?■ — I consider 
that they were diseased before they were attacked by Measles. • 

1667. Do vou consider they died of Measles from having been previously of had conm- 
tion of body ! — They sunk under the Measles, having been previously in an actually diseased 
state of body. 

1668. Would you or any other Medical, or unprofessional person say that the children 

died from any disease except Measles ?— I would. ... /Y^MT 

. 1669. Of what disease would you say that" they died ?- I would say that they died 
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consequence of their consumptive state of body: there are two causes tending to produce i8dD«onler,184l. 
^.h one was primitive, namely, Consumption, the other exciting, being Measles. 

1070. Were the children in Consumption Lei ore they took the Measles? — 1 think so. r> lr 'P a 

1071. Were they under your care lor Consumption belore the Measles ? — Many of them 

"ST? How did it happen that many were not under your care ?— The disease was latent, 
and had not attracted the attention of the Nurses who were taking care of the children whom 
the disease had attacked. . . 

1073. Did not you, or your Colleague, see them upon coming into the Establishment r — 

^ 1074. And if they were in Consumption would you not have put them under treatment? — 

Some of them were healthy upon their admission. 

1675. Could you give a return of those who were healthy, and those who were not . — x cs, 

1676. Will you say, upon further consideration respecting a Patient who comes under 
your care in Measles, no matter whether he was in delicate or sound health previously, and 
dies within a period of from 5 to 9 days afterwards, that any other disease but Measles has 
caused his death ? — 1 would wish to enquire into all the causes of death, and would attribute 
the death to the united causes. 

1677. Are you of opinion that the 14 children you have mentioned died from any disease 
but Measles ? — They died in consequence of a previous Scrofulous condition of body. 

1678. Will you state of what other diseases they died — did they not die within the 

period during which a Patient is suffering under Measles ? — They did ; they died during the 
period of Measles. . . .. , 

1679. Were they affected with the symptoms of Consumption? — ihey had all the symp- 
toms of Inflammation of the Lungs. ... 

1680. Of what disease did those ten Patients die within the tenth day ? — They died from 
a complication of diseases. They had Measles, Inflammation of the Lungs, and Scrofula. 

1681. Contrasting the two classes of cases, would it not appear that the ten passed into 

Consumption, while the former fourteen died in active Measles ? — It is by no means evident, 
it merely shows that the disease progressed. _ 

1682. Did you mark in a Book the cases of those who died in a short period? — I marked 
the result of the post mortem examination in my Book. 

1683. But before you made the examination, did you enter it in a Book ? — No, and I 
never do so. 

1684. Suppose you had no opportunity of malting a post mortem ex amin ation could you 
give an opinion accurately ? — No. 

1685. Have vou ever stated the cause of a person’s death without a post mortem exami- 
nation? — I have, and I have been wrong. 

1686. Would you, if you attended a Private Family, and one of its Members died, refuse 
to give, if asked, your opinion of the cause of that individual’s death ? — No, I think not. 

1687. Having made the post mortem examination, did you enter in your Book, the disease 
of which the Patient died?— I find that persons have died of Tubercles in the Lungs or 
Ulcerations in the Intestines, but in all the cases the entry is made of Tubercles. 

1688. Mr. Hall In any oue of those cases, do you recollect what entry is made as to 

the cause of death, or the nature of the disease ?— 1 have not made a single observation in 
the Record upon the subject. The Clerk that Mr. Browne employed merely made 
the entry as to the day of the person’s death ; the disease is entered in all these cases 
accurately. , . . , 

1689. When the disease is entered as Measles upon the Paupers admission, and a new 

disease afterwards sets in, do you allow the original disease to remain, as the disease 01 
which the Patient died?— That Record is most imperfect for giving information on the 
subject. . 

1690. Have you suggested any more perfect one to be prepared for you, and your 

Colleague? — No. , , , . ... 

1691. Are you not aware that this Record, if properly kept, would give the requisite 

information ? — It would give some, hut not upon the points at present investigated ; it wo 
he very insufficient indeed upon those points. . _ . . 

1692. Mr. Phelan You have given in your Return, that some Patients suffered from 

Hooping Cough, others from Pneumonia, were those recent cases, or of long standing r 
Some were recent, some were of long standing, the greater number were recent. 

Dr. Kirkpatrick at the conclusion of his Evidence said he wished to make an explana- 
tion in reference to a portion of Evidence given by him. Dr. Phelan had asked him whether 
he preferred his or Dr. Duncan’s calculation. He said he preferred that both should go 
before the Public, and he gave his reason at the time, but he feared he did so too mdistmctiy 
for the Gentlemen of the Press to understand him, he therefore wished to repeat lus reason, 
which was, that if Dr. Duncan’s calculation went before the Public, alone, rfc would pe 
misunderstood, and persons would suppose that 63 out of 100 admitted into tlic House were 
consigned to their graves, that he was right in supposing that many of his lricnds misunder- 
stood Dr. Duncan’s calculation. , . • ^ T 

1693. Mr. PluluJi.—ls it a fact that 63 per cent, of the children admitted into the VY.orL- 
house under 2 years of age have died in the House ? — I think not. f ^ ^ , Jl{ , 
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1 8th December, 1841 . 1694. Have you calculated what proportion to the number admitted, have died in the 

House ? — No.. . . . , -p. _ 

Dr. Kirkpatrick. ^695. Mr. Roper — Are you aware of the principle upon winch l)r. -Duncan made that 
calculation? — \ es, he explained it to me. . , . , , 

1696. Have you ever taken the trouble to know Mr. M Culloch s mode of calculation ?__ 
Never. 

1697. Then you cannot inform me whether Dr. Duncan’s principle and Mr. M'Culloch’s 
principle are the same ? — I believe they are. 

Dr. Duncan, again called in and examined, by Mr. Phelan. 

Dr. Duncan. 1698. Have you examined the Record of Sickness and Mortality lately ? — I have. 

1699. Is it kept in accordance with the headings of the columns ? — I think not latterly. 

1700. Within what time do you make it ? — A good many months. 

1701. Have you examined it lately ? — I was looking over it the other day. 

1702. Are all the cases treated by you, entered in it, disease and period of death? — Not 
all of the early ones. 

1703. Are "you aware that a great many of the cases have not the necessary entry in the 
column with regal’d to the disease ?— Generally speaking of my cases, they have with very 
few exceptions. 

1704. When a Patient dies, how is his death notified to the Board by the Medical 
Officers ? — There lias been no regular notification to the Board. 

1705. What authority lias the Deputy Master who copies the Record for entering the 
name of the Patient? — None from us, he sends round and enquires. 

1706. Are you aware that the entry of death in the Record Book, and in the Return 
made by the Clerk, is in several instances different ? — Yes, I believe so. 

1707. Is not that a circumstance that should not happen ; should there not be a certain 
mode of communicating to the Board the death of the Paupers, so that all the Records 
should agree ? — No mode was prescribed to us for making such a communication to any body. 

1708. Would it not occur to yourself that some Memorandum would be necessary? — I 
have always entered it as of the time when the case occurred, except when a ease takes 
place at night, between the period of one visit and another, it may occasionally be set down 
as having occurred on the evening of one day or the morning of the other. _ 

1709. Mr. Hall . — Are you aware that it" is your duty, under a regulation of the Com- 
missioners, “ to ascertain and report to ilie Board of Guardians, the probable cause and circum- 
stances of every death ichich may take place in the Workhouse ?” — Yes, I was. 

1710. What course have you taken in compliance with the regulation of the Commission- 
ers ? — We applied to the Board to be permitted to make a return weekly. Upon the 6th 
of January, 1841, we entered in our Report the following observations : — “ It would be very 
satisfactory to the Medical Officers, as well as, they imagine, to the Board, to have a weekly 
return of the cause of death in each instance, appended to the Report ; but for many reasons 
it would not be advisable to have that return published in a Newspaper.” — By which, we 
meant that there should be a written statement, that such and such a person died of Con- 
sumption, or any other disease of which he or she might have died ; that was my reason for 
not taking any further steps about the matter. We reported to the Board to have those 
things notified to the Board regularly from week to week, and they said that whenever 
they required the information they would apply to us for it. We made application to the 
Board, stating our readiness to communicate the "death and circumstances attendant upon the 
death of each Pauper, but their answer was, that when the wanted the information from us, 
they would apply to us for it. 

1711. Would not the more dii’ect course have been to have complied with the regulations 
of the Commissioners, and have made the Report which they required, and to have conti- 
nued to make such Reports till the Board informed you they considered them objectionable? — 
We were never required to keep a Record of the deaths that occur in the Workhouse, 
further than our own Record of sickness. The Record of deaths is kept by the Assistant 
Master. 

1712. I am not speaking of that, but of one of the regulations laid, down for the Medical 
Officers, namely, Si to ascertain and report to the Board the probable cause and circumstances 
of every death.” — What steps have you taken to comply with this regulation? — We made 
application upon the 6th January, 1840, and got an answer. 

1713. What steps had you previously taken ? — Not any ; partly from not being aware 
of our duties. 

1714. So there has not been any authentic report of the probable causes of deaths?-— No. 

1715. Mr . Phelan — Is it your opinion that it is desirable this should be done ? — Certainly. 

1716. Mr. Barlow — Did I understand you to say the Board did not wish you to report 
the cause of deaths imparticular, or not report at all ? — We reported. 

1717. You advised all the cases to be inserted— they recommended that it should not be 
done ; but did you understand them to direct that there should not be any entry of the 
deaths made, or reported to the Board ? — Certainly not. 

1718. Mr. Phelan — Are you in the habit of treating the lighter cases in the Wards, 
without sending them to Hospital? — We prescribe for some children in the Nursery. 

1719. But where a Patient becomes so ill as to require to be sent to Hospital, you transfer 
the Patient to it ? — Yes. 
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was one <sise, and only raw, ‘hat * n _ . dd occul , under the mrcmnstances, namely, 
X Klrand^t rfvenfflSonlnte Dormitory and Day-room?-! would. 
"°l?25. 8 Yet it has not occurred frequently ?— Not H t ,_j t k 

JJhlve been more, tat I will not charge my memory dmtoetly -rntt rt. _ 
f 7 28. Mr. Phelan — But the number eras very fen- was i not --Yes 
1729. I find by a return which you have sent ™. ‘ha^oO deaths^ ^ ^ rf 
Patients under your care, 27 were cases of am ‘ ' f Ho oping Cough ; 6 of 

nature; the deaths are thus classed .-12 of Oonsumptro 3, „ f Sc a rlet iia; 9 of Water in 
Inflammation of the Lungs, _ 3 0 f inflammation of the mucous membrane 

the Head ; 2 of Small Pox , , . , ,, . t i. e p a tients who got colds, died slowly of 

of the Lungs ; 4 of Measles. You s ta d th ^ t ^ ^ of Measles, which terminated 

Consumption, or of affection of the Lung , j ^ that another died upon the 6th 

fatally upon the 6th day after you began . fourth upon the 11th day ; 

day 5 Croup and Measles ; another 3ied upon 6t * Z o first Patients^ 

a fifth upon the 17th day. Now of wlm = J u d had not made much 

the list died?— Of acute Pneumonia, the Tubercles weie veiy ^ , 

progress, but they were sufficiently distinct ‘° J WuSeftat wan a death from Measles ?- 
No"' woS°Lm It ^ .U from Pneumonia, and that had the child lived, she 

^lTSl^Did^ie 1 not°die^U^n the period during which tdsease ^ ^°’ 

I think not, it was the Consumption, ^nd art tew ^^f^^thin the 6th, 9th, or 

- 1732. If you attended a person s child for Measles Jma ^ Wd ou BOt say it had 
10th day, and he asked you dad it die from t , J without anv complication of 
died from that disease ?-I believe a child .may to of Meaafeswun ^ ^ 

diseases, but I believe that the child of ^ number of children take Measles upon the 
1733. What I want to know is, if a certain Xr wh at mt lication of diseases may have 
1st of January, and die within rcl days, no matter what co^tamo of M eas4 ?_I 

affected them, will not the community regard the cases 

sie^r^^ 

viously ?— We would assign the F°pei cause J this was the cause of the 

stand him. . , . ■ t r nTO ; ta i on the 30th September, and its 

deat^on &T\skof a P erson fr° m Nursery 

in Consumption ? — [No answer]. . „ » • p„p Ssar Y for an individual was 666 

1738. You stated that the number of cubic feet of air necessary 

in the 24 hours ? — Yes. 

1739. Are you stiff of that opinion 1 am. concurs with the space afforded 

° f ““ ° f 

UP Mr t! p“&He is very good mflmrity because an Infant 

1740. You allow as much air for an Infant as for an Auuit 

respires more frequently than an Adult. amof4 \ r . (r the mortality of Infants, did you 

mr^jrrSttizffi^this *• « 

year, and amongst that class. , i; . h hpen amon cr 3 t that class, for a longer 

1742. Have you calculated what the mortality has been amo „ 

period? — No, Zhave not, but I . expeel i * w o^ ta t0 Mr . Roper?- 

1743. If you had expected it, why did you not supply me u 

Because I had not time to do so. , . tQ p re p ave a return which 

1744. Bid it not occur to you, that if it was not your tj ^ at ^ sucll a return 

would correct an excessive computation of mortality at on V sess ?__J am quite wil- 

IZt be a desirable one, for the Board and &?Co = ners to P^g. J ^ ^ 
ling to make aretnrnof themostfavonrable year,m f December, 1841 ? — X 

1745. Why not mote it from the 1st of May, 1840 to the fet ot M to 

have no objedion to do it, if yon give me tune to nuke the calculation 

1747. Mr. Phelan.— But yon are aware that if you made tne comp 
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lQth December 1841. of Ma y> 1840, to thc lst of December, 1 841, it would be more favourable?-— I suspect it may 
i cccm , . moro favourable — I do not know exactly. 

Dr. Duncan. 1748. In this list of diseases which represents 50 Patients to have died, are there not 

many of the natural causes which lead to the death of children in other places as well as in 
this Workhouse, such as Measles, Inllammation of the lungs, Small Pox, Searletina, and so 

on ? There arc ; but it was the mode and circumstance under w hich these cases teiminatcd 

fatally which led me to form the opinion which I did. 

1749. Are not children who are congregated together in a place like this Workhouse, 
much more liable to be attacked by contagious diseases than the community at largo ?— 
They are. 

1750. "Will it not be an inducement for a woman who has a sick child to apply to the 
Workhouse for relief, when she knows that it will be provided with Hospital and Medical 
attendance ? — Certainly. 

1751. There have been several cases of water on the head, at what age does that Disease 
gencrall occur? — It generally occurs in the case of young children, at the period of den- 
tition which is about the 8th month. 

1752. There are 9 cases here, all of which are under a year old, several under 6 months- 
have you found water on the head of more frequent occurrence amongst an equal number of 
children in the House, than outside of the House ? — I think it is more frequent inside the 
Institution, but wo have had several cases that have been cured. 

1753. Have you any recollection whether the children who have been discharged from 
this House have been, comparatively speaking, in worse or better health than those children 
who remained in the House ? — I cannot speak with regard to tho children who have been 
discharged, because I have no record respecting them, and they left the House rather 
suddenly, without our previous knowledge. 

1754. Would you consider the fact of their having gone from the House as an indication 
that their health was good or bad ? — I don’t think the circumstance, taken in the abstract, is 
any evidence of the fact ; many that left the House left it, I think, in consequence of the 
children falling into a bad state of health ; 1 have known cases of that nature. 

1 755. Will you have the kindness to look to that paper — is it written by you, (handing 
a number of the “ Medical Press” to witness) ? — It is written by me. 

Mr. Phelan then read the following paragraph from the Publication : — “ I think it due to 
my Colleague, Dr. Kirkpatrick and mysell, to correct a statement reported to have been 
made by Mr. Phelan, and the Master of the North Dublin Workhouse, at the meeting of 
the Hoard of Guardians last Wednesday, alter we had retired from the Room, namely, 
that wo are not in the habit of inspecting the Paupers until several days after then* admission.” 

1756. Did you ask me if I had so stated ? — No. 

1757. Would you not upon consideration have thought it more desirable to have asked me 
about the fact, instead of inserting it in a Publication without consulting me upon the sub- 
ject ? — The statement to which 1 alluded went forward before the Pubhc, it was not contra- 
dicted, and I think it was calculated to injure me and my Colleague in the eyes of the Public 
and the Profession. 

1758. W ould it not have been a more regular mode of proceeding if you had consulted 
me bclorc you published such a letter '! — It would have been more satisfactory if I had first 
asked you bad you made use of the observation, and then written the letter, but I considered 
it necessary to correct a public misstatement. 

1759. When you saw the misstatement in the papers that 6 of the Children were in bad 
health and 94 in good, upon then* admission, did you take any step as one of the Medical 
Officers ot the Institution to correct it ? — I corrected a statement made by Mir. Roper, at 
tho Board of Guardians. 

1760. Did you take any step to correct the misstatement to which I refer ? — I think I 
am at liberty to correct any statement which is calculated to injure my own character, and I 
leave the defence of the Board of Guardians to themselves. 

. 17^1* Dont you consider it your duty as a Medical Officer to correct any misrepresenta- 
tion that occurs ? — Not through the Public Press. 

1762. Did you place any oocument before the Board or any of the Authorities of the 
Institution, correcting the misstatement? — I did not see the misstatement till after the 
meeting oi the Board when the subject L was discussed, and then I took the opportunity of 
disclosing my mind freely, particularly as I was asked to do so. 

t i '“ r ‘ Hop er. How far do you consider that the statement contained in the resolution 

1 brought forward, was erroneous ?— In stating that all the hundred children were in good 
■Health upon their admission except six. 

I7(i4. Does it not appear by our Books that they were so ?_I cannot say— I bare not 
seen it. J 



U65. From whom do you belieye I obtained the Betnrn upon which I founded that reso- 
lution ? — From the Clerk of the Board. 

1766. Do you believe that the condition in which those children came into the Workhouse 
was sufficient to account for the Mortality that Las taken place amongst them ?_No,l do not. 

lm. Do you think that the Mortality which has taken place was sufficient to call lor the 
Investigation that has been carried on in reference to it? — I do, quite sufficient. 

1 ,t8. Have you made any calculation as to the rate of Mortality amongst the Children 
horn in this House since its opening ?_I have made a calculation, it is here: 

T4i C - y i°^ made lfc tlie f me wa 7 m Tvhich you made the other calculation ?— Not 
exactly. 1 tlunk this is a more favourable way to tho InstHwi om - . . yi ,\>T : 
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T •* Mna ii v f'nrrpot, ? T don’t know that it is, because it refers only to a certain I8tf Decem&er, i&41. 

mo Is .t eqna y correct t- ^ House is not inserted. “ The total — 

period Of time, and ho rate of to Decombor 15th , 184 1, were 35. Of these 

Births from the °p« n tlle rest W ere Strong and healthy. The Deaths were 11; 1 

°" ly f W wto diselna rged, and is since dead ; 2 died since re-admission ; 11 have left the 
was dying when discli | , of . of those remaining m the House, 1 twelve 

H °”th’ old is very delicate ; 2 under twelve months, are delicate ; and 7 are in good health, 
months old, li ; very “““ • , f th Survivors now in the House, and those discharged, 

^ e TSd oTis P 88 da y y^ ; ToUcerUinthe rate of Mortality per cent, for one year it 
■" 2rv to ealcnlate the prohahle number of deaths in these 20 children for the .remain, 
is necessaiy to 1 T1 ,; s at ( h e most favourable calculation, of 18 per 

“'"7tlnlm y wLhl atnTSatof London, for children under 1 year, of all classes 
muiifri™ 2 57 to be added to 14, the actual number of deaths os above shown, which would 

Dii the^l l^eMiTra^specified hTth^Return, die of an Epidemic?- 
Nn tliev did not : they died of different diseases. 

1 S 4X"ve° the'SSita hott £ House any advantage over other Infimts 

received here ?_Thoy have ; for a considerable time they are kept in a fine any room, they 

like the" rest, ihe mortality amongst them would he greater or less ?-I think it would be 

^7^ the WOrtt0 ' ISe m0reth “° 

“nt^hS' greatest number of times you visited iMfcrtb .the 24 hours?- 

*- ol Mr. 

B m“' Wha^Siiost or the latest hour at which you £» visited this Workhouse ?_ 

^^yo^^ *-*-* o' *0 

^rs^WtaVdWho’tayof the way in which the Medial and Surgical duties are per- 
formed in this Establishment ?-Ho said L they enable himself 

matter, as I was not in -town at the toe. ^ of Dr KH . patrickj I wish to know 

if ll“y?u'ha™etid1n Serenle to your visits to this Institution, equally applies to him 

o' who had died 

in the House, to be examined. . , .. . « nece ssarv to examine the Witnesses 

JtX r d Duntta “rdel t"* Ms testimony 7 ; hut added, that if pressed 
to examine tbem, he would do so. 

Dr. Duncan did not prMS the point. of his brother Guardians 

Mr. Roper, at the conclusion oi the Investigation, maw* “arded it as too lon 2 ; but 
had considered that the Investigation was , /b should all agree, namely, that 

there was one point upon which he , el ,' in y which it had° been conducted by 

nothing could evened the fair and gentle X . , . ,, je xam 5nation of Witnesses that 

Mr. Hall ; and that he had given every to “® ^“ther he himself had been 
could possibly be expected from him, m hi i b if decided bv a more extended circle 

right or wrong in the course hat he “^ en -i”7 0 f£Ter e infallible ; but he had 
USn the North Dublin Board of Guardians None ot them wer ^ ^ . fod _ 

acted upon full deliberation m pursuing j sb oal d always assert liis right 

ing and respect for the ™ conscience might direct, 

° fterS ’ " * ^ ““ ° 

reference to the courteous, fair, proper was actuated in bringing forward 

co^Erot^riXdS ® ue to matottat 

machinery effective. 

■ K CLOSE OF THE ENQUIRY. 



.faAfWrf; -4MW4i^.2v 
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No. 1. 

Extract of a Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the North Dublin Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
31st March, 1840. 

Sir, — The Poor Law Commissioners having, by their Order under Seal, hearing date the 23rd 
instant, declared the House of Industry of Dublin, the Workhouse of the North Dublin Union, fit for 
the reception of Destitute Poor, wish to direct the Guardians’ attention to certain points requiring their 

especial consideration in administering the relief provided by Law 

Great caution will be necessary at the outset in granting admissions to the Workhouse, even 
to those poor persons of whose destitution the Guardians entertain no doubt ; for a large influx at 
first, before due preparation has been made, and before the Union Functionaries have been properly 
trained aud prepared, might not only cause much suffering, but also bring discredit on the Work- 
house system of relief. 

The number of admissions should therefore be regulated according to the means of accommoda 
tiou actually existing in the Workhouse, and all the inmates should be duly classified, clothed, and 
provisioned, in accordance with the Workhouse Regulations ; for unless the organization of the 
Establishment be strictly enforced in every department, as prescribed by the Regulations, the Work- 
house will not be effective as a medium of relief, or as a test of destitution. Too much care cannot 
be given to this subject, and more especially at the outset «... 

By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 

To the Clerk of the North Dublin Union. 



No 2. 

Copy of a Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to the Clerk of the North Dublin Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
\9th May, 1840., 

SiRv — As the Guardians of the North Dublin Union are now rapidly proceeding with the admission 
of destitute poor persons into the Workhouse, the Poor Law Commissioners are desirous of directing 
their immediate and careful attention to certain points, on which the future well-working of the Union 
will mainly depend. 

The Commissioners consider it of great importance that the Guardians should select for admission 
from among the numerous applicants for relief, only such a moderate number at any one sitting of 
the Board, as can be conveniently cleaned, classified, placed in their proper wards, and registered, 
in coupe of that and the following day. And the Commissioners are of opinion that it would tend 
materially to the efficiency of the Workhouse, if, previously to the admission of Pauper’s on any day 
fixed for that purpose, the Board of Guardians were to receive from their Visiting Committee, a report 
as to the condition of the Paupers already in the House, stating whether they had all been disposed 
of in accordance with the Regulations. 

The Guardians are aware that all the Officers of the Workhouse are bound to observe and enforce 
the Regulations in every particular : this can be readily done if no undue pressure is brought upon 
them by the admission of the Paupers in large numbers at a time, but if the Paupers are admitted in 
unmanageable numbers, and without due precaution, great evil must ensue. 

The Regulations will be disregarded, and disorderly practices will be introduced into the Establish- 
ment, whicn it will be extremely difficult afterwards to eradicate. 

The Workhouse, in the absence of strict discipline, will become a place to which the idle will resort, 
to the exclusion of those who are real objects of charity. 

The Officers, of the House will be discredited, and incur the consequences of incapacity, or an 
apparent necessity will arise for a staff of Officers and servants more numerous than would be other- 
wise required : the Registry will be imperfectly kept, the Admissions and Discharges incorrectly 
entered, and the Accounts of the Union will consequently become confused ; and finally, the system of 
relief which the Giun-dians have to administer will appear (what when properly administered it is not) 
insufficient for the object m view. 

These mischiefs are obviously most likely to arise upon the first opening of the Workhouse, when 
the importunate claims of so many poor persons will be urged either by themselves, or in their behalf, 
upon the Guardians attention ; and it is the more to be apprehended in the case of the Dublin Unions, 
from the circumstance that their Workhouses being opened while no relief under the Poor Law is 
given m e neighbourhood, are attracting from all parts of the surrounding country those poor per- 
sons who need, or who profess to need, such relief. 

The only way of guarding against the evils apprehended, is for the Guardians to be vigilant and 
JXr ? a ? et \ t0 take C , are 1 that f -r om the WJ first step the system of management prescribed 
by the Regulations be scrupulously maintained ; that cleanliness, order, and discipline, be at once 
Jr “J? 6 tW ° . im P ort ®’ n t particulars of classification and employment, and that the 
Accounts and Registries required to be kept, be never suffered to fall into axrear. 
nl .“' S 011 the Board of Guardians so to restrict the admission of Paupers as to secure these 

objects, and also to see that the Visiting Committee, the Finance Committee, and every other Com- 
^ SPedal departmeilt of the administration, perform its functions 

The Poor lL Commissioner, will at all times be read, to aid the Guardians in acting upon the 
foregoing suggestions, aud m carrying out the system iu at respects. 



2o the Clerk of the North Dublin Union. 



By order of the Board, 

W. Stanley, Assistant Secretary. 
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ANSWERS TO QUERY No. 9, IN GUARDIANS’ VISITING COMMITTEE BOOK. 

Query 9.— Are the Young Children properly Nursed and taken care of, and do they appear in a 
clean and healthy state ? 



DATE. 

1840, — May 29. 

July 4. 
11. 

* • 18. 

25. 

Aug. 24. 

* 31. 
Sept. 9. 
16. 
28. 
Oct. 5. 
12 . 
19. 

26. 
Noy. 2. 

9. 

15. 
23. 
30. 

Dec. 9. 

16. 
23. 
30. 

1841, — Jan. 11. 

18. 
Feb. 1. 
8 . 
15. 

March 1. 

7. 

April 5. 
12. 
19. 

* 26. 

May 5. 

10 . 
17. 
26. 



Properly^nursed and cued, but not separated from the able-bodied women. 

We believe they are properly taken care of. . . . , , 

Many of the Children (Females) have sore eyes, and are in their beds. 

Yes. 

In general they are. . , u . 

Properly taken care of, and the general appearance is healthy. 

Several Children suffering from Opthalmia. 

The Children are clean, and appear to be healthy. 

We think so. 

They are. 

They appear to be in a healthy state. . . 

The Children in general appear to be in a healthy and cleanly state 
Yes. 

They appear to be in health and cleanly. , ... 

We believe they are well taken care of, and appear healthy. 

They are, but the floor of the Room is in a sad state. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes 

The young Children are takeD proper care of, we believe. 

No complaint. 

We believe so. 

We believe so. 

Improving. 

Y"es 

We' consider that they are taken good care of. 

They Se p“prfy e n™ e d"ud well eared, but have not a very health, appearance. 
They appear so. 

Yes, the Ward or Day-room not well ventilated. 

Yes. 

Two Nurses, Paupers, were dismissed for inattention, and for purloining the food 

Yev— an. atemSon in the care of the Infant Children has been recommended. 
They appear to be properly taken care of. 

The answer of last week applicable to this week. 



„ Yes. 

June 23. They ore and they do. 

No reason to think otherwise. 
Yes. 

July 20. They appear to he so. 

26. Yes. 

Yes. 



Aug. 16. 
23. 
30. 
Sept. 6. 
13. 
20 . 
Oct. 6. 



Nov. 1. 



No complaints. 

Yes. 

They arc cleanly and seem improved in health, from m, former visit. 

Several Children in Measles, and some with sore eyes. 

Ey have been suffering from Measles, and consequent dlness. 

As well as can be reasonably expected. 

fy/SvI^; ST'Such Children at have been attached with Measles, fa are 
delicate in appearance. 

We see no cause for complaining f d ^ children dean in their . 

We heard no complaints, and in general we xoimu lu 



15. 

24. 

20$ December, 1841. 

♦ These Answers do not apply to Chilton under 2 years of Age, tat to those from 2 to 5. 

J. H. CKEAN. 

N 
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No. 4. 

DHIENSIONS OF ROOMS IN THE NORTH DUBLIN UNION -WORKHOUSE. 



Day-room in able-bodied Women's Yard . 
103 feet Ion", 

15 feet 3 inches wide, 

8 feet 6 inches high at side, 

1 2 feet 3 inches high at middle, 

No. 9, Windows in the Room, 5 size of 5 feet 
3 inches by 3 feet 9 inches ; and 4 size of 3 
feet 9 inches by 3 feet, 

No. 2, Louvre boarded Ventilators, 3 feet square 
■.and 2 feet 6 inches high. 

Day-room, in able-bodied Men's Yard. 

105 feet long, 

15 feet 3 inches wide. 

8 feet 6 inches high at side, 

12 feet 3 inches in middle, 

No. 9, Windows in the Room, 5 size of 5 feet 
3 inches by 3 feet 9 inches ; and 4 size of 3 
feet 9 inches by 3 feet. 

No. 2. Louvre boarded Ventilators, 3 feet square 
and 2 feet 6 inches high. 



Day-room in ayed Men’s Yard. 

88 feet long, 

1 5 feet 3 inches wide, 

8 feet 6 inches high, side, 

1 2 feet 3 inches in middle, 

No. 7, Windows, 3 size of 5 feet 3 inches by 2 
feet 6 inches, and 4 size of 3 feet by 2 feet 6 
inches. 

No. 2, Louvre hoarded Ventilators, 3 feet square 
and 2 feet 6 inches high, each. 

Day-room in aged Women’s Yard. 

64 feet long, 

15 feet 3 inches wide, 

8 feet 6 inches high at side, 

1 2 feet 3 inches high in middle. 

No. 6, Windows, 3 size of 5 feet 3 inches by 2 
feet 6 inches, and 3 size of 3 feet by 2 feet 
6 inches. 

No. 2, Louvre boarded Ventilators, 3 feet square 
and 2 feet 6 inches high. 



No. 5. 

Return made by Mr. Brown, Apothecary to the Workhouse. 

From the opening of the House, Infants under Medical treatment from time to time, 
Infants not under treatment, 



218 

56 



No. 6. 

Abstract of 50 fatal cases of Disease in Children under 2 years of Age, treated by Dr. Duncan from 
the opening of the Workhouse up to December, 1841. 



Hooping Cough succeeded by Pneiirmma, . . 1 

Hooping Cough succeeded by Cotis^mption, . . 4 

Pneumonia succeeded by a ti', . . .2 

Pneumonia succeeded by Consumption, . . 3 

Consumption, 13 

Dipbtheriie, 1 

Scarletina succeeded by Diphtberite, . . .2 

Scarletina succeeded by Odenia of the Glottis, . 1 

Hydrocephalus, 9 



Measles terminated by Croup, . , . . 3 

Measles terminated by Pneumonia and Tubercles, . 1 

Small Pox, ....... 2 

Congestive Bronchitis, 2 

Pneumonia, ....... 1 

Pemphigus Gangrenosus, ..... 2 

Convulsious, ....... 3 
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No. 7. 

A Return of Infants bom in the North Dublin Union Workhouse from the 2nd Sept., 1840, to the 15th Dec. 1841. 



1 

8 

£ 


Names'of Infants. 


Date of Birth. 


1 

2 


!f 

2! s 
£\£ 


Date of each Death, 
D ° r 


Age of each Infant 
at Death, 
or Discharge. 


S 

| 

z 

I 

£ 


OBSERVATIONS. 


169S 

1699 

1959 

2175 

2180 

2343 

2448 

2485 

2769 

2770 

2967 

2968 

2969 
3046 

3233 

3234 
3280 
3408 
3523 

3559 

3560 
3706 
3819 
3882 
3950 

4109 

4110 

4210 

4211 

4285 

4286 
4327 

4729 

4730 
4851 


Ryan, Thomas, 

Tynan. Michael, 
Thompson, Mary, 
Martin, Mary Anne, - 
Dag, Eliza, 

Wright, Mary, 

King, Eliza, 

Ryan, Stephen, 
Gordon, Patrick. 
Quinlan, Eliza. 
Doolan. Patrick, 
Curry, Mary. 

Hall, Edward. 
Whiteside, William - 
Clarke, Ellen, 
Kavanagh, Catherine, 
Donnelly, Patrick, 
Cavanagh, Mary, 
Clellsnd, Alexander, - 
Flynn, Ellen, 

Benner, Mary Anne, - 
Ellis, Peter. 

Dillon, Michael, 
Jemima Sorlon Carry, 
HoraD, James, 

Finn, John. 

Hutchings, John, 
Callaghan, .Mary, 

Egan. John. 

Monks, Mary. 

Fleming, Susan, 

Hayes, Leonora, ? 

Cusack, Eliza, 

Shaw, Mary, 

Green, Andrew, 


2nd Sept., 1S40. 
5th Sept , 1840. 
7th Oct., 1840. 
9th Nov., 1840. 
11th Nov., 1840. 
7th Dec., 1840. 
21st Dec.. 1840. 
28th Dec., 1840. 
20tlt Jan., 1841. 
22nd Jan.. 1841. 
12th Feb.. 1841. 
15th Feb., 1841. 
15th Feb., 1841. 
24th Feb., 1841. 
29th March.1841. 
■29th March, 1841 
14 th April, 1841. 
3rd May, 1841. 
31st May, 1841. 
2nd June, 1841. 
2nd June, 1841. 
27th June, 1841. 
18th July, 1841. 
-24th July, 1841. 
26th July, 1841. 
loth Aug., 1841. 
loth Aug., 1841. 
7th Sept., 1841. 
7th Sept., 1841. 
22nd Sept., 1.841. 
22nd Sept, 1841. 
2nd Oct., 1841. 
22nd Nov., 1841. 
22nd Nov., 1841. 
8th Dec., 1841, 


1 

2 

3 

4 

0 

6 

5 

9 

10 

11 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

ro 

i] 

12 

13 

14 

16 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
1 

8 


10th Dec., 1840. 

10 th October, 1840. 
20th Feb., 1841. 
remaining iu House. 
19th April, 1841. 
6th February. 1841. 
29th Jan., 1841. 
22nd March, 1841. 
14th April, 1841. 
3rd March, 1841. 

1st October, 1841. 
18th Sept., 1841. 
24th July, 1841. 

14th June, 1841. 
24th June, 1841. 
14th June, 1841. 
remaining in House, 
remaining in House. 
19th August, 1841. 
30th June, 1841. 
22ud October. 1841. 
7th Dec., 1841. 
remaining in House. 
13th October, 1841', 
remaining in House 
28th August, 1841. 
27th August, 1841. 
30th Sept., 1841. 

1st October, 1841. 
1st October, 1841. 
30th Sept., 1841. 
remaining in House, 
remaining in House. 
9th Dec., 1841. 
remaining in Honse. 


3 months <fc 8 days. 

1 month & 5 days. 

4 months <fe 13 days 

5 months & 8 days. 

2 months, 

1 month & 8 days. 

2 months cfe 22 days. 

2 months & 25 days. 
31 days. 

7 months <fc 17 days. 
7 months & 3 days. 
5 months cfe 9 days' 

3 months & 1 8 days 
2 months & 25 days. 
2 months & 15 days. 

2 months & 19 days 
28 days. 

4 months <fc 20 days 

5 months & 10 days 

20 days. 

1 4 days. 

1 3 days. 

24 days. 

25 days. 

10 days. 

11 days, 

18 days. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
11! 

21 

■22 

2.; 

24 

25 
2r 

■27 

•28 

23 

30 

31 
!2 

33 

34 
3, 


Delicate, left in bad heal th, died since. 

Delicate from birth. 

Healthy at birth. 

Healthy, took Hydrocephalus. 
Healthy. 

Fine child, Measles, fit 
Bronchitis, fit. 

Healthy. 

Healthy, subsequently received, now delicate 

Healthy. 

Healthy till she took the Measles. 

Healthy on Discharge. 

Healthy on Discharge, died since. 
Delicate. 

Healthy. 

Named Fulham. Healthy. 

Healthy at birth. 

Healthy on Discharge. 

Healthy, died Strumons. 

Delicate. 

Hee.lthy 

Healthy on Discharge. 

Healthy. 

Left in good Health. 

Healthy. 

Healthy. 

He»lihy, re-admitted, since dead. 
Healthy. 

Healihy, re-admitted. 

Healthy. 

Healthy. 

Delicate, Fit. 

Healthy. 
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No. 8. 



RETURN of Deserted Children found by the Dublin Metropolitan Police from 1st January, 
1838, to October 1841. 



dumber 

Found. 


Ho. sent to 
nurse by, 
and sup- 
ported at 
the expense 
of the 
Police. 


No. re- 
ceived by 
Parishes. 


No. re- 

Poor Law 
Guardians. 


Delivered 
to their 
Mothers, 


Taken 
charge of 
by private 


Died. 


No. at 
present in 
charge of 
Police. 


Total expense to the 
Police Fund since 
1st Jan. 1838. 


250 


71 


139 


12 


17 


10 


50 


11 


£ 

284 


*. 

5 


d. 



No. 9. 



I 

i 



i 



f 

i 

| 

I 



A Retort of the Number of Children admitted into the Foundling- Hospital from the years 1798 to 
1831, inclusive, showing also the Annual Mortality up to the 13th year, and the Mortality per Cent, 
of those Children under 2 years of Age. 



TEAS. 


4? 




•T£ 




A Tabs. 


showing th 


Periods of the Deaths of Children at Nurse 
in the Country 


Mortality per 
ofAp. 


O" 


Died 


year. 




4 




* 


7th 


2 


Sth 


0th 




4' 


3«h 


1798 


1,570 


807 


723 


357 


283 


46 


16 


6 


3 


2 


1 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


_ 


72 


1799 


1.701 


455 


1,215 


625 


389 


94 


23 


8 


5 


1 


5 


— 


— 


- 


- 


- 




65 


180D 


2.074 


496 


1,560 


669 


528 


97 


15 


7 


2 


14 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


54 


1801 


1,648 


433 


1.193 


518 


395 


62 


24 


6 


8 


4 




6 


5 


3 


— 


- 


- 




1802 


1.693 




1,101 


473 


321 


90 


•25 


11 




8 


4 


i 




3 










1803 


2.140 


713 


1.397 


633 


452 


114 


29 


11 


4 


6 


2 


4 


6 


5 


— 


- 


- 




1804 


1.926 


333 


1,572 


737 


546 


120 


37 


11 


7 


2 


1 


6 


2 


5 


- 


- 


- 




1805 


2.102 


440 


1,637 


755 


575 


117 


21 


10 


2 


11 


4 


5 


6 


4 


- 


— 


- 




1806 


2,146 


460 


1.664 


816 


625 


110 


31 


16 


9 


3 


6 


3 


4 


9 












2.192 


514 


1.637 




679 


118 


38 


10 


5 


6 




3 


2 


9 


— 


- 


- 




1808 


2.390 


561 


1,783 


S31 


641 


129 


15 


12 


7 


7 


2 


1 


5 


12 


- 


- 


- 




1809 


2 205 


545 


1,640 


748 


473 


214 


27 


6 


4 


5 




5 


2 


12 


— 


— 


- 


56 


1810 


2,326 


691 


1,592 


669 


503 


103 


17 


8 


11 


6 




4 


5 


10 








55 


1811 


2.359 


835 


1.478 


627 


489 


85 


13 


11 


8 




5 


1 


1 




— 


- 


— 




1812 


2.670 


931 


1,702 


732 


560 


70 


58 


21 


5 


3 


4 


3 


3 


5 


- 


- 


- 




1813 


2.257 


805 


1.414 


602 


451 


87 


29 


12 


5 


9 


3 


2 


— 




— 


- 


— 




1814 


2,229 


729 


1,455 


641 


448 


109 


35 


•23 


5 


b 


3 




4 












1815 


1.842 


238 


1.585 


780 


532 


152 


48 


9 


13 


5 


5 


3 


1 


12 


— 




- 




1816 


1.912 


239 


1,655 


749 


586 


107 


16 


13 


5 


4 


•2 


4 


7 


- 










1817 


2.210 


331 


1.849 


798 


625 


103 


26 






1 


8 


4 




/ 




2 


- 




1818 


1,602 


225 


1.359 


583 


420 


8 si 


21 


)> 


4 


S 


7 


10 


6 


6 




- 






1819 


1.788 


203 


1.574 


651 


487 


81 




15 


10 


12 


6 




2 


4 










1820 


1,648 


' 218 


1.419 


665 


502 


6S 


22 


7 


10 


5 


10 




8 


3 








473 


1821 


874 


104 


761 


297 


2i'3 


33 


12 


s 


7 


7 


3 


8 


5 


3 


2 








1822 


418 


39 


373 


137 


84 


22 


5 


9 


6 


2 


3 




— 




- 


— 




34 i 


1823 


489 


18 


469 


196 


136 


30 


3 


7 


4 


2 


1 


2 


- 






- 






1824 


511 


54 


453 


210 


140 


34 




6 


2 




4 


1 










4 




1825 


450 


36 


414 


162 


103 




9 


5 


2 


3 


1 


3 








5 




36* 


1826 


471 


25 


444 


159 


94 


20 


12 


5 


5 


7 


3 


6 


— 










27* 


182? 


476 


54 


421 


159 


94 


35 


4 


3 


4 


7 


1 


1 


2 


- 








38* 


1828 


451 


31 


420 


163 


103 


24 


8 


5 


5 


8 




4 












35 


1829 


555 


22 


533 


181 


107 


34 


11 


5 


6 


4 


2 


4 


3 












1830 


148 


11 


137 


56 


42 


3 


4 


4 






2 


1 












37* 


1831 


48 


2 


45 


13 


7 


4 


2 


- 


- 


- 






_ 






" 


" 




Total 


51,527* 


1-2,153 


38,674 


17,157 


12,623 


2,629 


678 


..0. 


181 




18 


Ill 


116 


91 


142 


33 


26 


39 





In the latter part of the year 1821, the admissions were reduced in consequence of an Assessment 
of £5 having been levied on the several Parishes from whence Children were sent into the Hospital 
for admission. 

In 1830 and 1831 the admissions were limited to Parishes within the City of Dublin. 

* 700 of these Children were returned to their Parents. 

J. AICKIN. 

Foundling; Hospital, Dublin, 16th December, 1841. 



No. 10. 

From the observations I have made in Dublin and its immediate neighbourhood, I should say 
that of all the children bom, taking rich and poor, 85 per cent, attain the 2nd, and 80 per cent, 
the 3rd year. 

if we except the children of hireling nurses, among whom I have observed a frightful mortality, 
the proportional mortality among the children of the Tower orders, with all the disadvantages of bad 
food, bad lodging, deficient clothing, and want of cleanliness, compared with that observed among the 
rich who are more favourably circumstanced, is much less than one would suppose. 

I have no personal knowledge of the mortality in the Foundling Hospital or Workhouses. 

SAMUEL B. LABATT, M.D. 

December 15 , 1841 . 
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